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PREFACE.

I BAVE been requested to write a preface to this sad story of

“A Century of Dishonor.” I cannot refuse the request of one

‘whose woman’s heart has pleaded so eloguently for the poor Red
men. The materials for her book have been taken from official
documents. The sad revelation of broken faith, of violated trea-
ties, and of inhuman deeds of violence will bring & flush of shame
to the cheeks of those who love their country. They will wonder
how our rulers have dared to so trifle with justice, and provole
the anger of God. Many of the stories will be new to the reader.
The Indian owns no telegraph, employs no press reporter, and his
side of the story is unknown to the people.

Nations, like individuals, reap exactly what they sow; they
who sow robbery reap robbery. The seed-sowing of iniquity re-
plies in a harvest of blood. The American people have accepted
as truth the teaching that the Indians were a degraded, brutal
race of savages, whom it was the will of God should perish at
the approach of civilization. If they do not say with our Puri-
tan fathers that these are the Hittites who are to be driven out
before the saints of the Lord, they do accept the teaching that
manifest destiny will drive the Indians from the earth. The in-
exorable has no tears or pity at the cries of anguish of the doom-
ed race. Ahab never speaks kindly of Naboth, whom he has
robbed of his vineyard. It soothes conscience to cast mud on the
character of the one whom we have wronged. :

The people have laid the causes of Indian wars at the door of
the Indian trader, the people on the border,the Indian agents,
the army, and the Department of the Interior. None of these are
responsible for the Indian wars, which have cost the United States
five hundred millions of dollars and tens of thousands of valua-
ble lives. In the olden time the Indian trader was the Indian’s
friend. The relation was one of mutual dependence. If the
trader oppressed the Indian he was in danger of losing his debt;

|
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if the Indian refused to pay his debts, the trader must leave the
country. The factors and agents of the old fur companies tell us
that their goods were as safe in the unguarded trading-post as in
the civilized village. The pioneer settlers have had too much at
stake to excite an Indian massacre, which would overwhelm their
loved ones in ruin. The army are not responsible for Indian
wars; they are ‘“men under authority,” who go where they are
sent. The men who represent the honor of the nation have a
tradition that lying is a disgrace, and that theft forfeits charac-
ter. General Crook expressed the feeling of the army when he
replied to a friend who said, *“It is hard to go on such a cam-
paign.” ¢ Yes, it is hard ; but, sir, the hardest thing is to go and
fight those whom you know are in the right.” The Indian Bu-
reau is often unable to fulfil the treaties, because Congress has
failed to make the appropriations. If its agents are not men of
the highest character, it is largely due to the fact that we send a
man to execute this difficult trust at a remote agency, and expect
him to support himself and family on $1500 a year. The Indian
Bureau represents a system which is a blunder and a crime.

The Indian is the only human being within our territory who
has no individual right in the soil. He is not amenable to or
protected by law. The executive, the legislative, and- judicial

. departments of the Government recognize that he has a posses-
sory right in the soil; but his title is merged in the tribe—the
man has no standing before the law. A Chinese or a Hottentot
would have, but the native American is left pitiably helpless,
This system grew out of our relations at the first settlement of
the country. The isolated settlements along the Atlantic coast
could not ask the Indians, who outnumbered them ten to one, to
accept the position of wards. - No wise policy was adopted, with
altered circumstances, to train the Indians for citizenship. Trea~
ties were made of the same binding force of the constitution ; but
these treaties were unfilled. It may be doubted whether one sin-
gle treaty has ever been fulfilled as it would have been if it had
been made with a foreign power. The treaty has been made as
between two independent sovereigns. Sometimes each party has
been ignorant of the wishes of the other; for the heads of both
parties to the treaty have been on the interpreter’s shoulders, and
he was the owned creature of corrupt men, who desired to use
the Indians as a key to unlock the nation’s treasury. Pledges,
solemnly made, have been shamelessly violated. The Indian has
had no redress but war. In these wars ten white men were kill-
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ed to one Indian, and the Indians who were killed have cost the
Government & hundred thousand dollars each. Then came a new
treaty, more violated faith, another war, until we have not a hun-
dred miles between the Atlantic and Pacific which has not been
the scene of an Indian massacre.

~ All this while Canada has had no Indian wars. Our Govern- .
ment has expended for the Indians a hundred dollars to their one.
They recognize, as we do,that the Indian has a possessory right
to the soil. They purchase this right, as we do, by treaty; but
their treaties are made with the Indian subjects of Her Majesty.
They set apart a permanent reservation for them ; they seldom re-
move Indians; they select agents of high character, who receive
their appointments for life; they make fewer promises, but they
fulfil them ; they give the Indians Christian missions, which have
the hearty support of Christian people, and all their efforts are
toward self-help and civilization. An incident will illustrate the
two systems. The officer of the United States Army who was
sent to receive Alaska from the Russian Government stopped in
British Columbia. Governor Douglas had heard that an Indian
had been murdered by another Indian. He visited the Indian
tribe ; he explained to them that the murdered man was a sub-
Jject of Her Majesty ; he demanded the culprit. The murderer
was surrendered, was tried, was found guilty, and was hanged.
On reaching Alaska the officer happened to enter the Greek
church, and saw on the altar a beautiful copy of the Gospels in
a costly binding studded with jewels. He called upon the Greek
bishop, and said, “ Your Grace,I called to say you had better re-
move that copy of the Gospels from the church, for it may be
stolen.” The bishop replied, “ Why should I remove it? It was
the gift of the mother of the emperor, and has lain on the altar
seventy years,” The officer blushed, aund said, *“There is no law
in the Indian country, and I was afraid it might be stolen.” The
bishop said, “ The book is in God’s house, and it is His book, and
I shall not take it away.” The book remained. The country
became ours, and the next day the Gospel was stolen.

Our Indian wars are needless and wicked. The North Amer-
ican Indian is the noblest type of a heathen man on the earth.
He recognizes a Gregt Spirit; he believes in immortality; he has
a quick intellect; he is a clear thinker; he is brave and fearless,
and, until betrayed, he is true to his plighted faith; he has a pas-
sionate love for his children, and counts it joy to die for his peo-
ple. Our most terrible wars have been with the noblest types of
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the Indians, and with men who had been the white man’s friend,
Nicolet said the Sioux were the finest type of wild men he had
ever seen. Old traders say that it used to be the boast of the
Sioux that they had never taken the life of 8 white man. Lewis
and Clarke, Governor Stevens, and Colonel Steptoe bore testimony
to the devoted friendship of the Nez Percés for the white man.
Colonel Boone, Colonel Bent, General Harney, and others speak
in the highest praise of the Cheyennes. The Navahoes were a
semi-civilized people.

Our best friends have suffered more deeply from our neglect
and violated faith than our most bitter foes. Peaceable Indians
often say, “ You leave us to suffer; if we killed your people, then
you would take care of us.”

Our Indian wars have not come wholly from violated faith. In
time of peace it has been our policy to establish ¢ almshouses” to
train and educate savage paupers. We have purchased paint,
beads, scalping - knives, to deck warriors, and@ have fed them in
idleness at the agency. Around this agency and along the border
were gathered influences to degrade the savage, and sink him to
& depth his fathers had never known. It has only needed a real
or a fancied wrong to have this pauperized savagery break out in
deeds of blood. Under President Grant a new departure was
taken. The peace policy was little more than a name. No
change was made in the Indian system; no rights of property
were given; no laws were passed to protect the Indians. The
President did take the nomination of Indian agents from politi-
cians, who had made the office a reward for political service. He
gave the nomination of Indian agents to the executive committees
of the missionary societies of the different churches, Where these
Christian bodies established schools and missions, and the Gov-
ernment cast its influenee on the side of labor, it was a success.
More has been done to civilize the Indians in the past twelve
years than in any period of our history. The Indian Ring has
fought the new policy at every step; and yet, notwithstanding
our Indian wars, our violated treaties, and our wretched system,
thousands of Indians, who were poor, degraded savages, are now
living as Christian, civilized men. There was a time when it
seemed impossible to secure the attention of the Government to
any wrongs done to the Indians: it is not so to-day. The Gov-
ernment does listen to the friends of the Indians, and@ many of
‘the grosser forms of robbery are stopped. No permanent reform
can be secured until the heart of the people is touched. In 1863
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I visited Washington, to lay before the Administration the causes
which had desolated our fair State with the blood of those slain
by Indian massacre. After pleading in vain,and finding no re-
dress, Secretary Stanton said to a friend, “ What does the Bishop
want? If he came here to tell us that our Indian system is a sink
of iniquity, tell him we all know it. Tell him the United States
never cures a wrong until the people demand it; and when the
hearts of the people are reached the Indian will be eaved.” In
this book the reader will find the sad story of a century—no, not
the whole story, but the fragmentary story of isolated tribes.
The author will have her reward if it shall aid in securing jus-
tice to a noble and a wronged race. Even with the sad experi-
ences of the past we have not learned justice. The Cherokees
and other tribes received the Indian Territory as a compensation

-and atonement for one of the darkest crimes ever committed by

& Christian nation. That territory was conveyed to them by leg-
islation as strong as the wit of statesmen could devise. The fa-
thers who conveyed this territory to the Cherokees are dead.
Greedy eyes covet the land. The plans are laid to wrest it from
its rightful owners. If this great iniquity is consummated, these
Indians declare that all hope in our justice will die out of their
hearts, and that they will defend their country with their lives.

The work of reform is a difficult one; it will cost us time,
effort, and money ; it will demand the best thoughts of the best
men in the country. We shall have to regain the confidence of
our Indian wards by honest dealing and the fulfilment of our -
promises. Now the name of a white man is to the Indians a syn-
onyme for “liar.” Red Cloud recently paid a visit to the Black
Hills, and was hospitably, entertained by his white friends. In
bidding them good-bye he expressed the hope that, if they did
not meet again on earth, they might meet beyond the grave “in
a land where white men ceased to be liars.”

Dark as the history is, there is a brighter side. No missions
to the heathen have been more blessed than those among the In-
dians. Thousands, who were once wild, painted savages, finding
their greatest joy in deeds of war, are now the disciples of the
Prince of Peace. There are Indian churches with Indian congre-
gations, in which Indian clergy are telling the story of God’s love
in Jesus Christ our Saviour. 'Where once was only heard the med-
icine-drum and the song of the scalp-dance, there is now the bell
calling Christians to prayer, and songs of praise and words of
prayer go up to heaven. The Christian home, though only a
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log-cabin, has taken the place of the wigwam ; and the poor, de-
graded Indian woman has been changed to the Christian wife
and mother. With justice, personal rights, and the protection of
law, the Gospel will do for our Red brothers what it has done for
other races—give to them homes, manhood and freedom.

H. B. WaIPPLE, Bishop of Minnesota.
Nzw Yorx. November 11th, 1880,



INTRODUCTION.

THE present number of Indians in the United States does not
exceed three hundred thousand, but is possibly as large now as
when the Europeans began the settlement of the North Ameri-
can continent. Different tribes then existing have dwindled, and
some have become extinct; but there is reason to believe that the
vast territory now occupied by the United States, if not then a
howling” wilderness, was largely an unpeopled solitude. The
roaming wild men who met the new discoverers were, however,
numerous enough to make the Indian problem at the outset a
serious one, while neither its gravity nor its difficulty yet shows
signs of diminution. _

The difficulty is not because the Indians are wild and savage
men, for such men have in the past history of the human race
been subdued and civilized in unnumbered instances, while the
changes which in our time have been wrought among the canni-
bals of the Bouth Sea and the barbarians of South Africa, and
among the wildest and most savage of the North American In-
dians themselves, show abundantly that the agencies of civiliza-
tion ready to our hand are neither wanting nor weak.

The great difficulty with the Indian problem is not with the
Indian, but with the Government and people of the United States.
Instead of a liberal and far-sighted policy looking to the educa-
tion and civilization and possible citizenship of the Indian tribes,
we have suffered these people to remain as savages, for whose fut-
ure we have had no adequate care,and to the consideration of
whose present state the Government has only been moved when
pressed by some present danger. We have encroached upon
their means of subsistence without furnishing them any proper
return; we have shut them up on reservations often notoriously
unfit for them, or, if fit, we have not hesitated to drive them off for
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our profit, without regard to theirs ; wehave treated them sometimes
as foreign nations, with whom we have had treaties; sometimes
a8 wards, who are entitled to no voice in the management of their
affairs; and sometimes as subjects, from whom we have required
obedience, but to whom we have recognized no obligations. That
the Government of the United States, which has often plighted its
faith to the Indian, and has broken it as often, and, while punish-
ing him for his erimes, has given him no status in the courts ex-
cept as a criminal, has been sadly derelict in its duty toward him,
and has reaped the whirlwind only because it has sown the wind,
is set forth in no exaggerated terms in the following pages, and
ought to be acknowledged with shame by every American citizen.

It will be admitted now on every hand that the only solution
of the Indian problem involves the entire change of these people
from a savage to a civilized life. They are not likely to be exter-
minated. Unless we ourselves withdraw from all contact with
them, and leave them to roam untrammeled over their wilds, or
until the power of a Christian civilization shall make them con-
sciously one with us, they will not cease to vex us.

But how shall they become civilized ¢ Civilization is in a most
important sense a gift rather than an acquisition, Men do not
gain it for themselves, except as stimulated thereto by some in-
citement from above themselves. The savage does not labor for
the gratifications of civilized life, since he does not desire these.
His labors and his desires are both dependent upon some spirit-
ual gift, which, having kindled him, quickens his desires and calls
forth his toil. Unless he has some help from without, some light
and life from above to illumine and inspire him, the savage re-
mains a savage, and without this all the blandishments of the civ-
ilization with which he might be brought into contact could no
more win him into a better state than could all the light and
warmth of the sun woo & desert into a fruitful field. When Eng-
lish missionaries went to the Indians in Canada, they took with
them skilled laborers who should teach the Indians how to labor,
and who, by providing them at first with comfortable houses, and
clothing, and food, should awaken their desires and evoke their
efforts to perpetuate and increase these comforts, But the Indian
would not work, and preferred his wigwam, and skins, and raw
flesh, and filth to the cleanliness and conveniences of & civilized
home; and it was only as Christian influences taught bim his in-
ner need, and how this could be supplied, that he was led to wish
and work for the improvement of his outer condition and habits -
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of life. The same is true everywhere. Civilization does not re-
produce itself. It must first be kindled, and can then only be
kept alive by a power genuinely Christian.

But it is idle to attempt to carry Christian influences to any one
unless we are Christian. The first step, therefore, toward the de-
gired transformation of the Indian is a transformed treatment of
him by ourselves. In sober earnest, our Government needs, first of
all, to be Christian, and to treat the Indian question as Christian
principles require. This means at the outset that we should be

_honest, and not talk about maintaining our rights until we are

- willing to fulfil our obligations. It means that we should be kind,
and quite as eager to give the Indian what is ours as to get what
is his. It means that we should be wise, and patient, and per-
severing, abandoning all makeshifts and temporary expedients, and
setting it before us as our fixed aim to act toward him as a broth.
er, until he shall act as a brother toward us. There is no use to
attempt to teach Christian duty to him in words till he has first
seen it exemplified in our own deeds.

The true Christian principle of self-forgetful honesty and kind-
“ness, clearly and continuously exhibited,is the first requisite of

true statesmanship in the treatment of the Indian question. This
would not require, however, the immediate entrance of the Indian
upon all the privileges of citizenship and self-direction. Chris-
tianized though he might be, he would need for a longer or short-
er time guardianship like a child. A wise care for his own inter-
ests could not be expected of him at the outset, and the Govern-
ment should care for him with wise forethought. Obedience to
the law should be required of him, and.the protection of the law
afforded him. The jurisdiction of the courts and the presence of
" the Government should be felt in the Indian Territory and upon
every Indian reservation as powerfully as in the most enlightened
portions of the land. The court should go as early as the school,
if not before, and is itself an educational agency of incalculable
importance.

When the Indian, through wise and Christian treatment, be-
comes invested with all the rights and duties of citizenship, his
special tribal relations will become extinct. This will not be
eagily nor rapidly done; but all our policy should be shaped to-
ward the gradual loosening of the tribal bond, and the gradual
absorption of the Indian families among the masses of our people.
This would involve the bringing to an end of the whole system
of Indian reservations, and would forbid the continued isolation
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of the Indian Territory. It is not wise statesmanship to create
impassable barriers between any parts of our country or any por-
tions of our people.

- Very difficult questions demanding very careful treatment arise
in reference to just this point. Certain Indian tribes now own cer-
tain Indian reservations and the Indian Territory, and this right
of property ought to be most sacredly guarded. But it does not,
therefore, follow that these Indians, in their present state, ought
to control the present use of this property. They may need a
long training before they are wise enough to manage rightfully
what is nevertheless rightfully their own. This training, to
which their property might fairly contribute means, should assid-
uously be given in established schools with required attendance.

If the results thus indicated shall gradually come to pass, the
property now owned by the tribes should be ultimately divided
and held in severalty by the individual members of the tribes.
Such a division should not be immediately made, and, when
made, it should be with great care and faithfulness; but the
Indian himself should, as soon as may be, feel both the incen-
tives and the restraints which an individual ownership of prop-
erty is fitted to excite, and the Government, which is his guar-
dian, having educated him for this ownership, should endow him’
with it. But until the Indian becomes as able as is the average
white man to manage his property for himself, the Government
should manage it for him, no matter whether he be willing or un-
willing to-have this done.

A difficulty arises in the cases—of which there are many—
where treaties have been made by the Government of the United
States with different Indian tribes, wherein the two parties have
agreed to certain definitely named stipulations, Such treaties
have proceeded upon the false view—false in principle,and equal-
ly false in fact—that an Indian tribe, roaming in the wilderness
and living by hunting and plunder, is a nation. In order to be a
nation, there must»be 2. peeple with a code of laws whichithey
practise, and a gogergment-whick they maintain, No vague sense
of some unwritten law, to which 1 hyman nature, in its lowest stages,
doubtless feels some obligation, and no regulations instinctively
adopted for common defence, which the rudest people herded to-
gether will always follow, are enough to constitute a nation.
These Indian tribes are not & nation, and nothing either in their
history or their condition could properly invest them with a trea-
ty-making power.

- —— ..

-
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And yet when exigencies have seemed to require, we have
treated them as nations, and have pledged our own national faith
in solemn covenant with them. It were the baldest truism to
say that this faith and covenant should be fulfilled. Of course it
should be fulfilled. It is to our own unspeakable disgrace that
we have so often failed therein, But it becomes us wisely and
honestly to inquire whether the spirit of these agreements might
not be falsified by their letter, and whether, in order to give the
Indian his real rights, it may not be necessary to set aside preroga-
tives to which he might technically and formally lay claim. If the
Indian Territory and the Indian reservations have been given to
certain tribes as their possession forever, the sacredness of this
guarantee should not shut our eyes to the sacredness also of the
real interests of the people in whose behalf the guarantee was
given. We ought not to lose the substance in our efforts to re-

~ tain the shadow; we ought not to insist _upon the summum jus,

when this would become the summa vmma

Of course the utmost caution is needed in the application of
such a principle. To admit that a treaty with the Indians may
be set aside without the consent of the Indians themselves, is to
open the door again to the same frauds and falsehoods which
have so darkly branded a “ Century of Dishonor.” But our great
trouble has been that we have sought to exact justice from the
Indian while exhibiting no justice to him; and when we shall
manifest that all our procedure toward him is in truth and up-
rightness, we need have no fear but that both his conscience and
his judgment will in the end approve.

- . Jouius H. SEELYR.
Axmzest CoLLzas, Decomber 10, 1880,

Bradshew M. Swe ey,
120 Wendsard pwnin,
Detreit, - Mich.






AUTHOR’S NOTE.

A1y the quotations in this book, where the name of the author-
ity is not cited, are from Official Reports of the War Department
or the Department of the Interior.

The book gives, as its title indicates, only a sketch, and not a
history.

To write in full the history of any one of these Indian commu-
nities, of its forced migrations, wars, and miseries, would fill a vol-
ume by itself

The history of the missionary labors of the different churches
among the Indians would make another volume. It is the one
bright spot on the dark record.

All this T have been forced to leave untouched, in strict ad-
herence to my object, which has been simply to show our causes
for national shame in the matter of our treatment of the Indians,
It is a shame which the American nation ought not to lie under,
for the American people, as a people, are not at heart unjust.

If there be one thing which they believe in more than any
other, and mean that every man on this continent shall have, it is
¢ fair play.” And as soon as they fairly understand how cruelly
it has been denied to the Indian, they will rise up and demand it
for him.

H. H.
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A CENTURY OF DISHONOR.

CHAPTER L
INTRODUCTORY.

Tex question of the honorableness of the United States’
dealings with the Indians turns largely on a much disputed and
little understood point. 'What was the nature of the Indians’
right to the country in which they were living when the conti-
nent of North America was discovered? Between the theory
of some sentimentalists that the Indians were the real owners
of the soil, and the theory of some politicians that they had
no right of ownership whatever in it, there are innumerable
grades and confusions of opinion. The only authority on the
point must be the view and usage as accepted by the great dis-
covering Powers at the time of discovery, and afterward in
their disposition of the lands discovered.

Fortunately, an honest examination of these points leaves no
doubt on the matter.

England, France, Spain, little Portugal—all quarrelling fierce-
ly, and fighting with each other for the biggest share in the
new continent—each claiming “sovereignty of the soil” by
right of priority of discovery —all recognized the Indians’
“right of occupancy” as a right; a right alienable in but two
ways, either by purchase or by conquest.

All their discussions as to boundaries, from 1603 down to

1
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1776, recognized this right and this principle. They reiter-
ated, firstly, that discoverers had the right of sovereignty—a
right in so far absolute that the discoverer was empowered by
it not only to take possession of, but to grant, sell, and con-
vey lands still occupied by Indians—and that for any nation to
attempt to take possession of, grant, sell, or convey any such
Indian-occupied lands while said lands were claimed by other
nations under the right of discovery, was an infringement of
rights, and just occasion of war; secondly, that all this grant-
ing, selling, conveying was to be understood to be “subject to
the Indians’ right of occupancy,” which remained to be extin-
guished either through further purchase or through conquest
by the grantee or purchaser.

Peters, in his preface to the seventh volume of the “ United
States Statutes at Large,” says, “ The history of America, from
its discovery to the present day, proves the umiversal recogni-
tion of these principles.” ,

Each discovering Power might regulate the relations be-
-tween berself and the Indians; but as to the existence of the
Indians’ “right of occupancy,” there was absolute unanimity
among them. That there should have been unanimity regard-
ing any one thing between them, is remarkable. It is impos-
sible -for us to realize what a sudden invitation to greed and
discord lay in this fair, beautiful, unclaimed continent— eight
millions of square miles of land—more than twice the size of
all Europe itself. 'What a lure to-day would such another new
continent prove! The fighting over it would be as fierce now
as the fighting was then, and the “right of occupancy” of the
natives would stand small chance of such unanimous recogni-
tion as the four Great Powers then justly gave'it.

Of the fairness of holding that ultimate sovereignty be-
longed to the civilized discoverer, as against the savage bar
barian, there is no manner nor ground of doubt. To question
this is feeble sentimentalism. But to affirm and uphold this

-
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is not in any wise to overlook the lesser right which remained ;
as good, of its kind, and to its extent, as was the greater right
to which, in the just nature of things, it was bound to give
way.

It being clear, then, that the Indians’ “ right of occupancy”
was a right recognized by all the great discovering Powers,
acted apon by them in all their dispositions of lands here dis-
covered, it remains next to inquire whether the United States
Government, on taking its place among the nations, also recog-
nized or accepted this Indian “right of occupancy ” as an act-
ual right. Upon this point, also, there is no doubt.

“ By the treaty which concluded the War of our Revolution,
Great Britain relinquished all claims not only to the govern-
ment, but to the proprietary and territorial rights of the Unit-
ed States whose boundaries were fixed in the second Article.
By this treaty the powers of the government and the right to
soil which had previously been in Great Britain passed defi-
nitely to these States, We had before taken possession of
them by declaring independence, but neither the declaration of
independence nor the treaty confirming it could give us more
than that which we before possessed, or to which Great Britain
was before entitled. It has never been doubted that either the
United States or the several States had a clear title to all the
lands within the boundary-lines described in the treaty, subject
only to the Indian right of occupancy, and that the exclusive
right to extinguish that right was vested in that government
which might constitutionally exercise it.”*

“Subject to the Indian right of occupancy.” It is mnotice-
able how perpetually this phrase reappears. In their desire to
define, assert, and enforce the greater right, the “ right of sov-
ereignty,” the makers, interpreters, and recorders of law did
not realize, probably, how clearly and equally they were defin-

* Peters, United States Statutes at Large, vol. vii.
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ing, asserting, and enforcing the lesser right, the “right of
occupancy.”

Probably they did not so much as dream that a time would
come when even this lesser right —this least of all rights, it
would seem, which could be claimed by, or conceded to, an
aboriginal inhabitant of a country, however savage—would be
practically denied to our Indians. But if they had foreseen
such a time, they could hardly have left more explicit testi-
mony to meet the exigency.

“The United States have unequivocally acceded to that
great and broad rule by which its civilized inhabitants now
hold this country. They hold and assert in themselves the
title by which it was acquired. They maintain, as all others
have maintained, that discovery gave an exclusive right to ex-
tinguish the Indian title of occupancy, either by purchase or
conquest, and gave also a right to such a degree of sovereignty
as the circumstances of the people would allow them to exercise.

“The power now possessed by the United States to grant
lands resided, while we were colonies, in the Crown or its gran-
tees. The validity of the titles given by either has never been
questioned in our courts. It has been exercised uniformly over
territories in possession of the Indians. The existence of this

power must negative the existence of any right which may

conflict with and control it. An absolate title to lands can-
not exist at the same time in different persons or in different
governments. An absolute must be an exclusive title, or at
least a title which excludes all others not compatible with it.
All our institutions recognize the absolute title of the Crown,
subject only to the Indian right of occupancy, and recognize
the absolute title of the Crown to extinguish the right. This
is incompatible with an absolute and complete title in the In-
dians,”*

* Peters.

-
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Certainly. But it is also “incompatible with an absolute
and perfect title” in the white man! Here again, in their de-
sire to define and enforce the greater right, by making it so
clear that it included the lesser one, they equally define and
enforce the lesser right as a thing to be included. The word
“subject” is a strong participle when it is nsed legally. Pro-
visions are made in wills, “subject to” & widow’s right of
dower, for instance, and the provisions cannot be carried out
without the consent of the person to whom they are thus de-
clared to be “subject.” A title which is pronounced to be
“subject to” anything or anybody cannot be said to be abso-

,Iute till that subjection is removed.

There have been some definitions and limitations by high
legal authority of the methods in which this Indian “right of
occupancy ” might be extinguished even by conquest.

“The title by conquest is acquired and maintained by force.
The conqueror prescribes its limits. Humanity, however, act-
ing on public opinion, has established as a general rule that the
conquered shall not be wantonly oppressed, and that their con-
dition shall remain as eligible as is compatible with the objects
of the conquest. Usually they are incorporated with the vie-
torious nation, and become subjects or citizens of the govern-
ment with which they are connected. * * * When this incor-
poration is practicable. humanity demands, and a wise policy
requires, that the rights of the conquered to property should
remain unimpaired ; that the new subjects should be governed
a3 equitably as the old. * * * When the conquest is complete,
and the conquered inhabitants can be blended with the con-
querors, or safely governed as a distinct people, public opinion,
which not even the conqueror can disregard, imposes these re-
straints upon him, and he cannot neglect them without injury
to his fame, and hazard to his power.”*

* Peters, United States Statutes at Large, vol. vii.
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In the sadly famous case of the removal of the Cherokee
tribe from Georgia, it is recorded as the opinion of our Suo-
' preme Court that “the Indians are acknowledged to have an
unquestionable, and heretofore unquestioned, right to the lands
they occupy until that right shall be extinguished by a volun-
tary cession to the Government.” * * * ¢ The Indian nations
have always been considered as distinct independent political
communities, retaining their original natural rights as the un-
disputed possessors of the soil, from time immemorial, with the
single exception of that imposed by irresistible power, which
excluded them from intercourse with any other European po-
tentate than the first discoverer of the coast of the particular,
region claimed; and this was a restriction which those Eu-
ropean potentates imposed on themselves as well as on the
Indians. The very term ‘nation,’ so generally applied to
them, means ‘a people distinet from others’” The Constitu-
tion, by declaring treaties already made, as well as those to be
made, to be the supreme law of the land, has adopted and
sanctioned the previous treaties with the Indian nations, and
consequently admits their rank among those powers who are
capable of making treaties. The words ‘treaty’ and ‘na-
tion’ are words of our own language, selected in our diplo-
matic and legislative proceedings by ourselves, having each a
definite and well understood meaning. We have applied them
to Indians as we have applied them to other nations of the
earth, They are applied to all in the same sense.”*

In another decision of the Supreme Court we find still
greater emphasis put upon the Indian right of occupancy, by
stating it as a right, the observance of which was stipulated for
in treaties between the United States and other nations.

“When the United States acquired and took possession of
the Floridas, the treaties which had been made with the Indian

* Worcester vs, State of Georgia, 6 Peters, 515.
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tribes before the acquisition of the territory by Spain and
Great Britain remained in force over all the ceded territory, as
the law which regulated the relations with all the Indians who
were parties to them, and were binding on the United States
by the obligation they had assumed by the Louisiana treaty as
a supreme law of the land.

“The treaties with Spain and England before the acquisition
of Florida by the United States, which guaranteed to the Sem-
inole Indians their lands, according to the right of property
with which they possessed them, were adopted by the United
States, who thus became the protectors of all the rights they
(the Indians) had previously enjoyed, or could of right enjoy,
under Great Britain or Spain, as individuals or nations, by any
treaty to which the United States thus became parties in
1803, * * ¥

“The Indian right to the lands as property was not merely
of possession ; that of alienation was concomitant; both were
equally secured, protected, and guaranteed by Great Britain
and Spain, subject only to ratification and confirmation by the
license, charter, or deed from the government representing the
king” * * *

The laws made it necessary, when the Indians sold their
lands, to have the deeds presented to the governor for confir-
mation. The sales by the Indians transferred the kind of right
which they possessed; the ratification of the sale by the gov-
ernor must be regarded as a relinquishment of the title of
the Crown to the purchaser, and no instance is known of re-
fusal of permission to sell, or of the rejection of an Indian
sale.*

“The colonial charters, a great portion of the individual
grants by the proprietary and royal governments, and a still
greater portion by the States of the Union after the Revolu-

* United States vs. Clark, 9 Peters, 168.
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tion, were made for lands within the Indian hunting-grounds.
North Carolina and Virginia, to a great extent, paid their of-
ficers and soldiers of the Revolutionary War by such grants,
and extinguished the arrears due the army by similar means.
It was one of the great resources which sustained the war, not
only by those States but by other States.. The ultimate fee,
encumbered with the right of occupancy, was in the Crown
previous to the Revolution, and in the States afterward, and
subject to grant. This right of occupancy was protected by
the political power, and respected by the courts until extin-
guished.,” ¥ * * “8o the Supreme Court and the State courts
have uniformly held.”*

President Adams, in his Message of 1828, thus describes the
policy of the United States toward the Indians at that time:

“At the establishment of the Federal Government the prin-
ciple was adopted of considering them as foreign and inde-
pendent powers, and also as proprietors of lands. As inde-
pendent powers, we negotiated with them by treaties; as pro-
prietors, we purchased of them all the land which we could
prevail on them to sell; as brethren of the human race, rude

and ignorant, we endeavored to bring them to the knowledge

of religion and letters.”

Kent says: “The European nations which, respectively, es-
tablished colonies in America, assumed the ultimate dominion
to be in themselves, and claimed the exclusive right to grant a
title to the soil, subject only to the Indian right of occupancy.
The natives were admitted to be the rightful occupants of the
soil, with a legal as well as just claim to retain possession of
it, and to use it according to their own discretion, though not
to dispose of the soil at their own will, except to the govern-
ment claiming the right of pre-emption.” * * * “The United
States adopted the same principle; and their exclusive right to

* Clark vs. Smith, 18 Peters.




INTRODUCTORY. 17

extinguish the Indian title by purchase or conquest, and to
grant the soil and exercise such a degree of sovereignty as cir-
cumstances required, has never been judicially questioned.”

Kent also says, after giving the Supreme Court decision in
the case of Johnson vs. M‘Intosh: “ The same court has since
been repeatedly called upon to discuss and decide great ques-
tions concerning Indian rights and title, and the subject has of
late become exceedingly grave and momentous, affecting the
faith and the character, if not the tranquillity and safety, of
the Government of the United States.”

In Gardner’s “Institutes of International Law " the respec-
tive rights to land of the Indians and the whites are thus
summed up: “In our Union the aborigines had ouly a pos-
sessory title, and in the original thirteen States each owned in
fee, subject to the Indian right, all ungranted lands within their
respective limits; and beyond the States the residue of the
ungranted lands were vested in fee in the United States, sud-
Jject to the Indian possessory right, to the extent of the national
limits.”

Dr. Walker, in his “ American Law,” makes a still bricfer
summary : “The American doctrine on the subject of Indian
title is briefly this: The Indians have no fee in the lands they
occupy. The fee is in the Government. They cannot, of
course, aliene them either to nations or individuals, the ex-
clusive right of pre-emption being in the’ Government. Yet
they have a qualified right of occupancy which can only be ez-
tinguished by trealy, and upon fair compensation ; until which
they are entitled to be protected in their possession.”

“ Abbott’s Digest,” one of the very latest authorities, reiter-
ates the same principle: “The right of occupancy has been
recognized in countless ways, among others by many decisions
of courts and opinions of attorney-generals,”

It being thus established that the Indian’s “right of occu-
pancy” in his lands was a right recognized by all the Great

1%
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Powers discovering this continent, and accepted by them as a
right necessary to be extinguished either by purchase or con-
quesﬁ, and that the United States, as a nation, has also from
the beginning recognized, accepted, and acted upon this theory,
it is next in order to inquire whether the United States has
dealt honorably or dishonorably by the Indians in this matter
of their recognized “right of occupancy.”

In regard to the actions of individuals there is rarely much
room for discussion whether they be honorable or dishonor
able, the standard of homor in men’s conduct being, among

the civilized, uniform, well understood, and undisputed: Steal-

ing, for instance, is everywhere held to be dishonorable, as
well as impolitic; lying, also, in all its forms; breaking of
promises and betrayals of trust are scorned even among the

most ignorant people. But when it comes to the discussion of

the acts of nations, there seems to be less clearness of concep-
tion, less uniformity of standard of right and wrong, honor
and dishonor. It is necessary, therefore, in charging a gov-
ernment or nation with dishonorable conduct, to show that
its moral standard ought in nowise to differ from the moral
standard of an individual; that what is cowardly, cruel, base
in a man, is cowardly, cruel, base in a government or nation.
To do this, it is only needful to look into the history of the
accepted “Law of Nations,” from the days of the Emperor
Justinian until now. '

The Roman jurisconsults employed as synonymous, says
‘Wheaton, “the two expressions, ¢ jus gentium,’ that law which
is found among all the known nations of the earth, and *jus
naturale,’ founded on the general nature of mankind; never-
theless, of these two forms of the same idea, the first ought to
be considered as predominant, since it as well as the ‘jus civile’
was a positive law, the origin and development of which must
be sought for in history.”

Nations being simply, as Vattel defines them, “ societies of
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men united together,” it is plain that, if there be such a thing
as the “law of nature,” which men as individuals are bound to
obey, that law is also obligatory on the “ societies™ made up
of men thus “ united.”

_ Hobbes divides the law of nature into that of man and that
of States, saying, “ The maxims of each of these laws are pre-
cisely the same; but as States, once established, assume per-
sonal properties, that which is termed the natural law when we
speak of the daties of individuals is called the law of nations
when applied to whole nations or States.” The Emperor Jus-.
tinian said, “The law of nations is common to the whole hu-
man race.”

Grotius draws the distinction between the law of nature and
the law of nations thus: “ When several persons at different
times and in various places maintain the same thing as certain,
such coincidence of sentiment must be attributed to some gen-
eral cause. Now, in the questions before us, that cause must
necessarily be one or the other of these two—either a just con-
sequence drawn from natural principles, or a universal consent;
the former discovers to us the law of nature, and the latter the
law of nations.”

Vattel defines the “necessary law of nations” to be the “ap-
plication of the law of nature to nations.” He says: “It is
‘ necessary,’ becanse nations are absolutely bound to observe it.
. 'This law contains the precepts prescribed by the law of nature
to States, on whom that law is not less obligatory than on indi-
viduals; since States are composed of men, their resolations are
taken by men, and the law of nations is binding on all men,
under whatever relation they act. This is the law which
Grotius, and those who follow him, call the Internal Law of
Nations, on account of its being obligatory on nations in the
point of conscience.” :

Vattel says again: “ Nations being composed of men nataral-
Iy free and independent, and who before the establishment of
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civil societies lived together in the state of nature, nations or
sovereign States are to be considered as so many free persons
Iiving together in the state of nature.”

And again: “Since men are naturally equal, and a perfect
equality prevails in their right and obligations as equally pro-
ceeding from nature, nations composed of men, and considered
as 80 many free persons living together in the state of nature,
are naturally equal, and inherit from nature the same obliga-
tions and rights. Power or weakness does not in this respect
produce any difference. A dwarf is as much a man as a giant;
& small republic no less a sovereign State than the most power-
ful kingdom.” '

In these two last sentences is touched the key-note of the
true law of nations, as well as of the true law for individuals—
justice. There is among some of the later writers on juris-
prudence a certain fashion of condescending speech in their
quotations from Vattel. As years have gone on, and States
have grown more powerful, and their relations more compli-
cated by reason of selfishness and riches, less and less has been
said about the law of nature as a component and unalterable
part of the law of nations. Fine subtleties of definition, of
limitation have been attempted. Hundreds of pages are full
of apparently learned discriminations between the parts of that
law which are bated on the law of natare and the parts which
are based on the consent and usage of nations. But the two
cannot be separated. No amount of legality of phrase can do
away with the inalienable truth underlying it. 'Wheaton and
President Woolsey to-day say, in effect, the same thing which
Grotius said in 1615, and Vattel in 1758,

Says Wheaton: “International law, as understood among
civilized nations, may be defined as consisting of those rules of
conduct which reason deduces as consonant to justice from the
nature of the society existing among independent nations.”

President Woolsey says: “International law, in a wide and
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abstract sense, would embrace those rules of intercourse be-
tween nations which are deduced from their rights and moral
claims; or, in other words, it is the expression of the jural
and moral relations of States to one another.

“If international law were not made up of rules for which
reasons could be given satisfactory to man’s intellectual and
moral nature, if it were not built on principles of right, it
would be even less of a science than is the code which governs

the actions of polite society.”

"It is evident, therefore, that the one fundamental right, of
which the “law of nations” is at once the expression and the
guardian, is the right of every nation to just treatment from
other nations, the right of even the smallest republic equally
with “the most powerful kingdom.” Just as the one funda-
mental right, of which civil law is the expression and guardian,
is the right of each individual to just treatment from every
other individual: a right indefeasible, inalienable, in nowise
lessened by weakness or strengthened by power—as majestic
in the person of “ the dwarf” as in that of * the giant.”

Of justice, Vattel says: *Justice is the basis of all society,
the sure bond of all commerce. * * *

¢ All nations are under a strict obligation to cultivate justice
toward each other, to observe it scrupulously and carefully,
to abstain from anything that may violate it. * * *

“The right of refusing to submit to injustice, of resisting
injustice by force if necessary, is part of the law of nature, and
as such recognized by the law of nations.

“In vain would Nature give us a right to refuse submitting
to injustice, in vain would she oblige others to be just in their
dealings with us, if we could not lawfully make use of force
when they refused to discharge this duty., The just would lie
at the mercy of avarice and injustice, and all their rights would
soon become useless. From the foregoing right arise, as two
distinet branches, first, the right of a just defence, which be-
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longs to every nation, or the right of making war against who-
ever attacks her and her rights; and this is the foundation of
defensive war. Secondly, the right to obtain justice by force,
if we cannot obtain it otherwise, or to pursue our right by force
of arms. This is the foundation of offensive war.”

Justice is pledged by men to each other by means of prom-
ises or contracts; what promises and contracts are between
men, treaties are between nations.

President Woolsey says: “A contract is one of the highest
acts of human free-will : it is the will binding itself in regard
to the future, and surrendering its right to change a certain
expressed intention, so that it becomes, morally and jurally, a
wrong to act otherwise,

¢ National contracts are even more solemn and sacred than
private ones, on account of the great interests involved ; of the
deliberateness with which the obligations are assumed ; of the
permanence and generality of the obligations, measured by the
national life, and including thousands of particular cases; and
of each nation’s calling, under God, to be a teacher of right to
all, within and without its borders.”

Vattel says: “It is a settled point in natural law that he
who has made a promise to any one has conferred upon him a
real right to require the thing promised; and, consequently,
that the breach of a perfect promise is a violation of another
person’s right, and as evidently an act of injustice as it would
be to rob a man of his property. * * ¥

“There would no longer be any security, no longer any com-
merce between mankind, if they did not think themselves obliged
to keep faith with each other, and to perform their promises.”

It is evident that the whole weight of the recognized and
accepted law of nations is thrown on the side of justice be-
tween nation and nation, and is the recognized and accepted
standard of the obligation involved in compacts between na-
tlon and nation.

—— ——
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‘We must look, then, among the accepted declarations of the
‘law of nations for the just and incontrovertible measure of the
shame of breaking national compacts, and of the wickedness of
the nations that dare to do it.

‘We shall go back to the earliest days of the world, and find
no dissent from, no qualification of the verdict of the infamy
of such acts. Livy says of leagues: “ Leagues are such agree-
ments as are made by the command of the supreme power, and
whereby the whole nation is made liable to the wrath of God
if they infringe it.”

Grotius opens his “ Admonition,” in conclusion of the third
book of his famous * Rights of War and Peace,” as follows:
“‘For it is by faith,’ saith Cicero, ‘that not commonwealths
only, but that grand society of nations is maintained.’ *Take
away this,’ saith Aristotle, ‘and all human commerce fails.’
It is, therefore, an execrable thing to break faith on which so
many lives depend. It is,’ saith Seneca, ‘the best ornament
wherewith God hath beautified the rational soul ; the strongest
sapport of human society, which ought so much the more in-
violably to be kept by sovereign princes by how much they

may sin with greater license and impunity than other men.
" Wherefore take away faith, and men are more fierce and cruel
than savage beasts, whose rage all men do horribly dread. Jus-
tice, indeed, in all other of her parts hath something that is
obscure; but that whereunto we engage our faith is of itself
clear and evident; yea, and to this very end do men pawn
their faith, that in their negotiations one with another all
doubts may be taken away, and every scruple removed. How
much more, then, doth it concern kings to keep their faith in-
violate, as well for conscience’ sake as in regard to their honor
and reputation, wherein consists the authority of a king-
dom.7 ” .

Vattel says: “Treaties are no better than empty words, if
nations do not consider them as respectable engagements, as
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rules which are to be inviolably observed by soverexgns, and
held sacred throughout the whole earth.

“The faith of treaties—that firm and sincere resolution, that
invariable constancy in fulfilling our engagements, of which we
make profession in a treaty—is therefore to be beld sacred and
inviolable between the nations of the earth, whose safety and
repose it secures; and if mankind be not wilfully deficient in
their duty to themselves, infamy must ever be the portion of
bim who violates his faith, * * *

“ He who violates his treaties, violates at the same time the
law of nations, for he disregards the faith of treaties, that faith
which the law of nations declares sacred ; and, so far as de-
pendent on him, he renders it vain and ineffectual. Doubly
guilty, he does an injury to his ally, and he does an injury to
all nations, and inflicts a wound on the great society of man-
kind. * * *

“On the observance and execution of treaties,” said a re-
spectable sovereign, “ depends.all the security which princes
and States have with respect to each other, and no dependence
could henceforward be placed in future conventions if the ex-
isting ones were not to be observed.”

It is sometimes said, by those seeking to defend, or at least
palliate, the United States Government’s repeated disregard of
its treaties with the Indians, that no Congress can be held re-
sponsible for the acts of the Congress preceding it, or can bind
the Congress following it; or, in other words, that each Con-
gress may, if it chooses, undo all that has been done by previ-
ous Congresses. However true this may be of some legislative
acts, it is clearly not true, according to the principles of inter-
national law, of treaties.

On this point Vattel says: “Since public treaties, even those
of a personal nature, concluded by a king, or by another sov-
ereign who is invested with sufficient power, are treaties of
State, and obligatory on the whole nation, real treaties, which

———
-
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were intended to subsist independently of the person who has
concluded them, are undoubtedly binding on his successors;
and the obligation which such treaties impose on the State
passes successively to all her rulers as soon as they assume the
public authority. The case is the same with respect to the
rights acquired by those treaties. They are acquired for the
State, and successively pass to her conductors.”

Von Martens says: “Treaties, properly so called, are either
personal or real. They are personal when their continuation
in force depends on the person of the sovereign or his family,
with whom they have been contracted. They are real when
their duration depends on the State, independently of the per-
son who contracts. Consequently, all treaties between repub-
lics must be real. All treaties made for a time specified or
forever are real. ¥ ¥ ¥

“This division is of the greatest importance, because real
treaties never cease to be obligatory, except in cases where all
treaties become invalid. Every successor to the sovereignty, in
virtue of whatever title he may succeed, is obliged to observe
them without their being renewed at his accession.”

Wheaton says: “They (treaties) continue to bind the State,
whatever intervening changes may take place in its internal
constitution or in the persons of its rulers. The State contin-
ues the same, notwithstanding such change, and consequently
the treaty relating to national objects remains in force so long
as the nation exists as an independent State.”

There is no disagreement among authorities on this point,
It is also said by some, secking to defend or palliate the Unit-
ed States Government’s continnous violations of its treaties
with the Indians, that the practice of all nations has been and
is to abrogate a treaty whenever it saw good reason for doing
so. This is true; but the treaties have been done away with
in one of two ways, either by a mutual and peaceful agreement
to that effect between the parties who had made it—the treaty
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being considered in force until the consent of both parties to
its abrogation had been given—or by a distinct avowal on the
part of one nation of its intention no longer to abide by it,
and to take, therefore, its chances of being made war upon in
consequence. Neither of these courses has been pursued by
the United States Government in its treaty-breaking with the
Indians.

Vattel says, on the dissolution of treaties: * Treaties may be
dissolved by mutual consent at the free-will of the contracting
powers.”

Grotius says: “If either party violate the League, the other
party is freed; because each Article of the League hath the
form and virtue of a condition.”

Kent says: “ The violation of any one article of a treaty is
a violation of the whole treaty. * * *

“It is a principle of universal jurisprudence that a compact
cannot be rescinded by one party ouly, if the other party does
not consent to rescind it, and does no act to destroy it. ¥ ¥ *

“To recommence a war by breach of the articles of peace, is
deemed much more odious than to provoke a war by some
new demand or aggression; for the latter is simply injustice,
but in the former case the party is guilty both of perfidy and
injustice.”

It is also said, with unanswerable irrelevancy, by some who
seek to defend or palliate the United States Government’s con-
tinuous violation of its treaties with the Indians, that it was,
in the first place, absurd to make treaties with them at all, to
consider them in any sense as treaty-making powers or na-
tions. The logic of this assertion, made as a justification for
the breaking of several hundred treaties, concluded at different
times during the last hundred years, and broken as fast as
concluded, seems almost equal to that of the celebrated de-
fence in the case of the kettle, which was cracked when it was
lent, whole when returned, and, in fact, was never borrowed at
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all. Tt would be a waste of words to reason with minds that
can see in this position any shelter for the United States Gov-
ernment against the accusation of perfidy in its treaty relations
with the Indians.

The statement is undoubtedly a true one, that the Indians,
having been placed in the anomalous position as tribes, of “do-
mestic dependent nations,” and as individuals, in the still more
anomalous position of adult “wards,” have not legally pos-
sessed the treaty-making power. Our right to put them, or
to consider them to be in those anomalous positions, might
be successfully disputed; but they, helpless, having accepted
such- positions, did, no doubt, thereby lose their right to be
treated with as nations. Nevertheless, that is neither here nor
there now : as soon as our Government was established, it pro-
ceeded to treat with them as nations by name and designation,
and with precisely the same forms and ratifications that it used
in treating with other nations; and it continued to treat with
them as nations by name and designation, and with continually
increasing solemnity of asseveration of good intent and good
faith, for nearly a century. The robbery, the cruelty which
were done under the cloak of this hundred years of treaty-
making and treaty-breaking, are greater than can be told.
Neither mountains nor deserts stayed them; it took two seas
to set their bounds.

In 1871, Congress, either ashamed of making treaties only
to break them, or grudging the time, money, and paper it
wasted, passed an act to the effect that no Indian tribe should
hereafter be considered as a foreign nation with whom the
United States might contract by treaty. There seems to have
been at the time, in the minds of the men who passed this
act, a certain shadowy sense of some obligation being involved
in treaties; for they added to the act a proviso that it should
not be construed as invalidating any treaties already made.
But this sense of obligation must have been as short-lived as
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shadowy, and could have had no element of shame in it, since
they forthwith proceeded, unabashed, to negotiate still more
treaties with Indians, and break them; for instance, the so-
called * Brunot Treaty ” with the Ute Indians in Colorado, and
one with the Crow Indians in Montana—both made in the
summer of 1873. They were called at the time “conven-
tions ” or “agreements,” and not * treaties;” but the differ-
ence is only in name,

They stated, in a succession of numbered articlés, F'Olﬁlm
of payment of moneys, and surrenders and cessions of land,
by both parties; were to be ratified by Congress before taking
effect; and were understood by the Indians agreeing to them
to be as binding as if they had been called treaties. The fact
that no man’s sense of justice openly revolted against such
subterfuges, under the name of agreements, is only to be ex-
plained by the deterioration of the sense of honor in the na-
tion. In the days of Grotius there were men who failed to
see dishonor in a trick if profit came of it, and of such he
wrote in words whose truth might sting to-day as, no doubt,
it stung then :

*Whereas there are many that think it superfluous to re-
quire that justice from a free people or their governors which
they exact daily from private men, the ground of this error is
this: because these men respect nothing in the law but the
profit that ariseth from it, which in private, persons, being
single and unable to defend themselves, is plain and evident;
but for great cities, that seem to have within themselves all
things necessary for their own well-being, it doth not so plain-
ly appear that they have any need of that virtue called jus-
tice which respects strangers.”

These extracts from unquestioned aunthorities on internation-
al law prove that we may hold nations to standards of justice
and good faith as we hold men; that the standards are the
same in each case; and that a nation that steals gnd lies and
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breaks promises, will no more be respected or unpunished than
a man who steals and lies and breaks promises. It is possible
to go still farther than this, and to show that a nation habitu-
ally guilty of such conduct might properly be dealt with there-
for by other nations, by nations in nowise suffering on account
of her bad faith, except as all nations suffer when the interests
of human society are injured.

“The interest of human society,” says Vattel, “ would au-
thorize all the other nations to form a confederacy, in order to
bumble and chastise the delinquent.” * * * When a nation
“regards no right as sacred, the safety of the human race re-
quires that she should be repressed. To form and support an
unjust pretension is not only doing an injury to the party
whose interests are affected by that pretension; but to despise
justice in general is doing an injury to all nations.”

The history of the United States Government’s repeated vio-
lations of faith with the Indians thus convicts us, as a nation,
not only of having outraged the principles of justice, which are
the basis of international law; and of having laid ourselves
open to the accusation of both cruelty and perfidy; but of
having made ourselves liable to all punishments which follow
upon such sins—to arbitrary punishment at the hands of any
civilized nation who might see fit to call us to account, and to
that more certain natural punishment which, sooner or later, as
surely comes from evil-doing as harvests come from sown seed.

To prove all this it is only necessary to study the history of
any one of the Indian tribes. I propose to give in the follow-
ing chapters merely outline sketches of the history of a few of
them, not entering more into details than is necessary to show
the repeated broken faith of the United States Government to-
ward them. A full history of the wrongs they have suffered
at the hands of the authorities, military and civil, and also of
the citizens of this country, it would take years to write and
volumes to hold.
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There is but one hope of righting this wrong. It lies in
appeal to the heart and the conscience of the American people.

. _ What the people demand, Congress will do. It has been—to

our shame be it spoken—at the demand of part of the people
that all these wrongs have been committed, these treaties bro-
ken, these robberies done, by the Government.

So long as there remains on our frontier one square mile of
land occupied by a weak and helpless owner, there will be a
" strong and unscrupulous frontiersman ready to seize it, and a
weak and unscrupulous politician, who can be hired for a vote
or for money, to back him.

The only thing that can stay this is a mighty outspoken
sentiment and purpose of the great body of the people. Right
sentiment and right purpose in a Senator here and there, and
a Representative here and there, are little more than straws
which make momentary eddies, but do not obstruct the tide.
The precedents of a century’s unhindered and profitable rob-
bery have mounted up into a very Gibraltar of defence and
shelter to those who care for nothing but safety and gain.
That such precedents should be held, and openly avowed as
standards, is only one more infamy added to the list. Were
such logic employed in the case of an individual man, how
quick would all men see its enormity. Suppose that a man
had had the misfortune to be born into a family whose name
had been blackened by generations of criminals; that his father,
his grandfather, and his great-grandfather before them had
lived in prisons, and died on scaffolds, should that man say
in his soul, “Go to! What is the use? I also will commit
robbery and murder, and get the same gain by it which my
family must have done?’ Or shall he say in his soul, *“God
help me! I will do what may be within the power of one
man, and the compass of one generation, to atone for the
wickedness, and to make clean the name of my dishonored
house I
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What an opportunity for the Congress of 1880 to cover it-
self with a lustre of glory, as the first to cut short our nation’s
record of cruelties and perjuries! the first to attempt to re-

deem the name of the United States from the stain of a cen-
tary of dishonor!
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CHAPTER IL )

THE DELAWARES.

Waexr Hendrik Hudson anchored his ship, the Half Moon,
off New York Island in 1609, the Delawares stood in great
numbers on the shore to receive him, exclaiming, in their inno-
cence, “ Behold ! the gods have come to visit us!”

More than a hundred years later, the traditions of this event
were still current in the tribe. The aged Moravian missionary,
Heckewelder, writing in 1818, says:

“I at one time, in April, 1787, was astonished when I heard
one of their orators, a great chief of the Delawares, Pachgants-
chilias by name, go over this ground, recapitulating the most
extraordinary events which had before happened, and conclud-
ing in these words: ‘I admit that there are good white men,
but they bear no proportion to the bad; the bad must be the
strongest, for they rule. They do what they please. They en-
slave those who are not of their color, although created by the
same Great Spirit who created them. They would make slaves
of us if they could; but as they cannot do it, they kill us.
There is no faith to be placed in their words. They are not
like the Indians, who are only enemies while at war, and are
friends in peace. They will say to an Indian, “ My friend;
my brother!” They will take him by the hand, and, at the
same moment, destroy him. And so you’ (he was addressing
himself to the Christian Indians at Gnadenhiitten, Pennsylva.
nia) ‘will also be treated by them before long. Remember that




THE DELAWARES. , 33

this day I have warned you to beware of such friends as these.
I know the Long-knives. They are not to be trusted.’”

The original name of the Delawares was Lenni Lenape, or
“original people.” They were also called by the Western
tribes Wapenachki, “ people at the rising of the sun.”' When
the name “ Delawares” was given to them by the whites, they
at first resented it; but being told that they, and also one of
their rivers, were thus named after a great English brave—Lord
De la Warre—they were much pleased, and willingly took the
name. Their lands stretched from the Hudson River to the
Potomac. They were a noble-spirited but gentle people;
much under the control of the arrogant and all-powerful Iro-
quois, who had put upon them the degradation of being called
“women,” and being forced to make war or give up land at
the pleasure of their masters,

During William Penn’s humane administration of the affairs
of Pennsylvania, the Delawares were his most devoted friends.
They called him Mignon, or Elder Brother.

“From his first arrival in their country,” says Heckewelder,
“a friendship was formed between them, which was to last as
long as the sun should shine, and the rivers flow with water.
That friendship would undoubtedly have continued to the
end of time, had their good brother always remained among
them.” :

In the French and Indian war of 1755 many of them fought
on the side of the French against the English; and in the be-
ginning of our Revolutionary war the majority of them sided
with the English against us.

Most of the memorable Indian massacres which happened
during this period were the result of either French or English
influence. Neither nation was high-minded enough to scorn
availing herself of savage allies to do bloody work which she
would not have dared to risk national reputation by doing her-
self. This fact is too much overlooked in the habitual esti-

2
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mates of the barbarous ferocity of the Indian character as
shown by those early massacres.*

The United States’ first treaty with the Delawares was made
in 1778, at Fort Pitt. The parties to it were said to be “the
United States and the Delaware Nation.” It stipulates that there
shall be peace, and that the troops of the United States may pass
“through the country of the Delaware Nation,” upon paying the
full value of any supplies they may use. It further says that,
“ Whereas the enemies of the United States have endeavored
by every artifice to possess the Indians with an opinion that
it is our design to extirpate them, and take possession of their
country; to obviate such false suggestions, the United States
guarantee to said nation of Delawares, and their heirs, all their
territorial rights in the fullest and most ample manner as
bounded by former treaties.” _ '

The treaty also provides that, “ should it for the future be
fonnd conducive for the mutual interest of both parties to in-

. vite any other tribes who have been friends to the interests of

the United States to join the present confederation and form
a State, whereof the Delaware Nation shall be the head,” it
shall be done; and the Delawares shall be entitled to send a
representative to Congress.}

The Delawares agreed to send all the warriors they could
spare to fight for us, and that there should be peace and per-
petual friendship.

At this time the rest of the Ohio tribes, most of the New
York tribes, and a large part of the Delawares were in arms on
the British side. When the war of the Revolution was con-
cluded, they were all forced to make peace as best they could
with us; and in our first treaty we provided for the reinstating
in the Delaware Nation of the chiefs and headmen who had

* See Appendix, Art. X.
1 It is superfluous to say that these provisions were never carried out.
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made that old alliance with us; they having lost caste in
their tribe for having fought on our side.

“It is agreed,” says the final Article of the treaty, “that the
Delaware chiefs, Kelelamand, or Lieut.-colonel Henry, Henque
Pushees, or the Big Cat, and Wicocalind, or Captain White
Eyes, who took up the hatchet for the United States, and their
families, shall be received into the Delaware Nation in the same
sitnation and rank as before the war, and enjoy their due por-
tions of the lands given to the Wyandotte and Delaware nations
in this treaty, as fully as if they had not taken part with Amer-
ica, or as any other person or persons in the said nations.”

This Captain White Eyes had adhered to our cause in spite
of great opposition from the hostile part of the tribe. At one
time he was threatened with a violent death if he should dare
to say one word for the American cause; but by spirited ha-
rangues he succeeded in keeping the enthusiasmn of his own
party centred around himself, and finally carrying them over to
the side of the United States. Some of his speeches are on rec-
ord, and are worthy to be remembered :

“If you will go out in this war,” he said to them at one
time, when the band were inclined to join the British, * you
shall not go without me. I have taken peace measures, it is
true, with the view of saving my tribe from destruction ; but if
you think me in the wrong, if you give more credit to runaway
vagabonds than to your own friends—to a man, to a warrior,
to a Delaware—if you insist on fighting the Americans—go!
and I will go with you. And I will not go like the bear-hunt-
er, who sets his dogs on the animal to be beaten about with his
paws, while he keeps himself at a safe distance. Noj; I will
lead you on; I will place myself in the front; I will fall with
the first of you! You can do as you choose; but as for me, I
will not survive my nation. I will not live to bewail the mis-
erable destruction of a brave people, who deserved, as you do,
a better fate.”

|
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Were there many speeches made by commanders to their
troops in those revolutionary days with which these words do
not compare favorably ¢

This treaty, by which our faithful ally, Wicocalind, was re-
instated in his tribal rank, was made at Fort M‘Intosh in
1785. The Wyandottes, Chippewas, and Ottawas, as well as
the Delawares, joined in it. They acknowledged themselves
and all their tribes to be “under the protection of the United
States, and of no other sovereign whatsoever.” The United
States Government reserved “the post of Detroit” and an
outlying district around it; also, the post at Michilimackinac,
with a surrounding district of twelve miles square, and some
other reserves for trading-posts.

The Indians’ lands were comprised within lines partly indi-
cated by the Cuyahoga, Big Miami, and Ohio rivers and their
branches; it fronted on Lake Erie; and if “ any citizen of the
United States,” or “any other person not an Indian,” attempt-
ed “to settle on any of the lands allotted to the Delaware and
‘Wyandotte nations in this treaty "—the fifth Article of the
treaty said—* the Indians may punish him as they please.”

Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Pennsylvania, all are largely made

up of the lands which were by this first treaty given to the

Indians. .

Five years later, by another treaty at Fort Harmar, the pro-
visions of this treaty were reiterated, the boundaries somewhat
changed and more accurately defined. The privilege of hunt-
ing on all the lands reserved to the United States was prom-
ised to the Indians “ without hinderance or molestation, so long
as they behaved themselves peaceably;” and “that nothing
may interrupt the peace and harmony now established between
the United States and the aforesaid nations,” it was promised
in one of the articles that white men committing offences or
murders on Indians should be punished in the same way as
Indians committing such offences.
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The year before -this treaty Congress had resolved that “ the
sum of $20,000, in addition to the $14,000 already appropri-
ated, be appropriated for defraying the expenses of the treaties
which have been ordered, or which may be ordered to be held,
in the present year, with the several Indian tribes in the North-
ern Department; and for extinguishing the Indian claims, the
whole of the said $20,000, together with $6000 of the said
$14,000, to be applied solely to the purpose of extinguishing
Indian claims to the lands they have already ceded to the
United States by obtaining regular conveyances for the same,
and for extending a purchase beyond the limits hitherto fixed
by treaty.”

Here is one of the earliest records of the principle and
method on which the United States Government first began
its dealings with Indians. “Regular conveyances,” “ extin-
guishing claims” by ‘“extending purchase.” These are all
the strictest of legal terms, and admit of no double interpre-
tations,

The Indians had been much dissatisfled ever since the first
treaties were made. They claimed that they had been made
by a few only, representing a part of the tribe; and, in 1786,
they had held a great council on the banks of the Detroit
River, and sent a message to Congress, of which the following
extracts will show the spirit.

They said: “It is now more than three years since peace
was made between the King of Great Britain and you; but
we, the Indians, were disappointed, finding ourselves not in-
cluded in that peace according to our expectations, for we
thought that its conclusion would have promoted a friendship
between the United States and the Indians, and that we might
enjoy that happiness that formerly subsisted between us and
our Elder Brethren. We have received two very agreeable
messages from the Thirteen United States. We also received
a message from the king, whose war we were engaged in, de-
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siring us to remain quiet, which we accordingly complied with.
During this time of tranquillity we were deliberating the best
method we could to form a lasting reconciliation with the Thir-
teen United States. * * ¥ We are still of the same opinion
as to the means which may tend to reconcile us to each other;
and we are sorry to find, although we had the best thoughts
in our minds during the before-mentioned period, mischief has
nevertheless happened between you and us. We are still anx-
ious of putting our plan of accommodation into execution, and
we shall briefly inform you of the means that seem most prob-
able to us of effecting a firm and lasting peace and reconcilia-
tion, the first step toward which should, in our opinion, be
that all treaties carried on with the United States on our parts
should be with the general will of the whole confederacy, and
carried on in the most open manner, without any restraint on
either side; and especially as landed matters are often the sub-
ject of our councils with you—a matter of the greatest impor-
tance and of general concern to us—in this case we hold it
indisputably necessary that any cession of our lands should be
made in the most public manner, and by the united voice of
the confederacy, holding all partial treaties as void and of no
effect. * * * We say, let us meet half-way, and let us pur-
sue such steps as become upright and honest men. We beg
that you will prevent your surveyors and other people from
coming upon our side of the Ohio River.”

These are touching words, when we remember that only
the year before the United States had expressly told these In-
dians that if any white citizens attempted to settle on their
lands they might “ punish them as they pleased.”

“We have told yon before we wished to pursue just steps,
and we are determined they shall appear just and reasonable in
the eyes of the world. This is the determination of all the
chiefs of our confederacy now assembled here, notwithstanding
the accidents that have happened in our villages, even when in
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council, where several innocent chiefs were killed when abso-
lutely engaged in promoting a peace with you, the Thirteen
Unhited States.”

The next year the President instructed the governor of the
territory northwest of the Ohio to “ examine carefully into the
real temper of the Indian tribes” in his department, and says:
“The treaties which have been made may be examined, but
must not be departed from, unless a change of boundary ben-
eficial to the United States can be obtained.” He says also:
“You will not neglect any opportunity that may offer of extin-
guishing the Indian rights to the westward, as far as the Mis-
sissippi.”’

Beyond that river even the wildest dream of greed did not
at that time look.

The President adds, moreover: “ You may stipulate that any
white persons going over the said boundaries without a license
from the proper officers of the United States may be treated
in such manner as the Indians may see fit.”

I have not yet seen, in any accounts of the Indian hostilities
on the North-western frontier during this period, any reference
to those repeated permissions given by the United States to
the Indians, to defend their lands as they saw fit. Probably
the greater number of the pioneer settlers were as ignorant of
these provisions in Indian treaties as are the greater number of
American citizens to-day, who are honestly unaware—and being
unaware, are therefore incredulous—that the Indians had either
provocation or right to kill intruders on their lands.

At this time separate treaties were made with the Six Na-
tions, and the governor says that these treaties were made sep-
arately becanse of the jealousy and hostility existing between
them and the Delawares, Wyandottes, etc., which he is “not
willing to lessen,” because it weakens their power. “Indeed,”:
he frankly adds, “it would not be very difficult, if circum-
stances required it, to set them at deadly variance.”
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Thus early in our history was the ingenious plan evolved of
first maddening the Indians into war, and then falling upon
them with exterminating punishment. The gentleman who
has left on the official records of his country his claim to the
first suggestion and recommendation of this method is “ Arthur
8t. Clair, governor of the territory of the United States north-
west of the Ohio River, and commissioner plenipotentiary of
the United States of America for removing all causes of con-
troversy, regulating trade, and settling boundaries with the In-
dian nations in the Northern Department.”

Under all these conditions, it is not a matter of wonder that
" the frontier was a scene of perpetual .devastation and blood-
shed ; and that, year by year, there grew stronger in the minds
of the whites a terror and hatred of Indians; and in the minds
of the Indians a stronger and stronger distrust and hatred of
the whites.

The Delawares were, throngh the earlier part of these trou-
bled times, friendly. In 1791 we find the Secretary of War
recommending the commissioners sent to treat with the hostile
Miamis and Wabash Indians to stop by the way with the
friendly Delawares, and take some of their leading chiefs with
them as allies. He says, “these tribes are our friends,” and,
as far as is known, “the treaties have been well observed by
them.”

But in 1792 we find them mentioned among the hostile
tribes to whom was sent a message from the United States
Government, containing the following extraordinary para-
graphs:

“Brethren: The President of the United States entertains
the opinion that the war which exists is an error and mistake
on your parts, That you believe the United States want to
deprive you of your lands, and drive you out of the country.
Be assured that this is not so ; on the contrary, that we should
be greatly gratified with the opportunity of imparting to you
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all the blessings of civilized life; of teaching youn to cultivate
the earth, and raise corn; to raise oxen, sheep, and other do-
mestic animals; to build comfortable houses; and to educate
your children so as ever to dwell apon the land.

“ Consult, therefore, upon the great object of peace; call in
your parties, and enjoin a cessation of all further depredations;
and as many of the principal chiefs as shall choose repair to
- Philadelphia, the seat of the Great Government, and there
make a peace founded on the principles of justice and human-
ity. Remember that no additional lands will be required of
you, or any other tribe, to those that have been ceded by former
treaties.” d

It was in this same year, also, that General Patnam said to
them, in a speech at Post Vincennes: “The United States
don’t mean to wrong you out of your lands. They don’t
want to take away your lands by force. They want to do you
justice.” And the venerable missionary, Heckewelder, who had
journeyed all the way from Bethlehem, Penusylvania, to try to
help bring about peace, said to them, ““The great chief who
has spoken to you is a good man. He loves you, and will al-
ways speak the truth to you. I wish you to listen to his words,
and do as he desires youn.”

In 1793 a great council was held, to which came the chiefs
and headmen of the Delawares, and of twelve other tribes,
to meet commissioners of the United States, for one last ef-
fort to settle the vexed boundary question. The records of
this council are profoundly touching. The Indians reitera-
ted over and over the provisions of the old treaties which
had established the Ohio River as one of their boundaries.
Their words were not the words of ignorant barbarians, clum-
sily and doggedly holding to a point; they were the words of
clear-headed, statesman-like rulers, insisting on the rights of
their nations. As the days went on, and it became more and

more clear that the United St.:t.es commissioners would not
2
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agree to the establishment of the boundary for which the In-
dians contended, the speeches of the chiefs grow sadder and
sadder. Finally, in desperation, as a last hope, they propose to
the commissioners that all the money which the United States
offers to pay to them for their lands shall be given to the white
settlers to induce them to move away. They say:

“Money to us is of no value, and to most of us unknown;
and as no consideration whatever can induce us to sell the lands
on which we get sustenance for our women and children, we
hope we may be allowed to point out a mode by which your
settlers may be easily removed, and peace thereby obtained.

“We know that these settlers are poor, or they would never
have ventured to live in a country which has been in continual
trouble ever since they crossed the Ohio. Divide, therefore,
this large sum of money which you have offered us among
these people; give to each, also, a proportion of what you say
you would give to us annually, over and above this very large
sum of money, and we are persuaded they would most readily
accept of it in lieu of the lands you sold them. If you add,
also, the great sums you must expend in raising and paying
armies with a view to force us to yield you our country, you
will certainly have more than sufficient for the purpose of re-
paying these settlers for all their labor and their improve-
ments.

“You have talked to us about concessions. It appears
strange that you should expect any from us, who have only
been defending our just rights against your invasions, We
want peace. Restore to us our country,and we shall be ene-
mies no longer.

%% % * We desire you to consider, brothers, that our only
demand is the peaceable possession of a small part of our once
great country. Look back and review the lands from whence
we have been driven to this spot. We can retreat no farther,
because the country behind hardly affords food for its present
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inhabitants, and we have therefore resolved to leave our bones
in this small space to which we are now confined.”

The commissioners replied that to make the Ohio River the
boundary was now impossible; that they sincerely regretted
that peace could not be made; but, “knowing the upright and
liberal views of the United States,” they trust that *impartial
judges will not attribute the continuance of the war to them.”

Notice was sent to the governor that the Indians “ refused
to make peace;” and General Anthony Wayne, a few weeks
later, wrote to the Secretary of War, * The safety of the West-
ern frontiers, the reputation of the legion, the dignity and in-
terest of the nation—all forbid a retrograde manceuvre, or giv-
ing up one inch of ground we now possess, till the enemy are
compelled to sue for peace.” .

The history of the campaigns that followed is to be found in
many volumes treating of the pioneer life of Ohio and other
North-western States. One letter of General Wayne's to the
Secretary of War, in August, 1794, contains a paragraph which
is interesting, as showing the habits and method of life of the
people whom we at this time, by force of arms, drove out
from their homes—homes which we had only a few years be-
fore solemnly guaranteed to them, even giving them permission
to punish any ‘white intruders there as they saw fit. By a
feint of approaching Grand Glaize through the Miami villages,
General Wayne surprised the settlement, and the Indians, be-
ing warned by a deserter, had barely time to flee for their
lives. What General Wayne had intended to do may be in-
ferred from this sentence in his letter: “I have good grounds
to conclude that the defection of this villain prevented the
enemy from receiving a fatal blow at this place when least
expected.”

However, he consoles himself by the fact that he has
“gained possession of the grand emporium of the hostile In-
dians of the West without loss of blood. The very extensive
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and highly cultivated fields and gardens show the work of
many hands, The margins of those beautiful rivers—the Mi-
. amis, of the Lake, and Au Glaize—appear like one continued
village for a number of miles, both above and below this place;
por have I ever before beheld such immense fields of corn in
any part of America, from Canada to Florida.”

All these villages were burnt, and all these cornfields de-
stroyed ; the Indians were followed up and defeated in a sharp
fight. The British agents did their best to keep them hostile,
and no inconsiderable aid was furnished to them from Canada.
But after a winter of suffering and hunger, and great vacilla-
tions of purpose, they finally decided to yield to the inevitable,
and in the summer of 1795 they are to be found once more
assembled in council, for the purpose of making a treaty ; once
more to be told by the representatives of the United States
Government that “ the heart of General Washington, the Great
Caief of America, wishes for nothing so much as peace and
brotherly love;” that *such is the justice and liberality of the
United States,” that they will now a third time pay for lands;
and that they are “acting the part of a tender father to them
and their children in thus providing for them not only at pres-
ent, but forever.”

Eleven hundred and thirty Indians (eleven tribes, besides
the Delawares, being represented) were parties to this treaty.
By this treaty neatly two-thirds of the present State of Ohio
were ceded to the United States; and, in consideration of these
“cessions and relinquishments, and to manifest the liberality
of the United States as the great means of rendering this peace
strong and perpetual,” the United States relinquished all claims
“to all other Indian lands northward of the River Ohio, east-
ward of the Mississippi, and westward and southward of the
Great Lakes and the waters uniting them, according to the
boundary line agreed upon by the United States and the King
of Great Britain, in the treaty of peace made between them
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in the year 1783,” with the exception of four tracts of land.
But it was stated to the Indians that these reservations were
not made “to annoy or impose the smallest degree of re-
straint on them in the quiet enjoyment and full possession
of their lands,” but simply to “connect the settlements of the
people of the United States,” and “to prove convenient and
advantageous to the different tribes of Indians residing and
hunting in their vicinity.”

The fifth Article of the treaty is: “To prevent any misun-
derstanding about the Indian lands now relinquished by the
United States, it is explicitly declared that the meaning of that
relinquishment is this: that the Indian tribes who have a right
to those lands are quietly to enjoy them—hunting, planting,
and dwelling thereon so long as they please without any moles-
tation from the United States; but when those tribes, or any
of them, shall be disposed to sell their lands, or any part of
them, they are to be sold only to the United States; and un-
til such sale the United States will protect all the said Indian
tribes in the quiet enjoyment of their lands against all citizens
of the United States, and against all other white persons who
intrude on the same.”

The sixth Article reiterates the old pledge, proved by the
last three years to be so worthless—that,  If any citizen of
the United States, or any other white person or persons, shall
presume to settle upon the lands now relinquished by the
United States, such citizen or other person shall be out of
the protection of the United States; and the Indian tribe
on whose land the settlement may be made may drive off the
settler, or punish him in such manner as they shall think fit.”

The seventh Article gives the Indians the liberty “to hunt
within the territory and lands which they have now ceded to -
the United States, without hinderance or molestation, so long
as they demean themselves peaceably.”

The United States agreed to pay to the Indians twenty



46 A CENTURY OF DISHONOR.

thousand dollars’ worth of goods at once; and * henceforward,
every year, forever, useful goods to the value of nine thousand
five hundred dollars.” Peace was declared to be “ established”
and “perpetual.”

General Wayne told the Indians that they might believe
him, for he had never, “in a public capacity, told a lie;” and
one of the Indians said, with much more dignity, * The Great
Spirit above hears us, and I trust we shall not endeavor to de-
ceive each other.” '

In 1813, by a treaty at Vincennes, the bounds of the reser-
vation of the Post of St. Vincennes were defined, and the In-
dians, “ as a mark of their regard and attachment to the Unit-
ed States, relinquished to the United States the great salt
spring on the Saline Creek.”

In less than a year we made still another treaty with them
for the extinguishment of their title to a tract of land between
the Ohio and the Wabash rivers (which they sold to us for a
ten years’ annuity of three hundred dollars, which was to be -
“exclusively appropriated to ameliorating their condition and
promoting their civilization”) ; and in one year more still an-
other treaty, in which a still further cession of land was made
for a permanent annuity of one thousand dollars,

In August of this year General Harrison writes to the Secre-
tary of War that there are great dissensions between the Dela-
wares and Miamis in regard to some of the ceded lands, the
Miamis claiming that they had never consented to give them
up. General Harrison observes the most exact nentrality in
this matter, but says, “ A knowledge of the value of land is fast
gaining ground among the Indians,” and negotiations are be-
coming in consequence much more difficult. In the course of
this controversy, “ one of the chiefs has said that he knew a
great part of the land was worth six dollars an acre.”

It is only ten years since ome of the chiefs of these same
tribes had said, “ Money is to us of no value.” However, they
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must be yet very far from having reached any trne estimate of
real values, as General Harrison adds: “ From the best calcula-
tion I have been able to make, the tract now ceded contains
at least two millions of acres, and embraces some of the finest
lands in the Western country.”

Cheap at one thousand dollars a year !—even with the negro
man thrown in, which General Harrison tells the Secretary he
has ordered Captain Wells to purchase, and present to the
chief, The Turtle, and to draw on the United States Treasury
for the amount paid for him.

Four years later (1809) General Harrison is instructed by
the President * to take advantage of the most favorable mo-
ment for extinguishing the Indian title to the lands lying east
of the Wabash, and adjoining south;” and the title was extin-
guished by the treaty of Fort Wayne—a little more money
paid, and a great deal of land given up.

In 1814 we made a treaty, simply of peace and friendship,
with the Delawares and several other tribes: they agreeing to
fight faithfully on our side against the English, and we agree-
ing to “confirm and establish all the boundaries” as they had
existed before the war.

In 1817 it was deemed advisable to make an effort to “ex-
tinguish the Indian title to all the lands claimed by them with-
in the limits of the State of Ohio. Two commissioners were
appointed, with great discretionary powers; and a treaty was
concluded early in the autumn, by which there was ceded to
the United States nearly all the land to which the Indians had
claim in Ohio, a part of Indiana, and a part of Michigan.
This treaty was said by the Secretary of War to be ‘“‘the
most important of any hitherto made with the Indians.”
“The extent of the cession far exceeded” his most sanguine
expectations, and he had the honesty to admit that “ there can
be no real or well-founded objection to the amount of the com-
pensation given for it, except that it is not an adequate one.”
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The commissioners who negotiated the treaty were appre-
hensive that they would be accused of having made too liberal
terms with the Indians, and in their report to the department
they enumerate apologetically the reasons which made it im-
possible for them to get the land cheaper. Mr. Cass says of
the terms: “ Under any circumstances, they will fall infinitely
short of the pecuniary and political value of the country qb-
tained.”

The Indians, parties to this treaty, surrendered by it almost
the last of their hunting-grounds, and would soon be driven to
depending wholly upon the cultivation of the soil.

In 1818 the Delawares again ceded land to the United
States—ceded all to which they laid claim in the State of In-
diana—and the United States promised to provide for them “a
country to reside in on the west side of the Mississippi,” and
“ to guarantee to them the peaceable possession” of the same.
They were to have four thousand dollars a year in addition to
all the sums promised by previous treaties, and they were to be
allowed to remain three years longer by sufferance in their
present homes. The Government also agreed to pay them for
their improvements on their lands, to give them a hundred and

twenty horses, and a “sufficient number of pirogues to aid in
transporting them to the west side of the Mississippi;” also
provisions for the journey.

In 1829 a supplementary Article was added to this treaty.
The United States Government began to show traces of com-
punction and pity. The Article says, “ Whereas the Delawars
Nation are now willing to remove,” it is agreed upon that the
country in the fork of the Kansas and Missouri rivers, select-
ed for their home, “shall be conveyed and forever secured by
the United States to the said Delaware Nation, as their per-
manent residence ; and the United States hereby pledges the
faith of the Government to guarantee to the said Delaware Na-
tion, forever, the quiet and peaceable and undisturbed enjoy-
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ment of the same against the claims and assaults of all and ev-
ery other people whatever.”

An additional permanent annuity of one thousand dollars is
promised ; forty horses, “and the use of six wagons and ox-
teams to assist in removing heavy articles,” provisions for the
journey, and one year’s subsistence after they reach their new
home; also the erection of a grist and saw mill within two
years.

In 1833 the Secretary of War congratulated the country on
the fact that “the country north of the Ohio, east of the Mis-
sissippi, including the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and the
Territory of Michigan as far as the Fox and Wisconsin rivers,”
has been practncally “cleared of the embarrassments of Indian
relations,” as there %re not more than five thousand Indmns, all
told, left in this whole region.

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs in the same year says
that it is “ grateful to notice ” how much the Indians’ condition
is ‘“ ameliorated under the policy of removal.” He says that
they, “protected by the strong arm of the Government, and
dwelling on lands distinctly and permanently established as
their own, enjoying a delightful climate and a fertile soil, turn
their attention to the cultivation of the earth, and abandon the
chase for the surer supply of domestic animals.”

This commissioner apparently does not remember, perhaps
never read, the records of the great fields of corn which the
Delawares had on the Miami River in 1795, and how they re-
turned twice that summer and replanted them, after General
‘Wayne had cut down and burnt the young crops. They had
“turned their attention to the cultivation of the soil” forty
years ago, and that was what came of it. We shall see how
much better worth while it may be for them to plant corn in
their new “ permanent home,” than it was in their last one.

The printed records of Indian Affairs for the first forty
years of this century are meagre and unsatisfactory. Had the
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practice prevailed then, as at the present time, of printing full
annual reports for the different tribes, it would be possible to
know much which is now forever locked up in the traditions
and the memories of the Indians themselves. For ten years
after the making of this last quoted treaty, there is little of-
ficial mention of the Delawares by name, beyond the mention
in the fiscal reports of the sums paid to them as annuities and
for education. In 1833 the commissioner says, ““ The agent for
the Delawares and Shawnees states that he was shown cloth
that was spun and wove, and shirts and other clothing made
by the Indian girls.”

In 1838 the Delawares are reported as cultivating one thou-
sand five hundred acres of land in grain and vegetables, and
raising a great many hogs, cattle, and hofses. “They are a
brave, enterprising people,” and “at peace with all neighboring
Indians.”

Parties of them frequently make excursions into the Rocky
Mountains after beaver, and return with a rich reward, some-
times as much as one thousand dollars to an individual ; but
their money is soon spent, chiefly for ardent spirits. The
agent says: “The only hinderance now in the way of the
Delawares, Shawnees, and Kickapoos is ardent spirits, * * *
These whiskey traffickers, who seem void of all conscience,
rob and murder many of these Indians; I say rob—they will
get them drunk, and then take their horses, guns, or blankets
off their backs, regardless of how quick they may freeze to
death; I say they murder—if not directly, indirectly, they
furnish the weapon—they make them drunk, and, when drunk,
they kill their fellow-beings. Some freeze to death when drunk;
several drunken Indians have been drowned in the Missouri
River this season, aiming to cross when drunk.”

In 1844 the chiefs of the Delawares met together, and pre-
pared a remarkable document, which was forwarded to the
Secretary of War. In this paper they requested that all the
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school funds to which they were entitled by treaty provisions
might be paid to the Indian Manual Labor School near the
Fort Leavenworth Agency ; might be pledged to that school
for ten years t6 come, and that they might therefor be guaran-
teed -the education and subsistence of Delaware children, not’
exceeding fifty at any one time. It came out,in course of this
negotiation, that two thousand dollars were due them on ar
rearages of their school fund.

The Secretary acceded -to this request, but imposed five
conditions upon it, of which the fourth seems worth chroni-
cling, as an indication of the helplessness of the Delawares in
the matter of the disposition of their own money : * The inter-
est to be paid annually when it may suit the Treasury; and
this ratification to be subject to withdrawal, and the agreement
itself to rescission, and to be annulled at the pleasure of the
Department.”

In 1845 the Delawares “raise a sufficiency to subsist on.
The women do a large portion of the work on the farms. In
many families, however, the women do not work on the farm.
They raise corn, pumpkins, beans, pease, cabbages, potatoes,
and many kinds of garden vegetables, Some few raise wheat
and oats. They have lately had built, out of their own means,
a good saw and grist mill, with two run of stones, one for corn
and the other for wheat. There is a constant stream, called
the Stranger, in their country that affords excellent water privi-
leges. On this stream their mills are built.”

At this time they are waiting with much anxiety to see if
their “ Great Father” will punish the Sioux, who have at two
different times attacked them, and murdered in all some thirty
men. “They say they do not wish to offend and disobey
their Great Father, and before they attempt to revenge them-
selves they will wait and see if their Great Father will compel
the Sioux to make reparation.”

In 1848 “almost every family is well supplied with farming-
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stock; and they have raised abundance of corn, some wheat,
potatoes, oats, and garden vegetables; have made butter and
cheese; and raised fruit, etc., etc. They dwell in good log-
cabins, and some have extremely neat houses, well furnished.
They have their outhouses, stables, well-fenced lots, and some
have good barns.” There are seventy scholars in one school
alone that are tanght by the Friends; and the teacher reports:
“It is truly astonishing to see the rapidity with which they
acquire knowledge. The boys work on the farm part of the
time, and soon learn how to do what they are set at. The
girls spend a part of their time in doing housework, sewing,
etc. Many of them do the sewing of their own, and some
of the clothes of the other children.”

In 1853 the Delawares are recorded as being * among the
most remarkable of our colonized tribes. By their intrepidity
and varied enterprise they are distinguished in a high degree.
Besides being industrious farmers and herdsmen, they hunt
and trade all over the interior of the continent, carrying their
traffic beyond the Great Salt Lake, and exposing themselves to
a thousand perils.”

Their agent gives, in his report for this year, a graphlc ac-
count of an incident such as has only too often occurred on
our frontier. “A small party of Delawares, consisting of a
man, his squaw, and a lad about eighteen years of age, recent-
ly returning from the mountains, with the avails and profits of
a successful hunt and traffic, after they had commenced their
journey homeward the second day the man sickened and died.
Before he died he directed his squaw and the young man to
hasten home with their horses and mules—thirteen in number
—their money (four hundred and forty-five dollars), besides
many other articles of value. After a few days’ fravel, near
some of the forts on the Arkansas, they were overtaken by
four white men, deserters from the United States Army—three
on foot, and one riding a mule, The squaw and young man
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loaned each of the men on foot a horse or mule to ride, and
furnished them with provisions. They all travelled on friend-
ly together for some six or seven days, till they arrived at
Cottonwood Creek, thirty-five or forty miles west of Council
Grove. One evening, while resting, the young man was killed
by these men; and the squaw was also supposed by these
wretches to be dead, having had her throat cut badly and her
head fractured. The two were then dragged off in the grass,
supposed to be dead. The men gathered the mules, horses,
money, guns, blankets—all that they supposed of value—and
made for Jackson County, Missouri, where they disposed of the
stock as best they counld, and three of them took steamer for
8St. Louis. The squaw, on the day after, resuscitated ; and soon
discovering that her companion had been killed, and every-
thing they possessed had disappeared, she, in her feeble and
dangerous condition, took the road to Council Grove. The
fifth day, she says, she was overtaken by a Kaw Indian, and
brought into Council Grove, where the traders had every atten-
tion paid her, and sent a runner to the Delaware traders and
myself, and we soon succeeded in capturing one of the men
in Liberty, Clay County, Missouri, where he confessed the
whole tragedy —the maurder, robbing, etc. The three others
had left for St. Louis. A telegraphic despatch to St. Louis,
however, had the desired effect, and the three men were taken
and brought back to Liberty, where, on trial before two jus-
tices of the peace, they were committed for trial in the District
Court of the United States for the State of Missouri. As fee-
ble as the squaw was, I was under the necessity of having her
taken to Liberty as a witness. She readily recognized and
pointed out in a large crowd of persons three of the prisoners.
I have caused four of the recovered mules and horses to be
turned over to the unfortunate squaw. I expect to recover
two or three more; the balance, I am of opinion, will never be
obtained.”
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In the report of the Indian Cornmissioner for this year
there is also a paragraph which should not be omitted from
this sketch: “The present seems to be an appropriate occa-
sion for calling the attention of Congress to certain treaty stip-
ulations with various Indian tribes which the Government, for
a number of years, has failed to execute. In consideration
of the cession of their lands to the United States ”—by some
nine tribes of the Mississippi and Missouri regions, among
whom were the Delawares—it was stipulated on the part
of the Government that certain sums should be paid to said
tribes, amounting in the aggregate to $2,396,600, and that
the same should be invested in safe and profitable stocks,
yielding an interest of not less than five per cent. per an-
num.

“Owing, however, to the embarrassed condition of the Treas-
ury, it was deemed advisable by Congress, in lieu of making
the investments, to appropriate from year to year a sum equal
to the annual interest at five per cent. on the several amounts
required to be invested. On this amount the Government has
already paid from its treasury $1,742,240-—a sum which is
now equal to two-thirds of the principal, and will in a few
years be equal to the whole, if the practice of appropriating
the interest be continued. As there is no limitation to the pe-
riod of these payments, such a policy indefinitely continued
would prove a most costly one to the Government. At the
end of every twenty years it will have paid from the public
treasury by way of interest the full amount of the stipulated
investments. * * * The public finances are in a prosperous con-
dition. Instead of fiscal embarrassment, there is now a redun-
dancy of money, and one of the vexed questions of the day is,
‘What shall be done with the surplus in the Treasury? Con-
sidering the premises, it seems to be quite clear that so much
thereof as may be necessary for the purpose should be prompt-
ly applied to the fulfilment of our treaty obligations.”
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In 1854 the influx of white settlers into Kansas was so
great, it became evident that the Indian reservations there could
not be kept intact; and the Delawares made a large cession of
their lands back to the United States, to be restored to the
public domain. For this they were to receive ten thousand
dollars. The sixth Article of this treaty provided for the giv-
ing of annuities to their chiefs. ¢ The Delawares feel now, as
heretofore, grateful to their old chiefs for their long and faith-
ful services. In former treaties, when their means were scanty,
they provided by small life annuities for the wants of the
chiefs, some of whom are now receiving them.’ These chiefs
are poor, and the Delawares believe it their duty to keep them
from want in their old age.” The sum of ten thousand doliars,
therefore, was to be paid to their five chiefs—two hundred and
fifty dollars a year each.

Article second provided that the President should cause the
land now reserved for their permanent home to be surveyed
at any time when they desired it, in the same manner as the
ceded country was being surveyed for the white settlers.

In the following year their agent writés thus of the results
which have followed the opening of this large tract to white
settlers : “ The Indians have experienced enough to shake their
confidence in the laws which govern the white race. The ir-
ruptions of intruders on their trust lands, their bloody dissen-
sions among themselves, outbreaks of party, etc., must necessa-
rily, to these unsophisticated people, have presented our system
of government in an unfavorable light.

# Numerous wrongs have been perpetrated on many parts of
the reserve; the white men have wasted their most valuable
timber with an unsparing hand; the trust lands have been
greatly injured in consequence of the settlements made there-
on. The Indians have complained, but to no purpose. I have
found it useless to threaten legal proceedings.* * * The Gov-
ernment is bound in good faith to protect this people. * * ¥
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The agricultural portion of this tribe have done well this sea-
son; abundant crops of corn promise them a supply of food
for the ensuing year.”

The simple-minded trustingness of these people is astonish-
ing. Even now they assent to an Article in this treaty which
says that, as the means arising from the sale of all this land
they had given up would be more than they could use, the
remainder should be “from time to time invested by the Pres-
ident of the United States in safe and profitable stocks; the
principal to remain unimpaired, and the interest to be applied
annually for the civilization, education, and religious culture of
the Delaware people, and such other objects of a beneficial
character as in his judgment are proper and necessary.” An-
other Article stipulates that, if any of the Delawares are worth-
less or idle, the President can withhold their share of the
moneys.

Article fifteenth says, gravely, “ The primary object of this
instrument being to advance the interests and welfare of the
Delaware people, it is agreed that, if it prove insufficient to ef-
fect these ends from causes which cannot now be foreseen,
Congress may hereafter make such farther provision, by law
not inconsistent herewith, as experience may prove to be neces-
sary to promote the interests, peace, and happiness of the Del-
aware people.”

In 1860 the United States made its next treaty with the
Delawares, in which they consented to give the Leavenworth,
Pawnee, and Western Railroad Company right of way and
certain lands in their reserve. In 1861 another treaty, in
which, as the railway company had not paid, and was not able
to pay, the $286,742 which it had promised to pay the Del-
awares, the President authorized the Commissioners of Indian
Affairs to take the bonds of said railroad for that amount,
‘and a mortgage on one hundred thousand acres of the land
which the Indians had sold to the railway company.
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There was another very curious bit of legislation in regard
to the Delawares this year, viz., an Act of Congress authorizing
the Secretary of the Treasury to enter on his books $423,990 26
to the credit of the Delawares; being the amount of bonds
which the United States had invested for the Delawares in
State bonds of Missouri, Tennessee, and North Carolina, and
which had been stolen while in the custody of Jacob Thomp-
son, late Secretary of the Interior, in whose department they
had been deposited for safe-keeping. (At the same time there
were stolen $66,735 belonging to the Iowas, and $169,886 75
belonging to the confederated bands of Kaskaskias, Peorias,
Piankeshaws, and Keas.)

In this year the Commissioner of Indian Affairs visited the
Delawares, and reported them well advanced in civilization, in
possession of comfortable dwellings and farms, with personal
property averaging one thousand dollars to an individual
Many of them were traders, and travelled even to the bounda-
ries of California.

In 1862 two regiments of Delawares and Osages enlisted as
soldiers in an expedition to the Indian Territory, under Colonel
‘Weer, who says of them: “The Indian soldiers have far ex-
ceeded the most sanguine expectations. They bore the brunt
of the fighting done by the expedition, and, had they been
properly sustained, would have effectually ended the sway of
the rebels in the Indian Territory.”

There was during this year a terrible condition of affairs in
Kansas and the Indian Territory. The Indians were largely on
the side of the rebels; yet, as the Indian Commissioner ,ﬁai@:in
his report for this year—a paragraph which is certainly a spe-
cies of Irish bull—* While the rebelling of a large portion of
most of the tribes abrogates treaty obligations, and places them

at our mercy, the very important fact should not be forgotten-

that the Government first wholly failed to keep its treaty stip-~ -

ulations with them in protecting them.” * By withdrawing all
3

-
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the troops from the forts in the Indian Territory,” it left them
“at the mercy of the rebels.” That is, we first broke the treaty;
and then their subsequent failure to observe it “ placed them at
our mercy !”

“It is,” he says, “a well-known fact that in many instances
self-preservation compelled them to make the best terms they
could with the rebels ; and that this is the case has been proved
by a large number of them joining our army as soon as a suf-
ficient force had penetrated their country to make it safe for
them to do s0.” .

The Delawares enlisted,in 1862, one hundred and seventy
men in the Union army, and this out of a population of only
two hundred males between the ages of eighteen and forty-five.
There was probably no instance in the whole country of such
a ratio of volunteers as this. They were reported as being in
the army “ tractable, sober, watchful, and obedient to the com-
mands of their superiors,” They officered their own compa-
nies, and the use of spirituous liquors was strictly prohibited
among them—a fact the more remarkable, as drunkenness was
one of their chief vices at home.

Already, however, the “ interests” of the white settlers in

Kansas were beginning to be clearly in opposition to the in-
terests of the Indians. * Circumscribed as they are, and closely
surrounded by white settlements, I can see nothing in the future
for them but destruction,” says the commissioner. “I think it
is for the interest of the Indians that they be removed to some
other locality as soon as possible.”
- “Several of them have from fifty to one hundred acres of
land in cultivation, with comfortable dwellings, barns, and out-
houses. * * * All the families are domiciled in houses, * * *
Their crops of corn will yield largely. Nearly every family
will have a sufficiency for their own consumption, and many of
the larger farmers a surplus, * * * There are but few Delaware
‘children of the age of twelve or fourteen that cannot read.”
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Here is a community of a thousand people, larger than many
of the farming villages in New England, for instance, ¢ the aver-
age of personal property amounting to one thousand dollars;”
all living in their own houses, cultivating from fifty to onme
hundred acres of land, nearly all the children in schools, and
yet it is for their “interest to be moved!” The last sentence
of the following paragraph tells the story:

“When peace is restored to our country, a removal of all
the Indians in Kansas will certainly be advantageous to them
as well as to the State.”

In 1863 their agent writes: “ Since the question of the re-
moval of the Indians from Kansas has been agitated, improve-
ments have been much retarded among the Delawares and
ather Indians in Kansas,

“1 think they are sufficiently prepared to make new treaties
with the Government, * * * having in view settlement in the
Southern country of those who elect to emigrate, compensa-
tion for the homes they relinquish, and a permission to remain
in their present homes for all who are opposed to leaving
Kansas.”

At this time, “ one-half the adult population are in the vol-
unteer service of the United States. They make the best of
soldiers, and are highly valued by their officers. * * * No State
in the Union has furnished so many men for our armies, from
the same ratio of population, as has the Delaware tribe, * * %
The tribe has 3900 acres of land under cultivation, in corn,
wheat, oats, and potatoes.”” (And yet one-balf the adult men
are away !)

In this year the Delawares, being “ sufficiently prepared” to
make new treaties looking to their removal out of the way of
the white settlers in Kansas, petitioned the United States Gov-
ernment to permit them to take eight hundred dollars of their
annuity funds to pay the expense of sending a delegation of
their chiefs to the Rocky Mountains, to see if they could find
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there a country which would answer for their new home. The
commissioner advises that they should not be allowed to go
there, but to the Indian Territory, of which he says, “ The
. geographical situation is such that its occupation by lawless
whites can be more easily prevented than any other portion
of the country.” “By common consent, this appears to be rec-
ognized as the Indian country, and I have strong hopes that it
will eventually prove for them a prosperous and happy home.”
In 1864 their agent writes that the greater part of the per-
sonal property owned by the Delawares is in stock, “ which is
constantly being preyed upon by the whites, until it has be-
come so reduced that it is difficult to obtain a good animal in

the nation.” He says he is unable, for the want of proper in-

formation, to determine what amount they had at the begin-
ning of the year, but believes, from observation, that it has
undergone a depletion to the extent of twenty thousand dol-
Jars in the past year.”

‘What a picture of a distressed community! The men away

at war, old men, women, and children working the farms, and
twenty thousand dollars of stock stolen from them in one
year! .
In 1865 a large proportion of those who had enlisted in the
United States Army were mustered out, and returned home.
The agent says: “It affords me great pleasure to chronicle the
continued loyalty of this tribe during the past four years; and,
as events tend westward, they evince every disposition to aid
the Government by contributing their knowledge of the coun-
try to the officers of the army, and rendering such services
thereto as they are qualified to perform.”

They “have distinguished themselves in many instances in
the conflicts on the borders;” nevertheless, in this same year,
these discharged soldiers were prohibited by the Government
from carrying revolvers. When the commissioner instructed
the agent to disarm them, the agent very properly replied,
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stating the difficulties in the case:  Firstly, what disposition
is to be made of weapons taken forcibly from these Indians?
Secondly, many of these Indians are intelligent, only using
weapons when any well-disposed white person would have
done s0; and if one class is disarmed, all must be;” on which
the commissioner so modified his order as to say that ¢ peace-
ably disposed Indians” might keep the usual weapons used by
them in hunting; but whenever they visited agencies or towns
they must deliver up all weapons to the agent, who would re-
ceipt for them, and return them *at proper times.” This or-
der is to be enforced, if possible, by an “appeal to their better
judgment.”

There are no records of the practical working of this order.
Very possibly it fell at once, by its own weight, into the al-
ready large category of dead-letter laws in regard to Indians.
It is impossible to imagine an Indian who had served four
years as an officer in the army (for the Delawares officered
their own companies) submitting to be disarmed by an agent
on any day when he might need to go to Atchison on business.
Probably even that “appeal to his better judgment” which
the commissioner recommends, would only draw from him a °
very forcible statement to the effect that any man who went
about in Kansas at that time unarmed was a fool. .

In 1866 the Indian Commissioner reports that “the State
of Kansas is fast being filled by an energetic population who
appreciate good land ; and as the Indian reservations were se-
lected as being the best in the State, but one result can be ez-
pected to follow.

“Most of the Indians are anxious to move to the Indian
country south of Kansas, where white settlers cannot interfere
with them.

“ Intermingled as the Kansas reservations are with the pub-
lic lands, and surrounded in most cases by white settlers who
too often act on the principle that an Indian has no rights
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that a white man is bound to respect, they are iniured and
annoyed in many ways. Their stock are stolen, their fences
broken down, their timber destroyed, their young men plied
with whiskey, their women debauched; so that, while the un-
eivilized are kept in a worse than savage state, having the
crimes of civilization forced upon them, those farther advanced,
and disposed to honest industry, are discouraged beyond en-
durance.”

In spite of all this the Delawares raised, in 1866, 72,000
bushels of grain, 13,000 bushels of potatoes, and owned 5000
head of cattle.

In July of this year a treaty was made with them, providing
for the removal to the Indian Territory of all who should not
decide to become citizens of Kansas, and the sale of their
lands. The superintendent of the Fort Leavenworth Agency
writes at this time: “The running of the Union Palific Rail-
road through the Delawares’ diminished reserve has been a
source of grievous annoyance and damage to the Delawares,
as has also an organization styled the Delaware Lumber Com-
pany. Out of these two companies grew much complaint and
investigation, resulting in the appointment of a special agent
to sell to the railroad the timber required for the construction
of the road, and no more. The Delaware Lumber Company
being thus restricted” (i. e, being prevented from helping
themselves to the Indians’ timber), immediately “gave up
their business, and stopped their mills,” but not before they
had damaged the Indians’ property to the amount of twenty-
eight thousand dollars.

Twenty thousand dollars’ worth of stock and twenty-eight
thousand dollars’ worth of timber having been stolen in two
years from this little village of farmers, no wonder they are
“ sufficiently prepared to move.” Other causes have conspired
also to render them in haste to be gone. The perpetual expec-
tation of being obliged to remove had unsettled the whole com-

<
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munity, and made them indifferent to effort and improvement.
The return of their young men from the war had also had a
demoralizing effect. Drunken frays were not uncommon, in
which deadly weapons were used, spite of the Department’s
regulations for disarming all Indians.

In July of this year the Delaware chiefs, distressed by this
state of affairs, drew up for their nation a code of laws which
compare favorably with the laws of so-called civilized States.*

In 1867 the Delawares are said to be “very impatient to be
gone from their reserve, in order to build houses this autumn
for winter use, and to be fencing fields for the ensuing year at
their new reserve.,” The annuities due them in April of this
year have not been paid till autumn, and this has delayed their
movements. Many of the young men are still away, acting as
scouts and guides in the army. In the course of this year and
the next the whole tribe moved by detachments to their new

“home. “Those who removed during the winter went to work
in a laudable manner, and made their improvements—many
building comfortable houses and raising respectable crops” the
first season. They are said to be now in a fair way to be bet-
ter off than ever before. They have “given up their tribal or-

. ganization and become Cherokee citizens. They report that
they are well pleased with their new homes; and, being sepa-
rated from the ‘many temptations by which they were sur-
rounded in their old reservation, are learning to appreciate the
many benefits to be derived from leading a temperate, indus-
trious, and consequently a prosperous and happy life.”

In 1869 it is said that, ““ as soon as the final arrangement
relative to their funds is perfected, they will lose their nation-
ality and become identified with the Cherokees.”

In 1870 we find nearly all the Delawares in Indian Territory;
but it seems that, owing to a carelessly surveyed boundary, some

* See Appendix, Art. 8.
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three hundred of them had settled down on lands which were
outside the Cherokee Reservation, and had been assigned by
the Government to the Osages. This unfortunate three hun-
dred, therefore, are removed again; this time to the lands
of the Peorias, where they ask permission to establish them-
selves. But in the mean time, as they had made previous ar-
rangements with the Cherokees, and all their funds had been
transferred to the Cherokee Nation, it is thought to be “very
unfortunate that they should be thus obliged to seek a new
home ;” and it is said to be “ quite desirable that the parties in
interest should reconcile their unsettled affairs to mutual ad-
vantage.”

We are too much inclined to read these records carelessly,
without trying to picture to ourselves the condition of affairs
which they represent. It has come to be such an accepted
thing in the history and fate of the Indian that he is to be
always pushed on, always in advance of what is called the
march of civilization, that to the average mind statements of
these repeated removals come with no startling force, and sug-
gest no vivid picture of details, only a sort of reassertion of an
abstract general principle. But pausing to consider for a mo-
ment what such statements actually mean and involve; imag-
ining such processes applied to some particular town or village
that we happen to be intimately acquainted with, we can soon
come to a new realization of the full bearing and import of
them ; such uprooting, such perplexity, such loss, such confu-
sion and uncertainty, inflicted once on any community of white
people anywhere in our land, would be considered quite enough
to destroy its energies and blight its prospects for years. It
may very well be questioned whether any of our small com-
munities would have recovered from such successive sbocks,
changes, and forced migrations, as soon and as well as have
many of these Indian tribes. It is very certain that they would
not have submitted to them as patiently.
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After this we find in the Official Reports no distinctive men-
tion of the Delawares by name, except of a few who had been
for some time living in the Indian Territory, and were not in-
cluded in the treaty provisions at the time of the removal from
Kansas. This little handful—eighty-one in number—is all that
now remain to bear the name of that strong and friendly peo-
ple to whom, a little more than one hundred years ago, we
promised that they should be our brothers forever, and be en-
titled to a representation in our Congress.

This band of Delawares is associated with six other dwin-
dled remnants of tribes—the Caddoes, Ionies, Wichitas, To-
waconies, Wacoes, Keechies, and Comanches—on the Wichita
Agency, in Indian Territory.

They are all reported as being ‘ peaceable, well disposed,” -
and “ actively engaged in agricultural pursuits.”

Of the Delawares it is said, in 1878, that they were not able
to cultivate so much land as they had intended to during that
year, “ on account of loss of stock by horse-thieves.”

Even here, it seems, in that * Indian country south of Kansas,
where ” (as they were told) “ white settlers could not interfere
with them,” enemies lie in wait for them, as of old, to rob and
destroy ; even here the Government is, as before, unable to pro-
tect them; and in all probability, the tragedies of 1866 and
1867 will before long be re-enacted with still sadder results,

g*



36 A CENTURY OF DISHONOR.

CHAPTER IIL
THE CHEYENNES.

Our first treaty with the Cheyennes was made in 1825, at
the mouth of the Teton River. It was merely a treaty of am-
ity and friendship, and ackuowledgment on the part of the
Cheyennes of the “supremacy” of the United States. Two

years before this, President Monroe reported the ‘Chayenes”

to be “a tribe of three thousand two hundred and fifty souls,
dwelling and hunting on a river of the same name, a western
tributary of the Missouri, a little above the Great Bend.” Ten
years later, Catlin, the famous painter of Indians, met a “ Shi-
enne” chief and squaw among the Sioux, and painted their
portraits. He says, “ The Shiennes are a small tribe of about
three thousand in number, living neighbors to the Sioux on the
west of them, between the Black Hills and the Rocky Moun-
tains. There is no finer race of men than these in North Amer-
ica, and none superior in stature, except the Osages: scarcely a
man in the tribe full grown who is less than six feet in height.”
They are * the richest in horses of any tribe on the continent;
living where the greatest herds of wild horses are grazing on

the prairies, which they catch in great numbers, and sell to the -

Sioux, Mandans, and other tribes, as well as to the fur-traders.
“These people are the most desperate set of warriors and
horsemen, having carried on almost unceasing wars with the
Pawnees and Blackfeet. The chief was clothed in a handsome
dress of deer-skins, very neatly garnished with broad bands of
porcupine-quill work down the sleeves of his shirt and leg-
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gings. The woman was comely, and beautifully dressed. Her
dress of the mountain - sheepskin tastefully ornamented with
quills and beads, and her hair plaited in large braids that hung
down on her breast.”

In 1837 the agent for the “Sioux, Cheyennes, and Poncas”
reports that “all these Indians live exclusively by the chase;”
and that seems to be the sum and substance of his information
about them. He adds, also, that these remote wandering tribes
have a great fear of the border tribes, and wish to avoid them,
In 1838 the Cheyennes are reported as carrying on trade at a
post on the Arkansas River near the Santa Fe road, but still
depending on the chase.

In 1842 they are spoken of as a ‘“‘ wandering tribe on the

- Platte;” and in the same year, Mr. D. D. Mitchell, Supt. of In-
dian Affairs, with his head-quarters at St. Louis, writes: * Gen-
erations will pass away before this territory” [the territory in
which the wild tribes of the Upper Mississippi were then wan-
dering] “ becomes much more circumscribed; for if we draw a
line running north and south, so as to cross the Missouri about
the mouth of the Vermilion River, we shall designate the limits
beyond which civilized men are never likely to settle, At this
point the Creator seems to have said to the tides of emigration
that are annually rolling toward the West, ¢ Thus far shalt thou
go, and no farther.” At all events, if they go beyond this, they
will never stop on the east side of the Rocky Mountains. The
utter destitution of timber, the sterility of sandy soil, together
with the coldness and dryness of the climate, furnish obstacles
which not even Yankee enterprise is likely to overcome. A
beneficent Creator seems to have intended this dreary region as
an asylum for the Indians, when the force of circumstances
shall have driven them from the last acre of the fertile soil
which they once possessed. Here no inducements are offered
to the ever-restless Saxon breed to erect their huts. * * * The
time may arrive when the whole of the Western Indians will be
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forced to seek a resting-place in this Great American Deserts
and this, in all probability, will form a new era in the history
of this singular and ill-fated race. They will remain a wander-
ing, half civilized, though happy people. ‘Their flocks and
herds will cover a thousand hills and will furnish beef and
mutton for a portion of the dense population of whites that
will swarm in the more fertile sections of the great valley of
the Mississippi.”

This line, recommended by Mr. Mitchell, runs just east of
Dakota, through the extreme eastern portion of Nebraska, a lit-
tle to the east of the middle of Kansas, through the middle of
Indian Territory and Texas, to the Gulf of Mexico. Montana,
Idaho, Colorado, and New Mexico, all lie west of it.

The records of the War Department for 1846 contain an in-
teresting account of a visit made to all the wild tribes of the
Upper Missouri Agency—the Yankton Sioux, the Arrikarees,
Mandans, Assinaboines, Arapahoes, Cheyennes, and others. In
reply to the agent’s remonstrances with one of the Sioux chiefs
in regard to their perpetual warring with each other, the chief
“was very laconic and decided, remarking ¢ that if their great-
grandfather desired them to cease to war with their enemes,
why did he not send each of them a petticoat, and make squaws
of them at once?” This same chief refused to allow the boys
of his tribe to go to the Choctaw schools, saying, *“ They would
return, as the few did who went to St. Louis, drunkards, or die
on the way.”

The Cheyennes and other Indians living on the Platte com-
plained bitterly of the passage of the emigrants through their
country. They said they ought to be compensated for the
right of way, and that the emigrants should be restricted by
law and the presence of a military force from burning the
grass, and from unnecessary destruction of game. They were
systematically plundered and demoralized by traders. Whiskey
was to be had without difficulty; sugar and coffee were sold
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at one dollar a pound; ten-cent calico at ome dollar a yard;
corn at seventy-five cents a gallon, and higher.

In 1847 a law was passed by Congress forbidding the intro-
duction of whiskey into the Indian country, and even the par-
tial enforcement of this law had a most happy effect. Fore-
most among those to acknowledge the benefits of it were the

traders themselves, who said that the Indians’ demand for sub-

stantial articles of trade was augmented two hundred per cent.:
“They enjoy much better health, look much better, and are bet-
ter people. * * * You now rarely ever hear of a murder com-
mitted, whereas when whiskey was plenty in that country mur-
der was a daily occurrence.” These Indians themselves were
said to be “ opposed to the introduction of ardent spirits into
their country; * * * but, like almost all other Indians, will use
it if you give it to them, and when under its influence are dan-
gerous and troublesome.” There were at this time nearly forty-
six thousand of these Upper Missouri Indians. Five bands of
them—* the Sioux, Cheyennes, Gros Ventres, Mandans, and Pon-
cas”—were “excellent Indians, devotedly attached to the white
man,” living “in peace and friendship with our Government,”
and “ entitled to the special favor and good opinion of the De-
partment for their uniform good conduct and pacific relations.”

In 1848 it was estimated from the returns made by traders
that the trade of this agency amounted to $400,000. Among
the items were 25,000 buffalo tongues. In consequence of this
prosperity on the part of the Indians, there was a partial ces-
sation of hostilities on the whites; but it was still a perilous
journey to cross the plains, and in 1849 the necessity for mak-
ing some sort of treaty stipulations with all these wild tribes
begins to be forced emphatically upon the attention of the
United States Government. A safe highway across the conti
nent must be opened. It is a noticeable thing, however, that,
even as late as this in the history of our diplomatic relations
with the Indian, his right to a certain control as well as occu-

L
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pancy of the soil was instinctively recognized. The Secretary
of the Interior, in his report for 1849, says: * The wild tribes
of Indians who have their hunting-grounds in the great prairie
through which our emigrants to California pass, have, during
the year, been more than usually pacific. They have suffered
our people to pass through their country with little interrup-
tion, though they travelled in great numbers, and consumed on
their route much grass and game. For these the Indians ex-
pect compensation, and their claim is just.”

The Secretary, therefore, concurs in the recommendation of
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs that treaties be negotiated
* with these tribes, stipulating for the right of way through their
country, and the use of grass and game, paying them therefor
small annuities in useful articles of merchandise, and agricult-
ural implements, and instruction. “The right of way”—
‘“through their country.” A great deal is conceded, covered,
and conveyed by such pbrases as these. If they mean any-
thing, they mean all that the Indians ever claimed.

The Indians were suppused to be influenced to this peace-
ableness and good-will more by a hope of rewards and gifts
than by a wholesome fear of the power of the Government;
and it was proposed to take a delegation of chiefs to Washing-
ton, “in order that they may acquire some knowledge of our
greatness and strength, which will make a salutary impression
on them, and through them on their brethren,” and “ will tend
to influence them to continue peaceful relations.”

It begins to dawn upon the Government’s perception that
peace is cheaper as well as kinder than war. “ We never can
whip them into friendship,” says one of the superintendents of
the Upper Missouri Agency. A treaty “can do no harm, and
the expense would be less than that of a six months’ war. * * *
Justice as well as policy requires that we should make some re-
muneration for the damages these Indians sustain in conse-
quence of the destruction of their game, timber, etc., by the
whites passing through their country.”
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“Their game, timber,” “their country,” again. The perpet-
ual recurrence of this possessive pronoun, and of such phrases
as these in all that the Government has said about the Indians,
and in all that it has said to them, is very significant.

In 1850 the Indian Commission writes that “it is much
to be regretted that no appropriation was made at the last ses-
sion of Congress for negotiating treaties with the wild tribes of
the plains. These Indians have long held undisputed posses-
sion of this-extensive region; and, regarding it as their own,
they cousider themselves entitled to compensation not only for
the right of way through their territory, bat for the great and
injurions destruction of game, grass, and timber committed by
our troops and emigrants.”

The bill providing for the negotiation of these treaties was
passed unanimously by the Senate, but * the unhappy difficul-
ties existing on the subject of slavery ” delayed it in the House
until it was too late to be carried into effect. )

All the tribes had been informed of this pending bill, and
were looking forward to it with great interest and anxiety. In
1849 they had all expressed themselves as “ very anxious to be
instructed in agriculture and the civilized arts.” Already the
baffalo herds were thinning and disappearing. From time im-
memorial the buffalo had furnished them food, clothing, and
shelter ; with its disappearance, starvation stared them in the
face, and they knew it. There can be no doubt that at this
time all the wild tribes of the Upper Missouri region —the
Sioux, Cheyennes, Arapahoes—were ready and anxious fo es-
tablish friendly relations with the United States Government,
and to enter into some arrangement by which some means of
future subsistence, and-some certainty of lands enough to live
on, could be secured to them. Meantime they hunted with
greater diligence than ever; and in this one year alone had sold
to the fur-traders within the limits of one agency $330,000
werth of buffalo - robes, and  furs, peltries, and miscellaneous
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goods to the amount of $60,000. What they thus receive for
their furs, robes, etc., would be ample for their support,” says
Hatton, “ were -it not that they have to give such exorbitant
prices for what they purchase from the whites.”

In the winter and spring of 1850 all these tribes were visited
by an agent of the Government. He reported them as “friend-
ly disposed,” but very impatient to come to some understand-
ing about the right of way. ¢ This is what the Indians want,
and what they are anxious about; having been told long since,
and so often repeated by travellers passing (who care little
about the consequences of promises so they slip through safely
and unmolested themselves), that their ¢ Great Father’ would
soon reward them liberally for the right of way, the destruc-
tion of timber, game, etc., as well as for any kindness shown
Americans passing through their country.”

In the summer of 1851 this much desired treaty was made.
Seven of the prairie and mountain tribes gathered in great
force at Fort Laramie. The report of this council contains
some interesting and noticeable points.

“We were eighteen days encamped together, during which
time the Indians conducted themselves in a manner that ex-
cited the admiration and surprise of every one. The different
tribes, although hereditary enemies, interchanged daily visits,
both in their individual and national capacities; smoked and
feasted together; exchanged presents; adopted each other’s
children, according to their own customs; and did all that was
held sacred or solemn in the eyes of these Indiaus to prove
the sincerity of their peaceful and friendly intentions, both
among themselves and with the citizens of the United States
lawfully residing among them or passing through the country.”

By this treaty the Indians formally conceded to the United
States the right to establish roads, military or otherwise,

- throughout the Indian country, “so far as they claim or ex-
ercise ownership over it.”
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They agreed “to maintain peaceful relations among them-
selves, and to abstain from all depredations npon whites pass-
ing through their country, and to make restitation for any
damages or loss that a white man shall sustain by the acts of
their people.” ’

For all the damages which they had suffered up to that time
in consequence of the passing of the whites through their coun-
try, they accepted the presents then received as payment in
full.

An annuity of $50,000 a year for fifty years to come was
promised to them. This was the price of the “ right of way.”

“ Fifty thousand dollars for a limited period of years is a
small amount to be distributed among at least fifty thousand
Indians, especially when we consider that we have taken away,
or are rapidly taking away from them all means of support,”
says one of the makers of this treaty, There would probably
be no dissent from this opinion. A dollar a year, even assured
to one for fifty years, seems hardly an adequate compensation
for the surrender of all other * means of support.”

The report continues: “ Viewing the treaty in all its pro-
visions, I am clearly of opinion that it is the best that could
have been made for both parties. I am, moreover, of the opin-
ion that it will be observed and carried out in as good faith on
the part of the Indians as it will on the part of the United
States and the white people thereof. There was an earnest
solemnity and a deep conviction of the necessity of adopting
some such measures evident in the conduct and manners of
the Indians throughout the whole council. On leaving for
their respective homes, and bidding each other adieu, they gave
the strongest possible evidence of their friendly intentions for
the future, and the mutual confidence and good faith which
they had in each other. Invitations were freely given and as
freely accepted by each of the tribes to interchange visits, talk,
and smoke together like brothers, upon ground where they had
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never before met except for the purpose of scalping each other.
This, to my mind, was conclusive evidence of the sincerity of
the Indians, and nothing but bad management or some un-
toward misfortune ever.can break it.”

The Secretary of the Interior, in his report for this year,
speaks with satisfaction. of the treaties negotiated with Indians
during the year, and says: “It cannot be denied that most of
the depredations committed by the .Indians on our frontiers
are the offspring of dire necessity. The advance of our popu-
lation compels them to relinquish their fertile lands, and seek
refuge in sterile regions which furnish neither corn nor game:
impelled by hunger, they seize the horses, mules, and cattle of
the pioneers, to relieve their wants and satisfy the cravings of
nature, They are immediately pursued, and, when overtaken,
severely punished. This creates a feeling of revenge on their:
part, which seeks its gratification in. outrages on the persons:
and .property. of peaceable inhabitants. The. whole country
then becomes excited, and a desolating war, attended with a
vast sacrifice of blood and treasure, ensues.. This, it is believed,
is a'true history of the origin of most of our Indian hostilities.
. ‘“All history admounishes us of the difficulty of civilizing a
wandering race who live mainly upon game. To tame a sav-
age you must tie him down to the soil. . You must make him.
understand the value of property, and the benefits of its sepa-
rate ownership. You mast appeal to those selfish principles
implanted by Divine Providence in the nature of man for the
wisest purposes, and make. them minister to civilization and-
refinement. You must encourage the appropriation of lands
by individuals; attach them to their homes by the ties of in-
terest; teach them the uses of agriculture and the arts of
peace; * * * and they should be taught to look forward to
the day when they may be elevated to the dignity of American
citizenship.

». 4 By means like these we shall soon reap our reward in the
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suppression of Indian' depredations; in the diminwtion of the
expenses of-the Dspartment of War; in a valaable addition to
our productive population; in the inerease: of. our agriculture
and commerce; and in the proud comsciousness- that we have
removed from our national esoutcheon: the stain left on it by
our acknowledged injustice to the:Indian race.”

‘We find the Cheyennes, therefore, in 1851, pledged to peace

and good-will toward their Indian neighbors; and to the white
emigrants pouring throagh their .country. .For this coneeded
right of way they are to have.a dellar a year apiece; in-“ goods
and animals;” and it is supposed-that they will be able-to eke
out this support by htmt.mg buffaloes, which are- still not ex-
tinct.-.
. In 1852 the Oommlsaonet of Indian Affairs writes: “ Not-
withstanding the monntain.and. prairie Indians continue to suf-
fer from the vast number.of emigrants who pass through. their
country, destroying their means of support,and seattering die-
ease and death among them, yet those who were parties to the
treaty concluded at Fort Laramie, in the fall of 1851, have been
true to their obligations; and -have remained at peace among
themselves and with the. whites.”

And the superintendent writes: Congresa made a very lib-
eral appropriation of $100,000 to make a treaty with the prai-
rie and mountain tribes. ' A very satisfactory-treaty: was made
with them last fall at.Fort Laramie, the eonditions of which,
on their part, have been,faithfully: observed—no depredations
having been committed during the past season by any of the
tribes parties to the Fort Laramie treaty. The Senate amended
the treaty, substituting, fifteen instead -of-fifty years as the pe-
riod for.which-they were to have received an annual supply of
goods, animals, etc,, at the discretion of the President. This
modification of the treaty I think very proper, as the condition
of these wandering hordes will be entirely changed during the
next fifteen: years, The treaty, however, should have been sent
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back to the Indians for the purpose of obtaining their sanction
to the modification, as was done in the case of the Sioux treaty
negotiated by Commissioners Ramsey and Lea. It is hoped
this oversight will be corrected as early as practicable next
spring, otherwise the large amounts already expended will have
been uselessly wasted, and the Indians far more dissatisfied
than ever.”

To comment on the bad faith of this action on the part of
Congress would be a waste of words; but its impolicy is so
glaring that one’s astonishment cannot keep silent—its impolicy
and also its incredible niggardliness. A dollar apiece a year,
*in goods, animals,” etc., those Indians had been promised that
they should have for fifty years. It must have been patent
to the meanest intellect that this was little to pay each year
to any one man from whom we’ were taking away, as the com-
. missioner said, “ his means of support.” But, unluckily for the
Indians, there were fifty thousand of them. It entered into
some thrifty Congressman’s head to multiply fifty by fifty,
and the aggregate terrified everybody. This was much more
likely to have been the cause of the amendment than the cause
assigned by the superintendent, viz., the probable change of
localities of all the “ wandering hordes” in the next fifteen
years. No doubt it would be troublesome to the last degree
to distribute fifty thousand dollars, “ in goods, animals,” ete., to
fifty thousand Indians wandering over the entire Upper Mis-
souri region ; but no more troublesome, surely, in the sixteenth
year than in the fifteenth. The sophistry is too transparent;
it does not in the least gloss over the fact that, within the first
year after the making of our first treaty of any moment with
these tribes—while they to a man, the whole fifty thousand of
them, kept their faith with us—we broke ours with them in
the meanest of ways—robbing them of more than two-thirds
of the money we had promised to pay.

All the tribes “ promptly ” assented to this amendment, how-
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ever; so says the Annual Report of the Indian Commissioner
for 1853 ; and adds that, with a single exception, they have
maintained friendly relations among themselves, and “mani-
fested an increasing confidence in and kindness toward the
whites.”

Some of them have begun to raise corn, beans, pumpkins,
etc., but depend chicfly on the hunt for their support. Bat
the agent who was sent to distribute to them their annuities,
and to secure their assent to the amendment to the treaty,
reports: ‘“The Cheyennes and the Arapahoes, and many of
the Sioux, are actually in a starving state. They are in abject
want of food half the year, and their reliance for that scanty
supply, in the rapid decrease of the buffalo,is fast disappear-
ing. The travel upon the roads drives them off, or else con-
fines them to a narrow path during the period of emigration,
and the different tribes are forced to contend with hostile
nations in seeking support for their villages. Their women
are pinched with want, and their children constantly erying
with hunger. Their arms, moreover, are unfitted to the pur-
suit of smaller game, and thus the lapse of a few years pre-
sents only the prospect of a gradual famine.” And in spite
of such suffering, these Indians commit no depredations, and
show increasing confidence in and kindness toward the whites,

This agent, who has passed many years among the Indians,
speaks with great feeling of the sad prospect staring them in
the face. He says: *“ But one course remains which promises
any permanent relief to them, or any lasting benefit to the
country in which they dwell; that is, simply to make such
modifications in the ‘intercourse’ laws as will invite the resi-
dence of traders among them, and open the whole Indian Ter-
ritory for settlement. Trade is the only civilizer of the Indian,
It has been the precursor of all civilization heretofore, and it
will be of all hereafter. It teaches the Indian the value of
other things besides the spoils of the chase, and offers to him
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other pursuits and excitements than those of war. All obstruc-
tions to its freedom, therefore, only operate injuriously. * * *
The Indians would soon lose their nomadic character, and-
forget the relations of tribes. * * * And this, while it would

avoid the cruel necessity of our present policy—to wit, extine-

tion — would make them an element in the population, and

gsharer in the prosperity of the country.” He says of the

‘“gystem of removals, and congregating tribes -in snall parcels

of territory,” that it has ‘ eventuated injuriously on those who

have been subjected to it. It is the legalized murder of a

whole nation. It is expensive, vicious, and inhuman,:and pro-

ducing these consequences, and these alone. The custom, being

judged by its fruits, should not be persisted in.”

It is in the face of such statements, such protests as these,
that the United States Government has gone steadily on with
its policy, so called, in regard to the treatmeunt of the Indian.

In 1854 the report from the Upper Missouri region is still
of peace and fidelity on the part of all the Indians who joined
in the Fort Laramie treaty. “ Not a single instance of mur-
der, robbery, or other depredation has been committed by
them, either on the neighboring tribes parties to the treaty or
on whites, This is the more remarkable, as before the treaty
they were foremost in the van of thieves and robbers—always
at war, pillaging whoever they met, and annoying their own
traders in their own forts.” -

In the summer of this year the Cheyennes began to be dis-
satisfied and impertinent. At a gathering of the northern
band at Fort Laramie, one of the chiefs demanded that the
travel over the Platte road should be stopped. He also, if the
interpreter was to be relied on, said that next year the Govern-
ment must send them out one thousand white women for
wives. The Southern Cheyennes had given up to their agent
some Mexican prisoners whom they had taken in the spring,
and this act, it was supposed, had seemed to the northern band
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s needless interference on the part of the United States.
Moreover, it was a matter constantly open to the observation
of all friendly Indians that the hostiles, who were continually
plundering and attacking emigrant trains, made, on the whole,
more profit out of war than they made out of peace. On the
North Platte road .during this year the Pawnees alone had
stolen several thousands of dollars’ worth of goods; and, in
addition to this, there was the pressure of public sentiment—a
thing which is as powerful among Indians as among whites. It
was popular\to be on the war-path: the whites were invaders;
it was brave and creditable to slay them. Taking all these things
into account, it was only to be wondered at that these Chey-
ennes, Arapahoes, and Sioux kept to the provisions of their
treaty at all. Nevertheless, the Cheyennes, Arapahoes, and
some bands of the Sioux continmed peaceable and friendly;
and in 1855 they begged to be supplied with a farmer to
teach them how to farm; also with a blacksmith. Their agent
strongly recommends that this be done, saying that there is
not “in the whole Indian country a more favorable location
for a farm for grazing stock and game than the South Platte.
In a very short period of time the Arapahoes and Cheyenues
would become fixed and settled, and a part of each tribe—the
old women and men—would become agriculturists ; rude, it is
true, yet sufficiently skilful to raise corn, potatoes, and beans,
and dwell in cabins or fixed habitations.”

In the summer of 1856.the Cheyennes were, by a disastrous
accident, forced into the position of hostiles. A small war-
band went out to attack the Pawnees; they were in camp near
the North Platte road : as the mail-wagon was passing, two of
the Cheyennes ran toward it to beg tobacco. The mail-car-
rier, terrified, fired on them, and the Indians fired back, wound-
ing him; the chiefs rushed out,stopped the firing, explained
the matter, and then severely flogged the Indians who had re-
turned the mail-carrier's fire. But the mischief had been done,
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The mail-carrier reported his having been fired at by a Chey-
enne Indian, and the next day troops from Fort Kearny at-
tacked the Indians and killed six of the war-party. The rest
refused to fight, and ran away, leaving their camp and all it
contained. The war-party, thoroughly exasperated, attacked
an emigrant train, killed two men and a child, and took one
woman captive. The next day they killed her, because she
could not ride on harseback and keep up with them. Within
& short time two more small war-parties had left the band, at-
tacked trains, and killed two men, two women, and a child.
The chiefs at first could not restrain them, but in September
they sent a delegation to the agency to ask their agent’s assist-
ance and advice. They said that the war-party was now com-
pletely under their control, and they wished to know what
they could do. They implored the Great Father not to be an-
gry with them, “ for they could not control the war-party when
they saw their friends killed by soldiers after they had thrown
down their bows and arrows and begged for life.” ‘

In October the agent reported that the Cheyennes were
“ perfectly quiet and peaceable, and entirely within control,
and obedient to authority.” The chiefs had organized a
sort of police, whose duty was to killany war- parties that
might attempt to leave the camp.

Through the winter the Cheyennes remained in the south
and south-eastern parts of the agency, and strictly observed the
conditions which their agent had imposed upon them. In the

. following August, however, a military force under General
Sumner was sent out “to demand from the tribe the perpetra-
tors of their late outrages on the whites, and ample security for
their good conduct.) The Cheyennes were reported by Gen-
eral Sumner as showing no disposition to yield to these de-
mands ; he therefore attacked them, burnt their village to the
ground, and destroyed their winter supplies—some fifteen or
twenty thousand pounds of buffalo meat.
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Of how they lived, and where, during the winter following this
fight, there is little record. In the next year’s reports the Chey-
ennes are said to be very anxious for a new treaty, which will as-
sign to them a country in which they can dwell safely. “They
said they had learned a lesson last summer in their fight with
General Sumner—that it was useless to contend with the white
man, who would soon with his villages occupy the whole prai-
rie. They wanted peace; and as the buffalo—their principal
dependence for food and clothing (which even now they were
compelled to seek many miles from home, where their natural
enemies, the Pawnee and Osage, roamed), would soon disappear
entirely, they hoped their Great Father, the white chief at
‘Washington, would listen to them, and give them a home
where they might be provided for and protected against the
encroachments of their white brothers, until at least they had
been taught to cultivate the soil and other arts of civilized life.
They have often desired ploughs and hoes, and to be taught
their use.”

The next year’s records show the Government itself aware
that some measures must be taken to provide for these trouble-
some wild tribes of the prairie: almost more perplexing in
time of peace than in time of war is the problem of the dis-
position to be made of them. Agents and superintendents
alike are pressing on the Government’s attention the facts and
the bearing of the rapid settling of the Indian lands by the
whites; the precariousness of peaceful relations; the dangers
of Indian wars, The Indians themselves are deeply anxious
and disturbed.

“They have heard that all of the Indian tribes to the east-
ward of them have ceded their lands to the United States, ex-
cept small reservations; and hence, by an Indian’s reasoning,
in a few years these tribes will emigrate farther west, and, as
a matter of necessity, occupy the hunting-grounds of the wild
tribes.” .

4
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When the agent of the Upper Platte Agency tried to-reason
on this subject with one of the Sioux chiefs, the chief said :
“When I was a young man, and I am not yet fifty, I travelled
with my people threugh the country of the Sac and Fox tribe, -
to the great water Minne Toukah (Mississippi), where I saw
corn growing, but no white people;-continuing eastward, we
came to the Rock River valley, and saw- the Winnebagoes; bat-
no white people. We then came to the Fox River valley, and
thence to the Great Lake (Lake Michigan), where we found a
few white people in the Pottawattomie country. Thence we.
Teturned to the Sioux country at the Great Falls of Irara (St.
Anthony), and had. a feast of green-corn with our relations, who
resided -there. - Afterward we visited the pipe-clay quarry. in
the country of the Yankton Sioux, and made a-feast to the
¢Great Medicine,’ and danced the ‘sun dance,’ and then return-
ed to our hunting-grounds on the prairie. -And now our Father
tells us the white man will never settle on our lands, and kill
our game ; but see! the whites cover all of those lands I have
just described, and also the lands of the Poncas, Omahas, and
Pawnees. On the South Platte the white. people are finding
gold, and the Cheyennes and :Arapahoes have.no longer any
hunting-grounds. QOur country has. become very small, and be-
fore our children are grown up we shall have no game.” . -

In the autumn of this year (1859) an agent was. sent to hold
a council with the Cheyennes and Arapahoes, and tell them of
the wish of the Government that they should “assume a fixed
residence, and occapy themselves in agriculture. -- This they at
once received with favor, and declared with great unanimity to
be acceptable to them. - They expected and asked that the De-
partment shall supply them with what-is necessary to establish
themselves permanently.® ** Both these tribes had scrupu-
lously maintained: peaceful relations with the whites, and with
other Indian tribes, notwithstanding the many causes of irrita-
tion growing out of the occnpation of the gold region, and the




THE CHEYENNES. - 83

emigration to. it through their hunting-grounds, which are nu
longer reliable as a certain source of food to them.”

It. was estimated that during the summer of 1859 over sixty
thousand emigrants crossed these plaina in their central belt.
The trains of vehicles and cattle-were frequent and valuable in
propertion ; and post lines and private expresses were in con-
stant motion,

In 1860 a commissioner was sent out to hold a council with
the Cheyennes .and Arapahoes at Bent’s Fort, on the Upper
Arkansas, and make a treaty with them. The Arapahoes were
fully represented; but there were present only two prominent
chiefs of the Cheyennes— Black Kettle and White Antelope.
(White. Antelope .was one of the chiefs brutally murdered five
years later in the Chivington massacre in Colorado.) As it
was impossible for the rest of the Cheyennes to reach the Fort
in less than twenty days,and the commissioner could not wait
so long, Black Kettle and White Antelope wished it to be dis-
tinctly understood that they pledged only themselves and their
own bands.

The commissioner says: “I informed them as to the object
of my visit, and gave them to. understand that their Great
Father had heard with delight of their peaceful disposition,
although they were almost in the midst of the hostile tribes.
They expressed great pleasure on learning that their Great Fa-
ther had beard of their good conduct, and requested me to say,
in return, that they intended in every respect to conform to the
wishes of the Government. I then presented to them a.dia-
gram of the country assigned them, by their treaty of 1851, as
thejr hunting-grounds, which they. seemed to understand per-
fectly, and were enabled without. difficulty to give each.initial
point. In fact, they exhibited a degree of intelligence seldom
to be found among tribes where no effort has been made to
civilize them. I stated to them. that it was the intention of
their Great Father .to reduce the.area of their present reserva.
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tion, and that they should settle down and betake themselves
to agriculture, and eventually abandon the chase as a means of
support. They informed me that such was their wish; and
that they had been aware for some time that they would be
compelled to do so: that game was growing more scarce every
year, and that they had also noticed the approach of whites,
and felt that they must soon,in a great measure, conform to
their habits. * * * It has not fallen to my lot to visit any
Indians who seem more disposed to yield to the wishes of the
Government than the Cheyennes and Arapahoes. Notwith-
-standing they are fully aware of the rich mines discovered in
their country, they are disposed to yield up their claims with-
out any reluctance. They certainly deserve the fostering hand
of the Government, and should be liberally encouraged in their
new sphere of life.”

This treaty was concluded in February of the next year,at
Fort Wise. The chiefs of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes there
‘“ceded and relinquished ” all the lands to which they had any
claim, “ wherever situated,” except a certain tract whose boun-
daries were defined. The land relinquished included lands in
Kansas and Nebraska, and all of that part of Colorado which is
north of the Arkansas, and east of the Rocky Mountains.

The Cheyennes and Arapahoes, in “consideration of their
kind treatment by the citizens of Denver and the adjoining
towns,” “respectfully requested,” in the eleventh Article of
this treaty, that the United States would permit the proprietors
of these towns to enter their lands at the minimum price of
one dollar and twenty-five cents an acre. This Article was
struck out by the Senate, and the Indians consented to the
amendment; but the proof of their good-will and gratitude
remained on record, nevertheless.

The desire of the Government to make farmers of these In-
dians was reiterated in this treaty, and evidenced by pledges
of purchase of stock, agricultural implements, etc. ; mills, also,
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and mechanic shops they were to have, and an annuity of
$30,000 a year for fifteen years. There was this clause, how-
ever, in an article of the treaty, “ Their annuities may, at the
discretion of the President of the United States, be discon-
tinued entirely should said Indians fail to make reasonable
and satisfactory efforts to improve and advance their condi-
tion; in which case such other provision shall be made for
them as the President and Congress may judge to be suitable
or proper.” Could there be a more complete signing away
than this of all benefits provided for by the treaty{

Lands were tq be assigned to them “in severalty,” and cer-
tificates were to be issued by the Commissioner of Indian Af-
fairs, specifying the names of individuals; and that the “said
tracts were set apart for the exclusive use and benefit of the
assignees and their heirs.,” Each Indian was to have forty
acres of land, “to include in every case, as far as practicable,
a reasonable portion of timber and water.”

The tenth Article of the treaty provided that the annuities
now paid to the Arapahoes and Cheyennes should be continued
to them until the stipulations of such treaties or articles of
agreement should be fulfilled; and the seventh Article pro-
vided that the President, with the assent. of Congress, should
have power to modify or change any “ of the provisions of for-
mer treaties” “in such manner and to whatever extent” he
might judge it to be necessary and expedient for their best
interests.

Could a community of people be delivered up more com-
pletely bound and at the mercy of a government? Some of
the bands of the Cheyennes who were not represented at this
council were much dissatisfied with the treaty, as evidently
they had great reason to be. And as time went on, all the
bands became dissatisfied. Two years later we find that, in-
stead of their being settled on those farms * in severalty,” the
survey of their lands has been just completed, and that “a
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contract will soon be made for the construction of a ditch for
the ‘purpose of irrigating their arable land.” “It is to be
hoped,” the Superintendent of the Colorado Agency writes,
that “ when suitable preparations for their subsistence by-agri-
culture and grazing. are made, these tribes will gradually: cease
their roaming, and become permanently settled.” It would
seem highly probable that under those conditions the half-
starved: creatures would be only too glad to cease to roam. It
is now ten years since they were reported to be in a condition
of miserable starvation every winter, trying to raise a little
corn here and there, and begging to have a farmer and a black-
smith sent out to them. -They are now divided and subdivided
into small- bands, hunting the buffalo wherever they can find
him, and going in small parties because there are no:longer
large herds of buffaloes to be found anywhere. The Governor
of Colorado says, in his report for 1863, that “ these extensive
subdivisions of the tribes caused great difficulty in ascertain-
ing the really guilty parties in the commission of offences.”
Depredations and hostilities are being frequently committed,
but it is manifestly nnjust to hold the whole tribe responsible
for the acts of a few. :

Things grew rapidly worse in Colorado. Those * prepara-
tions for their subsistence by agriculture and grazing ”—which
it took so much room to tell in the treaty—not having been
made; the farmer, and the blacksmith, and the grist-mill not
having arrived ; the contract not having been even let for the
irrigating-ditch, without which no man can raise any crops in
Colorado, not even on arable. lands—many of the Cheyennes
and Arapahoes took to a system of pilfering reprisals from
emigrant trains, and in the fights resulting from this effort to
steal they committed many terrible murders. All the tribes on
the plains were more or less engaged in these outrages; and it
was evident, before midsummer of 1864, that the Government
.must. interfere with a strong hand to protect the emigrants and
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Western settlers—to protect them from the consequences of its
own bad faith with the Indians. The Governor of Colorado
called for military aid, and for authority to make a campaign
against the Indians, which was given him. But as there was no
doubt that many of the Indians were still peaceable and loyal,
and he desired to avoid every possibility of their sharing in
the punishment. of the guilty, he issued a proclamation in
June, requesting all who were friendly to come to places which
he designated, where they were to be assured of safety and pro-
tection. This proclamation was sent to all the Indians of the
plains. In consequence of it, several bands of friendly Arapa-
hoes and Cheyennes came to Fort Lyon, and were there re-
ceived by the officer in charge, rationed, and assured of safety.
Here there occurred, on the 29th of November, one of the foul-
est massacres which the world bas seen, This camp of friend-
ly Indians was surprised at daybreak, and men, women, and
“ehildren were butchered in cold blood. Most of those who
escaped fled to the north, and, joining other bands of the
tribe, proceeded at once to take most fearful, and, it must be
said, natural revenge. A terrible war followed. Some of them
confederated with the Sioux, and waged relentless war on all
the emigrant routes across the plains. These hostilities were
bitter in proportion to the bitterness of resentment felt by the
refugees from this massacre. “It will be long before faith in
the honor and humanity of the whites can be re-established in
the minds of these barbarians,” says an official report, “and
the last Indian who escaped from the brutal scene at Sand
Creek will probably have died before its effects will have dis-
appeared.”*
In October of the next year some of the bands, having first
had their safety assured by an old and tried friend, L. H. Leav-
enworth, Indian Agent for the Upper Arkansas, gathered to-

* See Appendix, Arts. L and XL,
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gether to hold a council with United States Commissioners on
the Little Arkansas. The commissioners were empowered by
the President to restore to the survivors of the Sand Creek -mas-
sacre full value for all the property then destroyed; “to make
reparation,” so far as possible. To each woman who had lost a
husband there they gave one hundred and sixty acres of land ;
to each child who had lost a parent, the samne. Probably even
an Indian woman would consider one hundred and sixty acres
of land a poor equivalent for a murdered husband; but the
offers were accepted in good part by the tribe, and there is
nothing in all the history of this patient race more pathetic -
than the calm ‘and reasonable language employed by some of
these Cheyenne and Arapahoe chiefs at this council. Said
Black Kettle, the chief over whose lodge the American flag,
with a white flag tied below, was floating at the time of the
massacre, “I once thought that I was the only man that perse-
vered to be the friend of the white man; but since they have
come and cleaned out our lodges, horses, and everything else,
it is hard for me to believe white men any more. * * * All my
friends, the Indians that are holding back, they are afraid to
come in; are afraid that they will be betrayed as I have been.
I am not afraid of white men, but come and take you by the
hand.” Elsewhere, Black Kettle spoke of Colonel Chivington’s
troops as “that fool-band of soldiers that cleared out our
lodges, and killed our women and children. This is hard on
us.” With a magnanimity and common -sense which white
men would have done well to imitate in their judgments of the
Indians, he recognized that it would be absurd, as well as un-
just, to hold all white men in distrust on account of the acts
of that “fool-band of soldiers.”*

* Gen. Harney, on being asked by Bishop Whipple if Black Kettle were
a hostile Indian, replied, laying his hand on his heart, “I have worn this
uniform fifty-five years. He was as true a friend of the white man as I am.”
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By the terms of this treaty, a new reservation was to be set
apart for the Cheyennes and Arapahoes; hostile acts on either
side were to be settled by arbitration; no whites were to be
allowed on the reservation; a large tract of country was to be
“relinquished” by the Indians, but they were * expressly per-
mitted to reside upon and range at pleasure throughout the un-
settled portions of that part of the country they claim as origi-
nally theirs.” The United States reserved the right to build
roads and establish forts in the reservation, and pledged itself to .
pay “annually, for the period of forty years,” certain sums of
money to each person in the tribe: twenty dollars a head till
they were settled on their reservation; after that, forty dollars
a head. To this end an accurate annual census of the Indians
was promised at the time of the annuity payment in the spring,

The Indians went away from this council full of hope and
satisfaction. Their oldest friends, Colonel Bent and Kit Carson,
were among the commissioners, and they felt that at last they
had a treaty they could trust. Their old reservation in Colora-
do (to which they probably could never have been induced to
return) was restored to the public domain of that territory, and
they hoped in their new home for greater safety and peace.
The Apaches, who had heretofore been allied with the Kiowas
and Comanches, were now allied with them, and to have the
benefits of the new treaty. A small portion of the tribe—
Chiefly young men of a turbulent nature—still held aloof, and
refused to come under the treaty provisions. One riotous band,
called the Dog Soldiers, were especially refractory ; but, before
the end of the next year, they also decided to go southward
and join the rest of the tribe on the new reservation. Occa-
sional hostilities took place in the course of the winter, one of
which it is worth while to relate, the incident is so typical a one.

On the 21st of February a son of one Mr. Boggs was killed
and scalped by a party of four Cheyenne Indians about six
miles east of Fort Dodge, on the Arkansas River. On inves

4%
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tigation, it appeared that Mr. Boggs had gone to the Indian
camp without any authority, and had there traded off eleven
one-dollar bills for ten-dollar bills. The Indian on whom this
trick had been played found Mr. Boggs out, went to him, and
demanded reparation ; and, in the altercation and fight which
ensued, Mr. Boggs's son was killed. This story is given in the
official report of Lieutenant-colonel Gordon, U.8.A., and Colonel
Gordon adds, “I think this case needs no further comment.”
The Cheyennes did not long remain at peace; in the sum-
mer the Senate had added to this last treaty an amendment
requiring their mew reservation to be entirely “outside the
State of Kansas, and not within any Indian territory, except
on consent of the tribes interested.” As the reservation had
been partly in Kansas, and partly on the lands of the Cherokees,
this amendment left them literally without any home what-
ever. Under these circumstances, the young men of the tribe
soon began to join again with other hostile Indians in commit-
ting depredations and hostilities along the great mail-routes on
the plains. Again they were visited with summary and appar-
ently deserved vengeance by the United States troops, and in
the summer of 1867 a Cheyenne village numbering three hun-
dred lodges was burnt by United States soldiers under Gen-
eral Hancock. Fortunately the women and children had all
fled on the first news of the approach of the army. Soon after
this another council was held with them, and once more the
precarious peace was confirmed by treaty ; but was almost im-
mediately broken again in consequence of the failure of the
Government to comply with the treaty provisions, That some
members of these tribes had also failed to keep to the treaty
provisions is undoubtedly true, but by far the greater part of
them were loyal and peaceable. ¢ The substantial cause of this
war,” however, was acknowledged by the Indian Bureau itself
to be * the fact that the Department, for want of appropriations,
was compelled to stop their supplies, and to permit them to
recur to the chase for subsistence.” ‘
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In 1868 “the country bounded east by the State of Arkan-
sas, south by Texas, north by Kansas, and west by the hun-
dredth meridian of longitude, was set apart for the exclusive
use of the Cheyennes, Arapahoes, Kiowas, and Comanches, and
such other bands as might be located there by proper author-
ity;” and the whole was declared to constitute *a military dis-
trict,” under command of Major-general Hazen, U.S.A. In Oc-
tober of the same year Major Wynkoop, who had been the faith-
ful friend of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes ever since the days
of Sand Creek, published his last protest in their behalf, in a
letter to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. He says that the
failure of the Government to fulfil treaty provisions in the mat~
ter of supplies forced them to resort to hunting sgain; and
then the refusal of the Government to give them the arms and
asmmunition promised in the treaty, left them without any
means of securing the game; hence the depredations. The
chiefs had promised to deliver up the guilty ones to Major
‘Wynkoop, * but before sufficient time had elapsed for them to
fulfil their promises the troops were in the field, and the Indians
in flight. * * * Even after the majority of the Cheyennes had
been forced to take the war-path, in consequence of the bad
acts of some of their nation, several bands of the Cheyennes,
and the whole Arapahoe tribe, could have been kept at peace
had proper action been taken at the time; but now all the In-
dians of the Upper Arkansas are engaged in the struggle.”*

In 1869 many Arapahoes and Cheyennes had made their
way to Montana, and were living with the Gros Ventres; most
of those who remained at the south were quiet, and seemed to
be disposed to observe the provisions of the treaty, but were
earnestly imploring to be moved farther to the north, where
they might hunt buffalo.

* On October 27th of this year Black Kettle and his entire band were
killed by Gen. Custer’s command at Antelope Hills, on the Wichita River.
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In 1870, under the care of an agent of the Society of
Friends, the improvement of the Southern Cheyennes was re-
markable. Buildings were put up, land was broken and plant-
ed, and the agent reports that, “ with proper care on the part of
the Government,” there will not be any “ serious trouble ” with
the tribe, although there are still some * restless spirits” among
them,

In 1872 the Cheyennes and Arapahoes are reported as “al-
lied to the Government in the maintenance of peace on the
border. Very strong inducements have been made by the raid-
ing bands of Kiowas, at critical times in the past two years, to
join them in hostile alliance in raids against the whites; but
all such appeals have been rejected, and, as a tribe, they have
remained loyal and peaceful.”

Thirty lodges of the Northern Cheyennes returned this year
and joined their tribe, but many of them were still roaming
among the Northern Sioux. In 1874 there were said to be
over three thousand of these Northern Cheyennes and Arapa-
hoes at the Red Cloud Agency. The Government refused any
longer to permit them to stay there; and, after repeated pro-
tests, and expressions of unwillingness to move, they at last
consented to go to the Indian Territory. But their removal
was deferred, on account of the unsettled state of the South-
ern Cheyennes. Early in the spring troubles had broken out
among them, in consequence of a raid of horse-thieves on
their reservation. The chief, Little Robe, lost forty-three head
of valuable ponies. These ponies were offered for sale in
Dodge City, Kansas, where Little Robe’s son, with a small
band of young men, made an unsuccessful effort to reclaim
them. Failing in this, the band, on their way back, stole the
first stock they came to; were pursued by the Kansas farmers,
the stock recaptured, and Little Robe’s son badly wounded.
This was sufficient to bring on a general war against white
men in the whole region; and the history of the next few

~
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months was a history of murders and outrages by Cheyennes,
Kiowas, Osages, and Comanches. Sixty lodges of the Chey-
ennes took refuge under the protection of the United States
troops at the agency, and the old problem returned again, how
to punish the guilty without harming the innocent. A vigor-
ous military campaign was carried on under General Miles
against the hostiles until, in the spring of 1875, the main body
surrendered. Wretched, half starved, more than half naked,
without lodges, ponies—a more pitiable sight was never seen
than this band of Indians. It was inconceivable how they had
so long held out; nothing but a well-nigh indomitable pride
and inextinguishable hatred of the whites and sense of wrongs
could have supported them. It was decided that thirty-three
of the most desperate ones should be sent as prisoners to St.
Augustine, Florida; but before the selection was completed a
general stampede among the surrendered braves took place, re-
sulting in the final escape of some four hundred. They held
their ground from two p. M. until dark against three companies
of cavalry and two Gatlin guns, and, *“ under cover of an ex-
tremely dark and stormy night, escaped, leaving only three
dead on the field.” It is impossible not to admire such bravery
as this. The Report of the Indian Bureau for 1875 says of
the condition of affairs at this agency at this time: “The
friendly Cheyennes have had their loyalty put to the severest
test by comparing their own condition with that of the full-fed
and warmly-housed captives of the War Department. Notwith-
standing all privations, they have been unswerving in their
friendship, and ever ready to assist the agent in maintaining
order, and compelling the Northern Cheyennes who have vis-
ited the agency to submit to a count.” In consequence of the
hostilities, they were obliged to remain close to the agency in
camp—a hardship that could bardly be endured, and resulted
in serious suffering. Their rations were not enough to subsist
them, and yet, being cut off from hunting, they were entirely
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dependent on them. - And even these inadequate rations did
not arrive when they were due. Their agent writes, in 1875
“On last year’s flour contract not a single pound was received
until the fourteenth day of First Month, 1875, when six months
of cold weather and many privations had passed, notwithstand-
ing the many protestations and urgent appeals fronr the agent.”

The now thoroughly subjugated Cheyennes went to work
with a will. In one short year they are reported as so anxious
to cultivate the ground that, when they could not secure the
use of a plough or hoe, they used “axes, sticks of wood, and
their hands,in preparing the ground, planting and-cultivating
their garden spots.”

The Northern Cheyennes are still on the Red Cloud Agency,
and are reported as restless and troublesome.

In 1877 they were all removed to the Cheyenne and Arapa-
hoe Agency, in Indian: Territory. The Reports of the Depart-
ment say that they asked to be¢ taken there. The winter of
1866 and the summer of 1867 were seasons of great activity

. and interest at this agency. In the autumn they went off on a

grand buffalo hunt, accompanied by a ‘small detail of troops
from Fort Reno. Early in the winter white horse - thieves
began to make raids on their ponies, and stole so many that
many of the Indians were obliged to depend on their friends’
ponies to help them return home. Two hundred and sixty in
all were stolen—carried, as usual, to Dodge City and sold. A
few were recovered; but the loss to the Indians was estimated
at two thousand nine hundred dollars. “Such losses are
very discouraging to the Indians,” writes their agent, and
are “ but a repetition of the old story that brought on the war
of 1874.

In midsummer of this year the * Cheyenne and Arapahoe
Transportation Company” was formed: forty wagons were
sent out, with harness, by the Government; the Indians fur-
nished the horses; and on the 19th of July the Indians set out
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in their new réle of “ freighters” of their own supplies. They
went to Wichita, Kansas—one hundred and sixty-five miles—in
six days, with their ponies; loaded sixty-five thousand pounds
of supplies into the wagons, and made the return trip in two
weeks, all things being delivered in good condition.

This experiment was thoroughly tested; and its results are
notable among the many unheeded refutations of the constant-
ly repeated assertion that Indians will not work. The agent
of the Cheyennes and the Arapahoes, testifying before a Sen-
ate Committee in 1879, says: “ We have run a wagon train,
driven by Indians, to Wichita, for three years and over, and
have never had a drunken Indian yet.”

“Do they waste their money, or bring it home #”

“They almost invariably spend it for saddles or clothing,
or something of nse to them that is not furnished by the Gov-.
ernment. ¥ * * They have mever stolen an ounce of sugar,
coffee, or anything elsg: they have been careful not to injure
or waste anything, and have delivered everything in good
faith.”

The agent reports not a single case of drunkenness during
the year. The manual labor and boarding-school has one hun-
dred and thirteen scholars in it, “all it can accommodate.”
The children earned four hundred dollars in the year by work
of one sort and another, and have “expended the money as
judiciously as would white children of their ages.”” They
bought calico, cotton cloth, shoes, hats, several head of cattle,
and one horse. They also “ bought many delicacies for their
friends in camp who were sick and in need.”

“One Cheyenne woman tanned robes, traded them for twen-
ty-five two-year-old heifers, and gave them to her daughter in
the school. * * * The boys have one hundred and twenty acres
of corn under cultivation, ten acres of potatoes, broom-corn,
sngar-cane, peanuts, melons, and a good variety of vegetables.
They are entitled to one-half the crop for cultivating it.”
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This is a marvellous report of the change wrought in a peo-
ple in only two years’ time. It proves that the misdemeanors,
the hostilities of, 1874 and 1875, had been largely forced on
them by circumstances.

The winter of 1877 and summer of 1878 were terrible
seasons for the Cheyennes. Their fall hunt had proved un-
successful. Indians from other reservations had hunted the
ground over before them, and driven the buffalo off ; and the
Cheyennes made their way. home again in straggling parties,
destitute and hungry. Their agent reports that the result of
this hunt has clearly proved that “in the future the Indian
must rely on tilling the ground as the principal means of sup-
port; and if this conviction can be firmly established, the great-
est obstacle to advancement in agriculture will be overcome.
‘With the buffalo gone,and their pony herds being constantly
decimated by the inroads of horse-thieves, they must soon
adopt, in all its varieties, the way of the white man. * * * The
usual amount of horse-stealing has prevailed, and the few cases
of successful pursuit have only increased the boldness of the
thieves and the number of the thefts. Until some other sys-
tem of law is introduced we cannot hope for a cessation of this
grievance.”

The ration allowed to these Indians is repoﬂ;ed as being “re-
duced and insufficient,” and the small sums they have been
able to earn by selling buffalo-hides are said to have been * of
material assistance” to them in *“ supplementing” this ration.
But in this year there have been sold only $657 worth- of
skins by the Cheyennes and Arapahoes together. In 1876
they sold $17,600 worth. Here is a falling off enough to
cause very great suffering in a little community of five thou-
sand people. But this was only the beginning of their troubles.
The summer proved one of unusual heat. Extreme heat, chills
and fever,and “a reduced and insufficient ration,” all com-
bined, resulted in an amount of sickness heart-rending to read
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of. “It is no exaggerated estimate,” says the agent, “to place
the number of sick people on the reservation at two thousand.
‘Many deaths occurred which might have been obviated had
there been a proper supply of anti-malarial remedies at hand.
* * * Hundreds applying for treatment have been refused med-
icine.”

The Northern Cheyennes grew more and more restless and
unhappy. “In council and elsewhere they profess an intense
desire to be sent North, where they say they will settle down
as the others have done,” says the report; adding, with an ob-
tuseness which is inexplicable, that “no difference has been
made in the treatment of the Indians,” but that the “com-
pliance ” of these Northern Cheyennes has been “ of an entirely
different nature from that of the other Indians,” and that it may
be “ necessary in the future to compel what so far we have been
unable to effect by kindness and appeal to their better natures.”

If it is “ an appeal to men’s better natures” to remove them
by force from a healthful Northern climate, which they love
and thrive in, to a malarial Southern one, where they are struck
down by chills and fever — refuse them medicine which can
combat chills and fever, and finally starve them—then, indeed,
might be said to bave been most forcible appeals made to the
“better natures” of these Northern Cheyennes, What might
have been predicted followed.

Early in the autumn, after this terrible summer, a band of
some three hundred of these Northern Cheyennes took the
desperate step of running off and attempting to make their
way back to Dakota. They were pursued, fought desperately,
but were finally overpowered, and surrendered. They surren-
dered, however, only on the condition that they should be
taken to Dakota. They were unanimous in declaring that
they would rather die than go back to the Indian Territory.
This was. nothing more, in fact, than saying that they would
rather die by bullets than of chills and fever and starvation.

\d
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These Indians were taken to Fort Robinson, Nebraska. Here
they were confined as prisoners of war, and held subject to the
orders of the Department of the Interior. The department
was informed of the Indians’ determination never to be taken
back alive to Indian Territory. The army officers in charge
reiterated these statements, and implored the department to
permit them to remain at the North; but it was of no avail
Orders came—explicit, repeated, finally stern—insisting on the
return of these Indians to their agency. The commanding
officer at Fort Robinson has been censured severely for the
course he pursued in his effort to carry out those orders. It
is difficult to see what else he could have done, except to have
resigned his post. He could not take three hundred Indians
by sheer brute force and carry them hundreds of miles, espe-
cially when they were so desperate that they had broken up
the iron stoves in their quarters, and wrought and twisted
them into weapons with which to resist. He thought perhaps
he could starve them into submission. He stopped the issue
of food; he also stopped the issue of fael to them. It was
midwinter; the mercury froze in that month at Fort Robin-
son. At the end of two days he asked the Indians to let their
women and children come out that he might feed them. Not
a woman would come out. On the night of the fourth day—
or, according to some accounts, the sixth—these starving, freez-
ing Indians broke prison, overpowered the guards, and fled,
carrying their women and children with them. They held the
pursuing troops at bay for: several days; finally made a last
stand in a'deep ravine, and were shot down—men, women, and
children together. Ont of the whole band there were left alive
some fifty. women and children and seven men, who, having
been confined in another part of the fort, had not had the good
fortune to share in this outbreak and meet their death in the
ravine. These, with their wives and children, were sent to Fort
Leavenworth, to be put in prison; the men to be tried for mur-
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ders committed in their skirmishes in Kansas on their way to
the north. Red Clound, a Sioux chief, came to Fort Robinson
immediately after this massacre, and entreated to be allowed
to take the Cheyenne widows and orphans into his tribe to be
cared for. The Government, therefore, kindly permitted twen-
ty-two Cheyenne widows and thirty-two Cheyenne children—
many of them orphans—to be received into the band of the
Ogallalla Sioux.

An attempt was made by the Commissioner of Indian Af-
fairs, in his Report for 1879, to show by tables and figures that
these Indians were not starving at the time of their flight from
Indian Territory. The attempt only redounded to his own dis-
grace; it being proved, by the testimony given by a former
clerk of the Indian Bureau before the Senate committee ap-
pointed to investigate the case of the Northern Cheyennes, that
the commissioner had been guilty of absolute dishonesty in his
estimates, and that the quantity of beef actually issued to the
Cheyenne Agency was hundreds of pounds less than he had
reported it, and that the Indians were actually, as they had
claimed, * starving.”

The testimony given before this committee by some of the
Cheyenne prisoners themselves is heart-rending. One must
have a callous heart who can read it unmoved.

‘When asked by Senator Morgan, * Did you ever really suffer
from hunger?”’ one of the chiefs replied, “ We were always
hungry; we mever had enough. When they that were sick
once in awhile felt as though they could eat something, we
had nothing to give them.”

“Did you not go out on the plains sometimes and hunt buf-
falo, with the consent of the agent #”

“We went out on a buffalo-bunt, and nearly starved while
out; we could not find any buffalo hardly; we could hardly
get back with our ponies; we had to kill a good many of our
ponies to eat, to save ourselves from starving.” :
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“ How many children got sick and died

“Between the fall of 1877 and 1878 we lost fifty children.
A great many of our finest young men died, as well as many
women.”

“0ld Crow,” a chief who served faithfully as Indian scout
and ally under General Crook for years, said: “I did not feel
like doing anything for awhile, because I had no heart. I did
not want to be in this country. I was all the time wanting to
get back to the better country where I was born, and where
my children are buried, and where my mother and sister yet
live. So I have laid in my lodge most of the time with noth-
ing to think about but that, and the affair up north at Fort
Robinson, and my relatives and friends who were killed there.
But now I feel as though, if I had a wagon and a horse or
two, and some land, I would try to work. If I had something,
8o that I could do something, I might not think so much about
these other things. As it is now, I feel as though I would just
as soon be asleep with the rest.”

The wife of one of the chiefs confined at Fort Leavenworth
testified before the committee as follows: “ The main thing I
complained of was that we didun’t get enough to eat; my chil-
dren nearly starved to death; then sickness came, and there
was nothing good for them to eat; for a long time the most
they had to eat was corn-meal and salt. Three or four chil-
dren died every day for awhile, and that frightened us.”

(This testimony was taken at Fort Reno, in Indian Terri-
tory.)

‘When asked if there were anything she would like to say to
the committee, the .poor woman replied: “I wish you would
do what you can to get my husband released. I am very poor
here, and do not know what is to become of me. If he were
released he would come down here, and we would live together
quietly, and do no harm to anybody, and make no trouble.
< <Bat I should never get over my desire to get back north; I
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should always want to get back where my children were born,
and died, and were buried. That country is better than this
in every respect. * * * There is plenty of good, cool water
there—pure water—while bere the water is not good. It is
not hot there, nor so sickly. Are you going where my hus-
band is? Can you tell when he is likely to be released #”

The Senators were obliged to reply to her that they were not
going where her husband was, and they could not tell- when he
would be released.

In view of the accounts of the sickness and suffering of these
Indians in 1877 and 1878, the reports made in 1879 of the
industry and progress at the Cheyenne and Arapahoe Agency
are almost incredible. The school children have, by their earn-
ings, bought one hundred head of cattle; 451,000 pounds of
freight have been transported by the Indians during the year;
they have also worked at making brick, chopping wood, mak-
ing hay, bauling wood, and splitting and hauling rails; and
have earned thereby $7121 25. Two of the girls of the school
have been promoted to the position of assistant teachers; and
the United States mail contractor between this agency and
Fort Elliott, in Texas—a distance of one hundred and sixty-five
miles—has operated almost exclusively with full-blooded In-
dians : “there has been no report of breach of trust on the part
of any Indians connected with this trust, and the contractor
expresses his entire approval of their conduct.”

It is stated also that there was not sufficient clothing to fur-
nish each Indian with a warm suit of clothing, “ as promised
by the treaty,” and that, “ by reference to official correspond-
ence, the fact is established that the Cheyennes and Arapahoes
are judged as having mno legal rights to any lands, baving for-
feited their treaty reservation by a failure to settle thereon,”
and their ““ present reservation not having been, as yet, confirm-
ed by Congress. Inasmuch as the Indians fully understood,
and were assured that this reservation was given to them in
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lieu of their treaty reservation, and have commenced farming
in the belief that there was no uncertainty about the matter, it
is but common justice that definite action be had at an early
day, securing to them what is their right.”

It would seem that there could be found nowhere in the
melancholy record of the experiences of our Indians a more
glaring instance of confused multiplication of injustices than
this. The Cheyennes were pursued and slain for venturing to
leave this very reservation, which, it appears, is not their reser-
vation at all, and they have no legal right to it. Are there any
words to fitly characterize such treatment as this from a great,
powerful, rich nation, to a handful of helpless people #
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CHAPTER 1IV.

THE NEZ PERCES.

Bouxnpep on the north, south, and east by snow-topped
mountains, and on the west by shining waters; holding in its
rocky passes the sources of six great rivers; bearing on its
slopes and plains measureless forests of pine and cedar and
spruce; its meadows gardens of summer bloom and fruit, and
treasure-houses of fertility,—lies Oregon : wide, healthful, beau-
tiful, ab}mdant, and inviting, no wonder it was coveted and
fought for.

When Lewis and Clarke visited it, eighty years ago, they
found living. there many tribes of Indians, numbering in all, at
the lowest estimates, between twenty and thirty thousand; of
all these tribes the Nez Percés were the richest, noblest, and
most gentle.

To the Cayuses, one of the most warlike of these tribes,
- Messrs. Lewis and Clarke presented an American flag, telling
them it was an emblem of peace. The gay coloring and beauty
of the flag, allied to this significance, made a deep impression
on the poetic minds of these savages. They set the flag up in
a beautiful valley called the Grande Ronde—a fertile basin
some twenty-five miles in diameter, surrounded by high walls
of basaltic rock, and watered by a branch of the Snake River:
around this flag they met their old enemies the Shoshones, and
swore to keep perpetual peace with them ; and the spot became
consecrated to an annual meeting of the tribes—a sort of fair,
where the Cayuse, Nez Percé, and Walla Walla Indians came
every summer and traded their roots, skins, elk and buffalo
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meats, for salmon and horses, with the Shoshones. It was a
beautiful spot, nearly circular, luxuriantly covered with grass,
the hill wall around it thick grown with evergreen trees, chiefly
larch. The Indians called it Karpkarp, which being translated
is “Balm of Gilead.”

The life of these Indians was a peculiar one. Most of them
had several homes, and as they lived only a part of the year in
each, were frequently spoken of by travellers as nomadic tribes,
while in fact they were as wedded to their homes as any civil-
ized inhabitants of the world; and their wanderings were as
systematic as the removals of wealthy city people from town
homes co country places. If a man were rich enough, and fond
enough of change, to have a winter house in New York, a house
for the summer in Newport, and one for autumn in the White
Mountains, nobody would think of calling him a nomad; still
less if he made these successive changes annually, with perfect
regularity, owing to opportunities which were offered him at
regularly recurring intervals in these different places to earn
his living; which was the case with the Oregon Indians,

As soon as the snow disappears in the spring there is in
certain localities, ready for gathering, the “ pohpoh ”"—a small
bulb, like an onion. This is succeeded by the ““spatlam,” and
the “spatlam” by the “cammass” or “ithwa,” a root like a
parsnip, which they make into fine meal. In midsummer come
the salmon in countless shoals up the rivers. August is the
month for berries, of which they dry great quantities for win-
ter use. In September salmon again—coming down stream
now, exhausted and ready to die, but in sufficiently good con-
dition to be dried for the winter. In October comes the * me-
sani,” another root of importance in the Indian larder. After
this they must depend on deer, bears, small game, and wild-
fowl. When all these resources fail, there is a kind of lichen
growing on the trees, of which they can eat enough to keep
themselves from starving, though its nutritive qualities are very
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small. Thus each season had its duty and its appointed place
of abode, and year after year the same month found them in
the same spot.

In 1833 a delegation from these Oregon Indians went to St.
Louis, and through Mr. Catlin, the artist, made known their ob-
ject, which was “to inquire for the truth of a representation
which they said some white men had made among them, that.
our religion was better than theirs, and that they would all be
lost if they did not embrace it.” Two members of this delega-
tion were Nez Percés—* Hee-oh’ks-te-kin ” and “ H’co-a-h’co-
a-h’cotes-min,” or * Rabbit-skin Leggings,” and “ No Horns on
his Head.” Their portraits are to be found in * Catlin’s Amer-
ican Indians.” One of these died on his way home; but the
other journeyed his thousands of miles safely back, and bore
to his tribe the news “ that the report which they had heard
was well founded, and that good and religious men would soon
come among them to teach this religion, so that they could all
understand and have the benefits of it.”

Two years later the Methodist Episcopal Society and the
American Board both sent missionaries to Oregon. Before
this the religion of the fur-traders was the only white man’s
religion that the Indians bad had the opportunity of observing.
Eleven different companies and expeditions, besides the Hud-
son’s Bay and the North-west Companies, had been established
in their country, and the Indians had become only too familiar
with their standards and methods. It was not many years af-
ter the arrival of the missionaries in Oregon that a traveller
there gave the following account of his experience with-a Nez
Percé guide:

“Creekie (so he was named) was a very kind man ; he turn-
ed my worn-out animals loose, and loaded my packs on his
own; gave me a splendid horse to ride, and intimated by sig-
uificant-gestures that we would go a short distance that after-
noon. I gave my assent, and we were soon on our way; hav-

5
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ing ridden about ten miles, we camped for the might. I no-
ticed, during the ride, a degree of forbearance toward each oth-
er which I had never before observed in that race. "When we
halted for the night the two boys were behind ; they had been
frolicking with their horses, and, as the darkness came on, lost
the trail. It was a half-hour before they made their appear-
ance, and during this time the parents manifested the most
anxious solicitude for them. One of them was but three years
old, and was lashed to the horse he rode; the other only seven
years of age—young pilots in the wilderness at night. But
the elder, true to the sagacity of his race, had taken his course,
and struck the brook on which we were encamped within three
hundred yards of us. The pride of the parents at this feat,
and their ardent attachment to the children, were perceptible
in the pleasure with which they received them at their even-
ning fire, and heard the relation of their childish adventures.
The weather was so pleasant that no tent was spread. The
willows were bent, and the buffalo-robes spread over them.
Underneath were laid other robes, on which my Indian host
seated himself, with his wife and children on one side and
myself on the other. A fire burnt brightly in front. Water
was brought, and the evening ablutions having been performed,
the wife presented a dish of meat to her husband and one to
wyself. There was a pause. The woman seated herself be-
tween her children. The Indian then bowed his head and
prayed to God. A wandering savage in Oregon, calling on
Jehovah in the name of Jesus Christ! After the prayer he
gave meat to his children and passed the dish to bis wife.
While eating, the frequent repetition of the words Jehovah and
Jesus Christ, in the most reverential manner, led me to sup-
pose that they were conversing on religious topics, and thus
they passed an hour. Meanwhile the exceeding weariness of a
long day’s travel admonished me to seek rest. I had slumber
ed I know not how long, when a strain of music awoke me.
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The Indian family was engaged in its evening devotions. They
were singing a hymn in the Nez Percés language. Having
finished, they all knelt and bowed their faces on the buffalo-
robe, and Creekie prayed long and fervently. Afterward they
sung another hymn, and retired. To hospitality, family affec-
tion, and devotion, Creekie added honesty and cleanliness to a
great degree, manifesting by these fruits, so contrary to the
nature and habits of his race, the beautiful influence of the
work of grace on the heart.”

The earliest mention of the Nez Percés in the official records
of the Indian Burean is in the year 1843. In that year an
agent was sent out to investigate the condition of the Oregon
tribes, anid he reports as follows: “The only tribes from which
much is to be hoped, or anything to be feared in this part of
Oregon, are the Walla Wallas, Cayuses, and Nez Percés, inhab-
iting a district on the Columbia and its tributaries, commenc-
ing two hundred and forty miles from its mouth, and stretch-
ing four hundred and eighty miles in the interior.”

The Nez Percés, living farther inland, * inhabit a beautiful
grazing district, not surpassed by any I have seen for verdure,
water privileges, climate, or health. This tribe forms an honor-
able exception to the general Indian character—being more
noble, industrious, sensible, and better disposed toward the
whites and their improvements in the arts and sciences; and
though brave as Ceesar, the whites have nothing to dread at
their hands in case of their dealing out to them what they con-
ceive to be right and equitable.”

‘When this agent arrived at the missionary station among
the Nez Percés, he was met there by a large body of the In-
dians with twenty-two of their chiefs. The missionaries re-
ceived him * with joyful countenances and glad hearts;’ the
Indians, * with civility, gravity, and dignified reserve.”

He addressed them at length, explaining to them the kind
intentions of the Government toward them. They listened
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with ¢ gravity, fixed attention, and decorum.” Finally an aged
chief, ninety years of age, arose and said: “I speak to-day;
perhaps to-morrow I die. I am the oldest chief of the tribe. -
I was the high chief when your great brothers, Lewis and
Clarke, visited this country. They visited me, and bonored me
with their friendship and counsel. I showed them my numer-
ous wounds, received in bloody battle with the Snakes. They
told. me it was not good; it was better to be at peace; gave
me a flag of truce; I beld it up high. We met, and talked,
but never fought again. - Clarke pointed to this day—to you
and this occasion. We have long waited in expectation ; sent
three of our sons to Red River school to prepare for it; two
of them sleep with their fathers; the other is here, and can be
ears, mouth, and. pen for us. I can say no more; I am quick-
ly tired ; my voice and limbs tremble. I am glad I.live to see
you and this day; bat I shall soon be still and quiet in
death.” .

At this council the Nez Percés elected a head chief named
Ellis, and adopted the following Code of Laws:

Art, 1. Whoever wilfully takes life shall be hung.

Art. 2, Whoever burns a dwelling-house shall ‘be hung.

, Art. 8. Whoever burns an out-building shall be imprisoned six months,
receive fifty lashes, and pay all damages.

Art. 4. Whoever carelessly burns a house or any property shall pay
damages.

Art. 5. If any one enter a dwelling without permission of the occupant,
the chiefs shall punish him as they think proper. Public rooms are ex-
oepted.

Art. 6. If any one steal, he shall pay back twofold ; and if it be the
value of a beaver-skin or less, he shall receive twenty-five lashes ; and if
the value is over a beaver-skin, he shall pay back twofold, and receive
fifty lashes,

Art. 7. If any one take a horse and ride it, without permission, or take
any article and use it, without liberty, he shall pay for the use of it, and
receive from twenty to fifty lashes, as the chief shall direct.
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Art. 8. H any one enter a field and injure the cropg, or throw down the
fence, so that cattle or horses go in and do damage, he shall pay all dam-
ages, and receive twenty-five lashes for every offence.

Art. 9. Those only may keep dogs who travel or live among the game.
If a dog kill a lamb, calf, or any domestic animal, the owner shall pay the
damage, and kill the dog.

Art, 10. If an Indian raise a gun or other weapon against & white man,
it shall be reported to the chiefs, and they shall punish him. If a white
man do the same to an Indian, it shall be reported to Dr. White, and he
shall pupish or redress it.

Art, 11. If an Indian break these laws, he shall be punished by his
chiefs; if a white man break them, he shall be reported to the agent, and
punished at his instance.

These laws, the agent says, he ¢ proposed one by one, leaving
them as free to reject as to accept. They were greatly pleased
with all proposed, but wished a heavier penalty to some, and
suggested the dog-law, which was annexed.”

In a history of Oregon written by one W. H. Gray, of As-
toria, we find this Indian agent spoken of as a “notorious
blockhead.” Mr. Gray’s methods of mention of all persons
toward whom he has antagonism or dislike are violent and un-
dignified, and do not redound either to his credit as a writer
or his credibility as a witness. But it is impossible to avoid
the impression that in this instance he was not far from the
truth. Surely one cannot read, without mingled horror and
incredulity, this programme of the whipping-post, offered as
one of the:first instalments of the United States Government’s
“kind intentions” toward these Indians; ome of the first prac-
tical illustrations given them of the kind of civilization the
United States Government would recommend and introduce.

‘We are not surprised to read in another narrative of affairs
in Oregon, a little later, that * the Indians want pay for being
whipped, the same as they did for praying—to please the mis-
sionaries—during the great revival of 1839. * * * Some of the
influential men in the tribe desired to know of what benefit



110 A CENTURY OF DISHONOR.

this whipping-system was going to be to them. They said
they were willing it should continue, provided they were to
receive shirts and pants and blankets as a reward for being
whipped. They had been whipped a good many times, and
had got nothing for it, and it had done them no good. If this
state of things was to continue, it was all good for nothing,
and they would throw it away.”

The Secretary of War does not appear to have seen this
aspect of his agent’s original efforts in the line of jurispru-
dence. He says of the report which includes this astounding
code, merely that “it furnishes some deeply interesting and
curious details respecting certain of the Indian tribes in that
remote part of our territories,” and that the conduct of the
Nez Percés on the occasion of this important meeting “im-
Ppresses one most agreeably.”

A report submitted at the same time by the Rev. Mr. Spaul-
ding, who had lived six years as missionary among the Nez
Percés, is much pleasanter reading. He says that “nearly all
the principal men and chiefs are members of the school ; that
.they are as industrious in their schools as on their farms.
They cultivate their lands with much skill and to good advan-
tage, and many more would do so if they had the means.
About one hundred are printing their own books with the
pen. This keeps up a deep interest, as they daily have new
lessons to print; and what they print must be committed to
memory as soon as possible. A good number are now so far
advanced in reading and printing as to render much assistance
in teaching. Their books are taken home at night, and every
lodge becomes a school-room. Their lessons are Scripture les-
sons; no others (except the laws) seem to interest them.”

Even this missionary seems to have fallen under some strange
glamour on the subject of the whipping-code; for he adds:
“The laws which you so happily prepared, and which were
unanimously adopted by the people, I have printed in the form




THE NEZ PERCES, 111

of a small school-book. A great number of the school now
read them fluently.”

In the next year’s report of the Secretary of War we read
that “the Nez Percé tribe have adopted a few simple and
plain laws as their code, which will teach them self-restraint,
and is the beginning of government on their part.” The Sec-
retary also thinks it “very remarkable that there should so
soon be several well supported, well attended, and well con-
ducted schools in Oregon.” (Not at all remarkable, considering
that the Congregationalists, the Methodist Episcopalians, and
the Roman Catholics have all had missionaries at work there
for eight years.) .

In 1846, the Nez Percés, with the rest of the Oregon tribes,
disappear from the official records of the Indian Bureau. “It
will be necessary to make some provision for conducting our
relations with the Indian tribes west of the Rocky Mountains,”
it is said ; but, “the whole subject having been laid before Con-
gress, it was not deemed advisable to continue a service that
was circumscribed in its objects, and originally designed to be
temporary.” The founder of the whipping-post in Oregon was
therefore relieved from his duties, and it is to be hoped his
laws speedily fell into disuse. The next year all the Protestant
missions in Oregon were abandoned, in consequence of the
frightful massacre by the Cayuses of the missionary families
living among them.* But the Nez Percés, though deprived of
their teaching, did not give up the faith and the practice they
had taught them. Six years later General Benjamin Alvord
bore the following testimony to their religious character:

“In the spring of 1853 a white man, who had passed the pre-
vious winter in the country of the Nez Percés, came to the
military post at the Dalles, and on being questioned as to the
manners and customs of the tribe, he said that he wintered

* See Appendix, Art, XTIL
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with a band of several hundred in number, and that the whole
party assembled every evening and morning for prayer, the
exercises being conducted by one of themselves in their own
language. He stated that on Sunday they assembled for ex-
hortation and worship.”

In 1851 a superintendent and three agents were appointed
for Indian service in Oregon. Treaties were negotiated with
some of the tribes, but they were not ratified, and in 1853
there was, in consequence, 8 wide-spread dissatisfaction among
all the Indians in the region. “They have become distrust-
ful of all promises made them by the United States,” says the
Oregon superintendent, * and believe the design of the Govern-
ment is to defer doing anything for them til they have wasted
away. The settlement of the whites on the tracts which they
regarded as secured to them by solemn treaty stipulations, re-
sults in frequent misunderstandings between them and the
settlers, and occasions and augments bitter animosities and re-
sentments. I am in almost daily receipt of complaints and pe-
titions for a redress of wrongs from both parties.”

Governor Stevens, of Washington Territory,in charge of the
Northern Pacific Railroad Explorations and Survey, wrote, this
year, * These hitherto neglected tribes, whose progress from
the wild wanderers of the plains to kind and hospitable neigh-
bors is personally known to you, are entitled, by every consid-
eration of justice and humanity, to the fatherly care of the
Government.”

In Governor Stevens's report is to be found a comprehensive
and intelligible account of all the Indian tribes in Oregon and
‘Washington Territory. The greater part of the Nez Percés’
country was now within the limits of Washington Territory,

only a few bands remaining in Oregon. They were estimated
to number at least eighteen hundred, and were said to be a
“rich and powerful tribe, owning many horses.” Every year
they crossed the meuntains to hunt buffalo on the plains of
the Missouri.
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In 1855 there was a general outbreak of hostilities on the
part of the Oregon Indians, Tribe after tribe, even among
those who had been considered friendly, fell into the ranks of
the hostiles, and some base acts of treachery were committed.
The Oregon settlers, menaced with danger on all sides, became
naturally so excited and terrified that their actions were hasty
and ill-advised. “They are without discipline, without order,
and similar to madmen,” says one official report. “ Every day
they run off the horses and the cattle of the friendly Indians.
I will soon no longer be able to restrain the friendly Indians.
They are indignant at conduct so unworthy of the whites, who
have made so many promises to respect and protect them if
they remain faithful friends. I am very sure, if the volunteers
are not arrested in their brigand actions, our Indians will save
themselves by flying to the homes of their relations, the Nez
Percés, who have promised them help; and then all these In-
dians of Oregon would join in the common defence until they
be entirely extermina

It is difficnlt to do full justice to the moral courage which
is shown by Indians who remain friendly to whites under such
circumstances as these. The traditions of their race, the pow-
erful- influence of public sentiment among their relatives and
friends, and, in addition, terror-for their own lives—all com-
bine in times of such outbreaks to draw even the friendliest
tribes into sympathy and co-operation with those who are
making war on whites.

At this time the hostile Indians in Oregon sent word to the Nez
Pereés, “Join us in the war against the whites, or we will wipe
you out.” They said, “We have made the. whites run out of the
country, and we will now make the friendly Indians do the same.”

“ What can the friendly Indians do ¥’ wrote the colonel of a
company of Washington Territory Volunteers; * they have no
ammunition, and the whites will give them none; and the hos-
tiles say to them, ‘We have plenty; come and join us, and save

b*
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your lives” The Nez Percés are very much alarmed; they
say, ‘ We have no ammunition to defend ourselves with if we
are attacked.””

The Oregon superintendent writes to General Wool (in
command at this time of the Department of the Pacific), im-
ploring him to send troops to Oregon to protect both friendly
Indians and white settlers, and to enable this department to
maintain guarantees secured to these Indians by treaty stipula-
tions. He says that the friendly Indians are “ willing to sub-
mit to almost any sacrifice to obtain peace, but there may be
a point beyond which they could not be induced to go without
a struggle.”

This outbreak terminated after some sharp fighting, and
about equal losses on both sides,in what the Oregon super-
intendent calls “a sort of armistice,” which left the Indians
“much emboldened,” with the impression on their minds that
they have the “ ability to contend successfully against the en-
tire white race.”

Moreover, “the mon-ratification of the treaties heretofore
made to extinguish their title to the lands necessary for the
occupancy and use of our citizens, seems to have produced no
little disappointment ; and the continued extension of our set-
tlements into their territory, without any compensation being
made to them, is a constant source of dissatisfaction and hostile
feeling. _ '

“It cannot be expected that Indians situated like those in
Oregon and Washington Territory, occupying extensive sections
of country where, from the game and otherwise, they derive a
comfortable support, will quietly and peaceably submit, without
any equivalent, to be deprived of their homes and possessions,
and to be driven off to some other locality where they cannot
find their- usual means of subsistence. Such a proceeding is not
only contrary to our policy hitherto, but is repugnant alike to
the dictates of humanity and the principles of natural justice.
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“The principle of recognizing and respecting the usufruct
right of the Indians to the lands occupied by them has not
been so strictly adhered to in the case of the tribes in the Ter-
ritories of Oregon and Washington. When a territorial gov-
ernment was first provided for Oregon—which then embraced
the present Territory of Washington—strong inducements were
held out to our people to emigrate and settle there without the
usual arrangements being made in advance for the extinguish-
ment of the title of the Indians who occupied and claimed the
lands. Intruded upon, ousted of their homes and possessions
without any compensation, and deprived in most cases of their
accustomed means of support, without any arrangement having
been made to enable them to establish and maintain themselves
in other locations, it is not a matter of surprise that they have
committed many depredations upon our citizens, and been ex-
asperated ‘to frequent acts of hostility.”

As was to be expected, the armistice proved of no avail ; and
in 1858 the unfortunate Territories had another Indian war on
their bands. In this war we find the Nez Percés fighting on
the side of the United States against the hostile Indians. One
of the detachments of United States troops was saved from de-
struction only by taking refuge with them. Nearly destitute
of ammunition, and surrounded by bhundreds of hostile Indians,
the little company escaped by night ; and ¢ after a ride of nine-
ty miles mostly at a gallop, and without a rest, reached Snake
River,” where they were met by this friendly tribe, who  re-
ceived them with open arms, succored the wounded men, and
crossed in safety the whole command over the difficult and
dangerous river.” ,

The officer in command of the Nez Percé band writes as
follows, in his report to the Indian Commissioner:

“ Allow me, my dear sir, while this general war is going on,
to point you to at least a few green spots where the ravages of
war do not as yet extend, and which thus far are untainted
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and unaffected, with a view of so retaining them that we may
hereafter point to them a8 oases in this desert of war. These
green spots are the Nez Percés, the Flat-heads, and Pend
d’Oreilles. In this connection I refer with grateful pride to
an act of Colonel Wright, which embodies. views and ‘motives
which, endorsed and carried -out by the Government, must re-
dound to his credit and praise, and be the means of bhilding
up, at no distant day, a bold, brave, warlike, and numerous
people. .

“ Before leaving Walla-Walla, Colonel Wright assembled the
Nez Percé people, told them his object was to war with and
punish our enemies; but as this great people were and ever
had been our friends, he wanted their friendship to be as en-
during as the mountains around whieh they lived ; and in order
that no difference of views or difficulty might arise, that their
mutual promises should be recorded.”

With this view he there made a treaty of friendship with
them, and thirty of the bravest warriors and chiefs at once mar-
shalled themselves to accompany him against the enemy.

‘When Colonel Wright asked these Indians what they want-
ed, “their reply was worthy of a noble race—* Peace, ploughs,
and schools.”” At this time they had no agent appointed to
attend to their welfare; they were raising wheat, corn, and
vegetables with the rude means at their eommand, and -still
preserved the faith and many of the practices taught them by
the missionaries thirteen years before.

In 1859 peace was again established in Oregon, and the In-
dians “ considered as conquered.” The treaties of 1855 were
ratified by the Senate, and this fact went far to restore tran-
quillity in the territories. Congress was implored by the super-
intendents to realize ““ the importance of making the appropria-
tions for fulfilling those treaty stipulations at the earliest prac-
ticable moment;” that it may * prevent the recurrence of an-
other savage war, necessarily bloody and devastating to our
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settlements, extended under the authority and sanction of our
Government.” With marvellous self-restraint, the superintend-
ents do not enforce their appeals by a reference to the fact that,
if the treaties had been fulfilled in the outset, all the hostilities
of the last four years might probably have been avoided.

The reservation secured to the Nez Percés was a fine tract
of country, one hundred miles long and sixty in width—well
watered, timbered, and of great natural resources. Already the
Indians bad begun to practice irrigation in their fields; had
large herds of horses, and were beginning to give attention to
improving the breed. Some of them could read and write
their own language, and many of them professed Christianity,
and were exemplary in their conduct—a most remarkable fact,
proving the depth .of the impression the missionary teachings
must have made. The majority of them wore the American
costume, and showed “ their progress in civilization by attach.
ing little value to the gewgaws and trinkets which so generally
captivate the savage.”

In less than two years the peace of this noble tribe was
again invaded ; this time by a deadly foe—the greed of gold.
In 1861 there were said to be no less than ten thousand miners
in the Nez Percé country prospecting for gold. Now arose
the question, What will the Government do? Will it protect
the rights of the Indians or not?

“To attempt to restrain miners would be like attempting to
restrain the whirlwind,” writes the superintendent of Washing-
ton Territory ; and he confesses that, “ seeing the utter impossi-
bility of preventing miners from going to the mines,” he has
refrained from taking any steps which, by a certain want of
success, would tend to weaken the force of the law.

For the next few years the Nez Percés saw with dismay the
steady stream of settlers pouring into their country. That
they did not resist it by force is marvellous, and can only be
explained by the power of a truly Christian spirit.
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“Their reservation was overrun by the enterprising miners ;
treaty stipulations were disregarded and trampled under foot ;
" towns were established thereon, and all the means that cupid-
ity could invent or disloyalty achieve were resorted to to shake
their confidence in the Government. They were disturbed in
the peaceable possession of what they regarded as their vested
rights, sacredly secured by treaty. They were informed that
the Government was destroyed, and that whatever treaties were
made would never be carried out. All resistance on their part
proved unavailing, and inquietude and discontent predominated
among them,” says the Governor of Idaho, in 1865. Shortly
after, by the organization of that new Territory, the Nez
Percés’ reservation had been removed from the jurisdiction of
‘Washington Territory to that of Idaho.

A powerful party was organized in the tribe, advocating the
forming of a league with the Crows and Blackfeet against the
whites. The non-arrival of promised supplies; the non-pay-
ment of promised moneys; the unchecked influx of miners
throughout the reservation, put strong weapons into the hands
of these disaffected ones. But the chiefs “ remained firm and
unwavering in their devotion to the Government and the laws.
They are intelligent—their head chief, Sawyer, particularly so
—and tell their people to still wait patiently.” And yet, at
this very time, there was due from the United States Gov-
ernment to this chief Sawyer six hundred and twenty-five
dollars! He had for six months been suffering for the com-
monest necessaries of life, and had been driven to disposing of
his vouchers at fifty cents on the dollar to purchase necessa-
ries. The warriors also, who fought for us so well in 1856,
were still unpaid ; although in the seventh article of the treaty
of 1863 it had been agreed that “ the claims of certain members
of the Nez Percé tribe against the Government, for services
rendered and horses furnished by them to the Oregon Mount-
ed Volunteers, as appears by certificates issued by W. H. Faunt-
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leroy, Acting Regimental Quartermaster, and commanding Or-
egon Volunteers, on the 6th of March, 1856, at Camp Corne-
lius, and amounting to $4665, shall be paid to them in full in
gold coin.”

How many communities of white men would remain peace-
able, loyal, and friendly under such a strain as this }

In 1866 the Indian Bureau report of the state of our diplo-
matic relations with the Nez Percés is that the treaty con-
cluded with them in 1863 was ratified by the Senate, * with an
amendment which awaited the action of the Indians. The
ratification of this treaty has been delayed for several years for
various reasons, partly arising from successive changes in the
Superintendent of Indian Affairs in Idaho, whose varying opin-
jons on the subject of the treaty have caused doubts in the
minds of senators. A later treaty had been made, but, on
careful consideration of the subject, it was deemed advisable to
carry into effect that of 1868. The Nez Percés claimed title
to a very large district of country comprised in what are now
organized as Oregon, Washington, and Idaho, but principally
within the latter Territory; and already a large white popula-
tion is pressing upon them in the search for gold. They are
peaceable; industrious, and friendly, and altogether one of the
most promising of the tribes west of the Rocky Mountains,
having profited largely by the labors of missionaries among
them.”

By the treaty ratified in this year they give up “all their
lands except a reservation defined by certain natural bounda-
ries, and agree to remove to this reservation within one year.
Where they have improvements on lands outside of it, such
improvements are to be appraised and paid for. The tillable
lands are to be surveyed into tracts of twenty acres each, and
allotted to such Indians as desire to hold lands in severalty.
The Government is to continue the annuities due under former
treaties, and, in addition, pay the tribe, or expend for them for
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certain specific purposes having their improvement in view,

the sum of $262,500, and a moderate sum is devoted to
‘homes and salaries for chiefs. The right of way is secured
through the reservation, and the Government undertakes to
reserve all important springs and watering-places for public
use.”

In this same year the Governor of Idaho writes, in his an-
nual report to the Department of the Interior: “ Prominent
among the tribes of Northern Idaho stand the Nez Percés, a
majority of whom boast that they have ever been the faith-
ful friends of the white man. But a few over half of the en-
tire tribe of the Nez Percés are under treaty. The fidelity of
those under treaty, even under the most discouraging circum-
stances, must commend itself to the favorable consideration of
the Department. The non-payment of their annuities has had
its natural effect on the minds of some of those under treaty ;
but their confiding head chief, Sawyer, remains unmoved, and
on all occasions is found the faithful apologist for any failure
of the Government. Could this tribe have been kept aloof
from the contaminating vices of white men, and had it been in
the power of the Governinent promptly to comply with the
stipulations of the treaty of 1855, there can be no doubt but
that their condition at this time would have been a most pros-
perous one, and that the whole of the Nez Percé nation would
by this time have been willing to come under treaty, and settle
on the réservation with those already there.”

In 1867 the patience of the Nez Percés is beginning to show
signs of wearing out. The Governor of Idaho writes: “This
disaffection is great, and serious trouble is imminent. It could
all be settled by prompt payment by the Government of their
just dues; but if delayed too long I greatly fear open hostilities,
They have been patient, but promises and explanations are los-
ing force with them now. * * * Their grievances are urged with
such earnestness that even Sawyer, who has always been our
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apologist, has in a measure abandoned his pacific policy, and
asks boldly that we do them justice. * * * Even now it may not
be too late; but, if neglected, war may be reasonably expected.
Should the Nez Percés strike a blow, all over our Territory
and around our boundaries will blaze the signal-fires and gleam
the tomahawks of the savages—Kootenays, Pen d'Oreilles, Ceeur
d’Alenes, Blackfeet, Flat-heads, Spokanes, Pelouses, Bannocks,
and Shoshones will be involved.”

This disaffection, says the agent, “ began to show itself soon
after the visit of George C. Haigh, Esq., special agent, last De-
cember, to obtain their assent to the amendments to the treaty
of June 9th, 1863—the non-ratification of that treaty had gone
on so long, and promises made them by Governor Lyon that it
would not be ratified, and that he was authorized to make a
new treaty with them by which they would retain all of their
country, as given them under the treaty of 1851, except the
site of the town of Lewiston. They had also been informed
in March, 1866, that Governor Lyon would be here in the June
following, to pay them back-annuities due under the treaty of
1855. The failure to carry out these promises, and the idea
they have that the stipulations of the treaty of 1863 will be
carried out in the same manner, is one of the causes of their
bad feeling. It showed itself plainly at the council lately held,
and is on the increase. If there is the same delay in carrying
out the stipulations of the treaty of 1863 that there has been
in that of 1855, some of the chiefs with their bands will join
the hostile Indians. There are many things it is impossible to
explain to them. They cannot understand why the $1185 that
was promised by Governor Lyon to the Indian laborers on the
church is not paid. He told them when the walls were up
they should receive their pay. These laborers were poor men,
and such inducements were held out to them that they com-
menced the work in good faith, with the full expectation of re-
ceiving their pay when their labors ceased.”
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The head chief SaWyer’s pay is still in arrears. For the last
quarter of 1863, and the first and second of 1864, he has re-
ceived no pay. No wonder he has ceased to be the “apolo-
gist” of the Goovernment, which four years ago promised him
an annuity of $500 a year.

Spite of this increasing disaffection the Nez Percés are in-
dustrious and prosperous. They raised in this year 15,000
bushels of wheat. “Many of them carried their wheat to be
ground to the mills, while many sold the grain to packers for
feed, while much of it is boiled whole for food. Some few of
the better class have had their wheat ground, and sold the flour
in the mining-camps at lower prices than packers could lay it
down in the camps. Some have small pack-trains running
through the summer; ome in particular, Cru-cru-lo-ye, runs
some fifteen animals; he sometimes packs for whites, and
again runs on his own account. A Clearwater Station mer-
ehant a short time ago informed me of his buying some oats
of Cru-cru-lu-ye last fall. After the grain had been weighed,
and emptied out of the sacks, the Indian brought the empty
sacks to the scales to have them weighed, and the tare deducted,
saying he only wanted pay for the oats. Their sales of melons,
tomatoes, corn, potatoes, squashes, green pease, etc., during the
.summer, in the different towns and mining-camps, bring in some
$2000 to $3000. Their stock of horses and cattle is increasing
fast, and with the benefits to be derived from good American
stallions, and good bulls and cows, to be distributed to them
under the stipulations of the treaty of 1863, they will rapidly
increase in wealth.”

In 1869 their reservation is still unsurveyed, and when the
Indians claim that white settlers are establishing themselves in-
side the lines there is no way of proving it, and the agent says
all he can do is to promise that *the white man’s heart shall
be better;” and thus the matter will rest until another disturb-
ance arises, when the same complaints are made, and-the same
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answers given as before—that “the white man’s heart shall be
better, and the boundary-line shall be surveyed.”

Other treaty stipulations are still unfulfilled; and the non-
treaty party, while entirely peaceable, is very strong, and im-
movably opposed to treaties.

In 1870, seven years after it was promised, the long deferred
survey of the reservation was made. The superintendent and
the agent both remonstrated, but in vain, against the manner in
which it was done; and three years later a Board of Special
Commissioners, appointed to inquire into the condition of the
Indians in Idaho, examined the fence put up at that time, and
reported that it was “a most scandalous frand. It is a post-
and-board fence. The posts are not well set. Much of the lum-
ber is deficient in width and length. The posts are not dressed.
The lumber laps at any joint where it may chance to meet,
whether on the posts or between them, and the boards are not
jointed on the posts where they meet; they are lapped and
fastened generally with one nail, so that they are falling down
rapidly. The lumber was cut on the reservation. The con-
tract price of the fence was very high; the fencing done in
places of no value to any ons, for the reason that water cannot
be had for irrigation. The Government cannot be a party to
such frauds on the people who intrust it with their property.”

In this year a commission was sent to Oregon to hold coun-
cil with the band of Nez Percés occupying Wallowa Valley, in
Oregon, “ with a view to their removal, if practicable, to the
Nez Percé Reservation in Idaho. They reported this removal
to be impracticable, and the Wallowa Valley has been with-
drawn from sale, and set apart for their use and occupation by
Executive order.”*

This commission report that one of the most troublesome
questions in the way of the Government’s control of Indian af-

# Report of the Secretary of the Interior for 1873,
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fairs in Idaho is the contest between the Catholic and Protes-
tant churches. This strife is a great detriment to the Indians.
To illustrate this, they quote Chief Joseph's reason for not
wishing schools on his reservation. He was the chief of the
non-treaty band of Nez Percés occupying the Wallowa Valley,
in Oregon :

“Do you want schools and school-bouses on the Wallowa
Reservation ¢ asked the commissioners.

Joseph. “No, we do not want schools or school-houses on
the Wallowa Reservation.”

Com. “Why do you not want schools §”

Joseph. *They will teach us to have churches,”

Com. *“ Do you not want churches §”

Joseph. “No, we do not want churches.”

Com. “ Why do you not want churches §”

Joseph. “They will teach us to quarrel about God, as the
Catholics and Protestants do on the Nez Percé Reservation,
and at other places. We do not want to learn that. We may
quarrel with men sometimes about things on this earth, but we
never quarrel about God. 'We do not want to learn that.”

Great excitement prevailed among the settlers in Oregon at
the cession of the Wallowa Valley to the Indians. The pres-
ence of United States soldiers prevented any outbreak ; but the
resentment of the whites was very strong, and threats were
openly made that the Indians should not be permitted to oc-
cupy it; and in 1875 the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
writes : ‘

“The settlements made in the Wallowa Valley, which has
for years been the pasture-ground of the large herds of horses
owned by Joseph’s band, will occasion more or less trouble
between this band and the whites, until Joseph is induced or
compelled to settle on his reservation.”

It is only two years since this valley was set apart by Execu-
tive order for the use and occupation of these Indians; already
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the Department is contemplating “ compelling” them to leave
it and go to the reservation in Idaho. There were stormy
scenes there also during this year. Suits were brought against
all the employés of the Lapwai Agency, and a claim set up for
all the lands of the agency, and for many of the Indian farms,
by one Langford, representing the old claim of the missionaries,
to whom a large tract of ground had been ceded some thirty
years before. He attempted to take forcible possession of the
Place, and was ejected finally by military force, after the de-
cision of the Attorney-general had been given that his claim
was invalid,

The Indian Bureau recommended a revocation of the execu-
tive order giving the Wallowa Valley to Joseph and his band.
In June of this year President Grant revoked the order, and
in the autumn a commission was sent out “to visit these In-
dians, with a view to secure their permanent settlement on the
reservation, their early entrance on a civilized life, and to adjust
the difficulties then existing between them and the settlers.”

It is worth while to study with some care the reasons which
this commission gave to Chief Joseph why the Wallowa Val-
ley, which had been given to him by Executive order in 1878,
must be taken away from him by Executive order in 1875:

“Owing to the coldness of the climate, it is not a suitable
location for an Indian reservation. * * * It is now in part set-
tled by white squatters for grazing purposes, * * * The Presi-
dent claimed that he extinguished the Indian title to it by the
treaty of 1863. * * * It is embraced within the limits of the
State of Oregon. * * * The State of Oregon could not prob-
ably be induced to cede the jurisdiction of the valley to the
United States for an Indian reservation. * * * In the conflicts
which might arise in the future,as in the past, between him
and the whites, the President might not be able to justify or
defend him. * * * A part of the valley had already beer sur-
* veyed and opened to settlement: * * * if, by some arrange-
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ment, the white settlers in the valley could be induced to leave
it, others would come.”

To all these statements Joseph replied that he *asked noth-

"ing of the President. He was able to take care of himself, He
did not desire Wallowa Valley as a reservation, for that wounld
‘subject him and his band to the will of, and dependence on,
another, and to laws not of their own making. He was dis-
posed to live peaceably. He and his band had suffered wrong
rather than do wrong. One of their number was wickedly
slain by a white man during the last summer, but he would
not avenge his death.”

“The serious and feeling manner in which he uttered these
sentiments was impressive,” the commissioners say, and they
proceeded to reply to him “that the President was not dis-
posed to deprive him of any just right, or govern him by his
individual will, but merely subject him to the same just and
equal laws by which he himself as well as all his people were
ruled.”

‘What does it mean when commissioners sent by the Presi-
dent to induce a band of Indians to go on a reservation to live,
tell them that they shall be subjected on that reservation
“ merely. to the same just and equal laws” by which the Pres-
ident and “ all his people are ruled ¥’ And still more, what is
the explanation of their being so apparently unaware of the
enormity of the lie that they leave it on official record, signed:
by their names in full? It is only explained, as thousands of
other things in the history of our dealings with the Indians
are only to be explained, by the habitual indifference, careless-
ness, and inattention with which questions relative to Indian
affairs and legislation thereon are handled and disposed of, in
whatever way seems easiest and shortest for the time being.
The members of this commission knew perfectly well that the
instant Joseph and his band moved on to the reservation they
became subject to laws totally different from those by which
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the President and “all his people were ruled,” and neither
‘“just” nor “equal:” laws forbidding them to go beyond cer-
tain bounds without a pass from the agent; laws making them
really just as much prisoners as convicts in a prison—the only
difference being that the reservation is an unwalled out-of-
door prison; laws giving that agent power to summon milita-
ry power at any moment, to enforce any command he might
choose to lay on them, and to shoot them if they refused to
obey.* “The same just and equal laws by which the President
himself and all his people are ruled!” Truly it is a psychologi-
cal phenomenon that four men should be found willing to leave
it on record under their own signatures that they said this thing.

Farther on in the same report there is an enumeration of
some of the experiences which the Nez Percés who are on the
Idaho Reservation have had of the advantages of living there,
and of the manner in which the Government has fulfilled its
promises by which it induced them to go there; undoubtedly
these were all as well known to Chief Joseph as to the com-
missioners, For twenty-two years he had had an opportunity
to study the workings of the reservation policy. They say:

“Daring an interview held with the agent and the treaty
Indians, for the purpose of ascertaining whether there were suf-
ficient unoccupied tillable*lands for Joseph’s band on the res-
ervation, and for the further purpose of securing their co-oper-
ation’to aid us in inducing Joseph to come upon the reserva-
tion, facts were brought to our attention of a failure on the
part of the Government to fulfil its treaty stipulations with
these Indians, The commission therefore deem it their duty
to call the attention of the Government to this subject.

“1st. Article second of the treaty of June 9th, 1863, provides
that no white man—excepting such as may be employed by the

* Witness the murder of Big Suake on the Ponca Reservation, Indian
Territory, in the summer of 1879.
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Indian Department—shall be permitted to reside upon the res-
ervation without permission of the tribe, and the superintend-
ent and the agent. Nevertheless, four white men are occupy-
ing or claiming large tracts on the reservation.

“It is clearly the duty of the Government to adjust and
quiet these claims, and remove the parties from the reserva-
tion. Each day’s delay to fulfil this treaty stipulation adds to
the distrust of the Indians in the good faith of the Govern-
ment.

““2d. Article third of the same treaty of 1863 provides for the
survey of the land suitable for cultivation into lots of twenty
acres each ; while a survey is reported to have been early made,
no measures were then, or have been since, taken to adjust fafm
limits to the lines of the surveyed lots.

“3d. Rules and regulations for continuing the possession of
these lots and the improvements thereon in the families of de-
ceased Indians, have not been prescribed, as required by the
treaty.

‘ 4th. It is also provided that certificates or deeds for such
tracts shall be issued to individual Indians,

“The failure of the Government to comply with this impor-
tant provision of the treaty canses much uneasiness among the
Indians, who are little inclined to spénd their labor and means
in improving ground held by the uncertain tenure of the pleas-
ure of an agent. _ . o

¢ 5th, Article seventh of the treaty provides for a payment
of four thousand six hundred and sixty-five dollars in gold coin
to them for services and horses furnished the Oregon Mounted
Volunteers in 1856. It is asserted by the Indians that this
provision of the treaty has hitherto been disregarded by the
Government.”

The commissioners say that “every consideration of justice
and equity, as well as expediency, demands from the Govern-
ment a faithful and literal compliance with all its treaty obli-
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gations toward the Indians. A failure to do this is looked
upon as bad faith, and can be productive of only bad re-
s‘.ll ”

At last Chief Joseph consented to remove from the Wallowa
Valley with his band, and go to the Lapwai Reservation. The
incidents of the council in which this consent was finally
wrung from him, are left on record in Chief Joseph’s own
words, in an article written by him (through an interpreter)
and published in the North American Review in 1874, It is
a remarkable contribution to Indian history.

Tt drew out a reply from General O. O. Howard, who called
his paper “ The true History of the Wallowa Campaign ;” pub-
lished in the North American Review two months after Chief
Joseph’s paper.

Between the accounts given by General Howard and by
Chief Joseph of the events preceding the Nez Percé war, there
are noticeable discrepancies.

General Howard says that he listened to the  oft-repeated
dreamer nonsense of the chief, ¢ Too-hool-hool-suit,’ with no
impatience, but finally said to him: ‘ Twenty times over I hear
that the earth is your mother, and about the chieftainship of
the earth. I waant to hear it no more.””

Chief Joseph says: “General Howard lost his temper, and
said ‘Shut up! I don’t want to hear any more of such
talk.’

“Too-hool-hool-suit answered,  Who are you, that you ask
us to talk, and then tell me I sha’n’t talk? Are you the Great
Spirit? Did you make the world ¢ ”

General Howard, quoting from his record at the time, says:
“The rough old fellow, in his most provoking tone, says some-
thing in a short sentence, looking fiercely at me. The inter-
preter quickly says: ‘ He demands what person pretends to di-
vide this land,and put me on it¥ In the most decided voice
I said, ‘I am the man, I stand here for the President, and

6
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there is no spirit, bad or good, that will hinder me. My orders
. are plain, and will be executed.’”

Chief Joseph says:* General Howard replied, ‘ You are an
impudent fellow, and I will put you in the guard-house,” and
then ordered a soldier to arrest him.”

General Howard says: “ After telling the Indians that this
bad advice would be their ruin, I asked the chiefs to go with
me to look at their land. ‘The old man (Too-hool-hool-suit)
shall not go. ' I will leave him with Colonel Perry.” He says,
‘Do you want to scare me with reference to my body ¥ I said,
‘I will leave your body with Colonel Perry,’ I then arose and
led him out of the council, and gave him into the charge of
Colonel Perry.”

Chief Joseph says: “Too-hool-hool-suit made no resistance,
He asked General Howard, *Is that your order? I don’t care.
I have expressed my heart to you. I have nothing to take
back. Ihave spoken for my country. You can arrest me, bnt,
you cannot change me, or make me take back what I have
said.’ The soldiers came forward and seized my friend, and
took him to the guard-house. My men whispered amoung
themselves whether they should let this thing be dome. I
counselled them to submit. * * * Too-hool-hool-snit was pris-
oner for five days before he was released.”

General Howard, it will be observed, does not.use the -word
“ arrested,” but as he says, later, “ Too-hool-hool-suit was re-
leased on the pledge of Looking-glass and White Bird, and on
his own earnest promise to behave better,” it is plain that Chief
Joseph did not misstate the facts. This Indian chief, therefore,
was put under military arrest, and confined for five days, for
uttering what General Howard calls a *“tirade” in a council to
which the Indians had been asked to come for the purpose of
consultation and expression of sentiment.

Does not Chief Joseph speak common-sense, as well as nata-
ral feeling,in saying, “I turned to my people and said, ‘ The
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arrest of Too-hool-hool-suit was wrong, but we will not resent
the insnlt. We wete invited to this council to express our
hearts, and we have done s0.””

If snch and so swift penalty as this, for “ tirades” in council,
were the law of our land, especially in the District of Columbia,
it would be “no just cause of complaint” when Indians suffer
it. But counsidering the frequency, length, and safety of ¢ ti-
rades” in all parte of America, it seems unjust not to permit
Indians to deliver them. However, they do come under the
head of *spontaneous productions of the soil;” apd an Indian
on a reservation is “invested with no such proprietorship” in
anything which comes under that head.*

Chief Joseph and his band consented to move. Chief Joseph
says: “I said in my heart that, rather than have war, I would
give up my country. I would give up my father’s grave. I
would give up everything rather than have the blood of white
men upon the hands of my people.”

It was not easy for Joseph to bring his people to consent to
move. The young men wished to fight. It has been told that,
at this time, Chief Joseph. rode one day through his village,
with a revolver in each hand, saying he would shoot the first
one of his warriors that resisted the Government. Finally, they
gathered all the stock they could find, and began the move. A
storm came, and raised the river so high that some of the cat-
tle could not be taken across. Indian guards were put in charge
of the cattle left behind. White men attacked these guards
and took the cattle. After this Joseph could no longer restrain
his men, and the warfare began, which lasted over two mounths,
It was a masterly campaign on the part of the Indians. They
were followed by General Howard; they had General Crook
-on their right, and General Miles in front, but they were not
once hemmed in; and, at last, when they surrendered at Bear

* Annual Report of the Indian Commissioner for 1878, p. 89.
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Paw Mountain, in the Montana Hills, it was not because they
were beaten, but because, as Joseph says, “I could not bear to
see my wounded men and women suffer any longer; we had
lost enough already. * * * We could have escaped from Bear
Paw Mountain if we had left our wounded, old women ahd
children, behind. We were unwilling to do this. We had
never heard of a wounded Indian recovering while in the hands
of white men. * * * ] believed General Miles, or I never would
have surrendered. I have heard that he has been censured for
making the promise to return us to Lapwai. He could not
have made any other terms with me at that time. I could
have held him in check until my friends came to my assistance,
and then neither of the generals nor their soldiers would ever
have left Bear Paw Mountain alive. On the fifth day I went
to General Miles and gave up my gun, and said, ‘ From where
the sun now stands, I will fight no more.” My people needed
rest; we wanted peace.”

The terms of this surrender were shamefully violated. Joseph
and his band were taken first to Fort Leavenworth and then to
the Indian Territory. At Leavenworth they were placed in the
river bottom, with no water but the river water to drink.

“ Many of my people sickened and died, and we buried them
in this strange land,” says Joseph. “I cannot tell how much
my heart suffered for my people while at Leavenworth. The
Great Spirit Chief who rules above seemed to be looking some
other way, and did not see what was being done to my people.”

Yet with a marvellous magnanimity, and a clear-headed sense
of justice of which few men would be capable under the cir-
cumstances, Joseph says: “I believe General Miles would have
kept his word if he could bave done so. I do not blame him
for what we have suffered since the surrender. I do not know
who is to blame. 'We gave up all our horses, over eleven hun-
dred, and all our saddles, over one hundred, and.we have not
heard from them since. Somebody has got our horses.”
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This narrative of Chief Joseph's is profoundly touching; a
very Iliad of tragedy, of dignified and hopeless sorrow; and it
stands supported by the official records of the Indian Bureau.

¢ After the arrival of Joseph and his band in Indian Territo-
1y, the bad effect of their location at Fort Leavenworth mani-
fested itself in the prostration by sickness at one time of two
hundred and sixty out of the four bundred and ten ; and ¢ with-
in a few months’ in the death of “ more than one-quarter of the
entire number.” ¥

“It will be borne in mind that Joseph has never made a
treaty with the United States, and that he has never surrendered
to the Government the lands he claimed to own in Idaho. * * *
Joseph and his followers have shown themselves to be brave
men and skilful soldiers, who, with one exception, have ob-
served the rules of civilized warfare. * * * These Indians were
encroached upou by white settlers, on soil they believed to be
their own, and when these encroachments became intolerable,
they were compelled in their own estimation to take up
arms.”} . '

Chief Joseph and a remnant of his band are still in Indian
Territory, waiting anxiously the result of the movement now
being made by the Ponca chief, Standing Bear, and his friends
and legal advisers, to obtain from the Supreme Court a decision
which will extend the protection of the civil law to every In-
dian in the country.

Of the remainder of the Nez Percés (those who are on the
Lapwai Reservation), the report of the Indian Bureau for 1879
is that they *“support themselves entirely without subsistence
from the Government; 'procure of their own accord, and at
their own expense, wagons, harness, and other farming imple-
ments beyond the amount furnished by the Government under

* Annual Report of the Indian Commissioner for 1878, p. 83.
+ Same Report, p. 84.
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their treaty,” and that “as many again as were tanght were
turned away from school for lack of room.”

The Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions has contributed
during this year $1750 for missionary work among them, and
the Indians themselves have raised $126.

Their reservation is thus described: “The majority of land
comprising the reservation is a vast rolling prairie, affording
luxuriant pasturage for thousands of their cattle and horses.
The Clearwater River, flowing as it does directly through the
reserve, branching out in the North, Middle, and Soath Forks,
greatly benefits their locations that they have taken in the val-
leys lying between such river and the bluffs of the higher land,
forming in one instance—at Kaimaih-—one of the most pictu-
resque locations to be found in the whole North-west. Situated
in a valley on either side of the South Fork, in length about
gix miles, varying in width from one-balf to two miles; in form
like a vast amphitheatre, surrounded on all sides by nearly per-
pendicular bluffs rising two thousand feet in height, it forms
one of the prettiest valleys one can imagine. A view from the
bluff reveals a living panorama, as one sees the vast fields of
waving grain surrounding well-built and tasty cottages adorned
with porches, and many of the conveniences found among in-
dustrious whites. The sight would lead a stranger, not knowing
of its inhabitance by Indians, to inquire what prosperous white
settlement was located here. It is by far the most advanced in
the ways of civilization and progress of any in the Territory,
if not on the coast.”

How long will the white men of Idaho permit Indians to oc-
cupy so fair a domain as this? The small cloud, no larger
than a man’s hand, already looms on their horizon. The clos-
ing paragraph of this (the last) report from the Nez Percés is:

“Some uneasiness is manifest about stories set afloat by ren-
egade whites, in relation to their treatment at the expiration of
their treaty next July, but I have talked the matter over, and
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they will wait patiently to see the action on the part of the
Government. They are well civilized ; but one mistake on the
part of the Government at this time would destroy the effects
of the past thirty years’ teachings. Give them time and atten-
tion; they will astonish their most zealous friends in their
progress toward civilization.”
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CHAPTER V.
THE SIOUX.

Tre word Sioux is a contraction from the old French word
¢ Nadouessioux,” or *“ Enemies,” the name given by the French
traders to this most powerful and warlike of all the North-west-
ern tribes. They called themselves ‘“Dakota,” or “ many in
one,” because so many bands under different names were joined
together. At the time of Captain Carver's travels among the
North American Indians there were twelve known bands of
these ‘“Nadouwessies.” They entertained the captain most
hospitably for seven months during the winter of 1766-7;
adopted him as one of their chiefs; and when the time came
for him to depart, three hundred of them accompanied him
for a distance on his journey, and took leave with expres-
sions of friendship for him, and good-will toward the Great
Father, the English king, of whom he had told them. The
chiefs wished him to say to the king “how much we desire
that traders may be sent to abide among us with such things
as we need, that the hearts of our young men, our wives, and
children may be made glad. And may peace subsist between
us 80 long as the sun, the moon, the earth, and the waters shall
endure;” and “acquaint the Great King how much the Nadou-
wessies wish to be counted among his good children.”

Nothing in all the history of the earliest intercourse between
the friendly tribes of North American Indians and the Euro-
peans coming among them is more pathetic than the accounts
of their simple hospitality, their unstinted invitations, and their
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guileless expressions of desire for a greater knowledge of the
white men’s ways.

‘When that saintly old bigot, Father Hennepin, sailed up the
Tllinois River, in 1680, carrying his “ portable chapel,” chalice,
and chasuble, and a few holy wafers “in a steel box, shut very
close,” going to teach the savages “ the knowledge of the Cap-
tain of Heaven and Earth, aud to use fire-arms, and several
other things relating to their advantage,” the Illinois were so
terrified that, although they were several thousand strong, they
took to flight “with horrid cries and howlings.” On being
reassured by signs and words of friendliness, they slowly re-
turned—some, however, not until three or four days had passed.
Then they listened to the good man’s discourses with *great
attention ; afterward gave a great shout for joy,” and “ex-
pressed a great gratitude;” and, the missionaries being foot-
" sore from long travel, the kindly creatures fell to rubbing their
legs and feet “with oil of bears, and grease of wild oxen,
which after much travel is an incomparable refreshment; and
presented us some flesh to eat, putting the three first morsels
into our mouths with great ceremonies.”

It was a pity that Father Hennepin had no more tangible
benefit than the doctrine of the “ efficacy of the Sacraments” to
communicate to the hospitable Illinois in return for their heal-
ing ointments. Naturally they did not appreciate this, and he
proceeded on his way disheartened by their  brutish stupid-
ity,” but consoling himself, however, with the thought of the
infants he had baptized. Hearing of the death of one of them,
he says he is “glad it had pleased God to take this little Chris-
tian out of the world,” and he attributed his own * preservation
amidst the greatest dangers” afterward to “the care he took
for its baptism.” Those dangers were, indeed, by no means in-
considerable, as he and his party were taken prisoners by a
roaming party of these Indians, called in the Father’s quaint

old book “Nadouwessians.” *He was forced to accompany
6



138 A CENTURY OF DISHONOR,

them on their expeditions, and was in daily danger of being
murdered by the more riotous and hostile members of the
band. He found these savages on the whole “good-natured
men, affable, civil, and obliging,” and he was indebted for his
life to the good-will of one of the chiefs, who protected him
-again and again at no inconsiderable danger to himself. The
only evidence of religion among the Nadouwessies which he
mentions is that they never began to smoke without first hold-
ing the pipe up to the sun, saying, “Smoke, sun!” They also
offered to the sun the best part of every beast they killed, car-
rying it afterward to the cabin of their chief; from which Fa-
ther Hennepin concluded that they had “a religious veneration
for the sun.”

The diplomatic relations between the United States Govern-
ment and the Sioux began in the year 1815, In that year and
the year following we made sixteen ‘treaties” of peace and
friendship with different tribes of Indians—treaties demanding -
no cessions of land beyond the original grants which had been
made by these tribes to the English, French, or Spanish govern-
ments, but confirming those to the United States; promising
‘ perpetual peace,” and declaring that “ every injury or act of
hostility committed by one or other of the contracting parties
shall be mutually forgiven and forgot.” Three of these treaties
were made with bands of the Sioux—one of them with “the
Sioux of the Leaf, the Sioux of the Broad Leaf, and the Sloux
who shoot in the Pine-tops.”

In 1825 four more treaties were made with separate Sioux
bands. By one of those treaties—that of Prairie du Chien—
boundaries were defined between the Chippewas and the Sioux,
and it was hoped that their incessant feuds might be brought
to an end. This hostility had continued unabated from the
time of the earliest travellers in the country, and the Sioux had
been slowly but steadily driven south and west by the victo-
rious Chippewas. A treaty could not avail very much toward
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keeping peace between such ancient enemies as these. Fight-
ing went on as before; and white traders, being exposed to the
attacks of all war-parties, suffered almost more than the Indians
themselves. The Government consoled itself for this spectacle
of bloody war, which it was powerless to prevent, by the
thought that the Indians would “probably fight on until some
one or other of the tribes shall become too reduced and feeble
to carry on the war, when it will be lost as a separate power”
—an equivocal bit of philosophizing which was unequivocally
stated in these precise words in one of the annual reports of
the War Department.

In the third Article of the next treaty, also at Prairie du
Chien, in 1830, began the trouble which has been from that
day to this a source of never ending misunderstanding and of
many fierce outbreaks on the part of the Sioux. Four of the
bands by this article ceded and relinquished to the United
States * forever ” a certain tract of country between the Missis-
sippi and the Des Moines River. In this, and in a still further
cession, two other bands of Sioux, who were not fully repre-
sented at the council, must join; also, some four or five other
tribes. Landed and “undivided” estate, owned in common by
dozens of families, would be a very difficult thing to parcel out
and transfer among white men to-day, with the best that fair
intentions and legal skill combined could do; how much more
so in those days of unsurveyed forests, unexplored rivers,
owned and occupied in common by dozens of bands of wild
and ignorant Indians, to be communicated with only by inter-
preters. Misconstructions and disputes about boundaries would
have been inevitable, even if there had been all possible fair-
mindedness and good-will on both sides; but in this case there
was only unfairmindedness on one side, and unwillingness on
the other. All the early makers of treaties with the Indians
-congratulated themselves and the United States on the getting
of acres of valuable land by the million for next to nothing,
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and, as years went on, openly-lamented that *the Indians were
beginning to find out what lands were worth;” while the In-
dians, anxious, alarmed, hostile at heart, seeing themselves hard-
er and harder pressed on all sides, driven “to provide other
sources for supplying their wants besides those of hunting,
which must soon entirely fail them,”* yielded mile after mile
* with increasing sense of loss, which they were powerless to pre-
vent, and of resentment which it would have been worse than
impolitic for them to show.

The first annuities promised to the Sioux were promised by
this treaty—$3000 annually for ten years to the Yankton-and
Bantee bands; to the other four, $2000. The Yankton and
Santee bands were to pay out of their annuity $100 yearly to
the Otoes, because part of some land which was reserved for
the half-breeds of the tribe had originally belonged to the
Otoes. “A blacksmith, at the expense of the United States;
also, instruments for agricultural purposes; and iron and steel
to the amount of $700 annually for ten years to some of the
bands, and to the amount of $400 to the others; also, $3000 a
year ‘ for educational purposes,’ and $3000 in presents distrib.
uted at the time,” were promised them.

It was soon after these treaties that the artist Catlin made his
famous journeys among the North American Indians, and gave
to the world an invaluable contribution to their history, per-
“petuating in his pictures the distinctive traits of their faces
and their dress, and leaving on record many pages of unassail
able testimony as to their characteristics in their native state.
He spent several weeks among the Sioux, and says of them:
“There is no tribe on the continent of finer looking men, and
few tribes who are better and more comfortably clad and sup-
plied with the necessaries of life. * * * I have travelled several
years already among these people, and I have not had my scalp

* Treaty of Prairie du Chien.
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taken, nor a blow strack me, nor bad occasion to raise my
hand against an Indian; nor has my property been stolen as
yet to my knowledge to the value of a shilling, and that in a
country where no man is punishable by law for the crime of
stealing. * * * That the Indians in their native state are drunk-
en, is false, for they are the only temperance people, literally
speaking, that ever I saw in my travels, or expect to see. If
the civilized world are startled at this, it is the fact that they
must battle with, not with me. These people manufacture no
spirituous liquor themselves, and know nothing of it until it
is brought into their country, and tendered to them by Chris-
tians.

“That these people are naked, is equally untrue, and as
easily disproved with the paintings I have made, and with
their beautiful costumes which I shall bring home. I shall be
able to establish the fact that many of these people dress not
only with clothes comfortable for any latitude, but that they
dress also with some considerable taste and elegance. * * * Nor
am I quite sure that they are entitled to the name of ¢ poor’
who live in a country of boundless green fields, with good
horses to ride; where they are all joint tenants of the soil to-
gether; where the Great Spirit has supplied them with an
abundance of food to eat.”

Catlin found six hundred families of the Sioux camped at
one time around Fort Pierre, at the mouth of the Teton River,
on the west bank of the Missouri. There were some twenty
bands, each with their chief, over whom was one superior chief,
called Ha-won-je-tab (the One Horn), whose portrait is one of
the finest in Catlin’s book. This chief took his name, “ One
Horn,” from a little shell which he wore always on his neck.
This shell had descended to him from his father, and he said
“he valued it more than anything which he possessed: afford-
ing a striking instance of the living affection which these
people often cherish for the dead, inasmuch as he chose to
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carry this name through life in preference to many others and
more honorable ones he had a right to have taken from differ-
ent battles and éxploits of his extraordinary life.” He was the
fleetest man in the tribe; “could run down a buffalo, which he
had often done on his own legs, and drive his arrow to the
hm”

This chief came to his death, several years later, in a tragic
way. He had been in some way the accidental cause of the
death of his only son—a very fine youth—and so great was
the anguish of his mind at times that he became insane. In
one of these moods he mounted ‘his favorite war-horse, with
his bow and arrows in his hand, and dashed off at full speed
upon the prairies, repeating the most solemn oath that he
would slay the first living thing that fell in his way, be it man
or beast, friend or foe. No one dared follow him, and after
he had been absent an hour or two his horse came back to the
village with two arrows in its body covered with blood. Fears
of the most serious kind were now entertained for the fate of
the chief, and a party of warriors immediately mounted their
horses and retraced the animal’s tracks to the place of the
tragedy, where they found the body of their chief horribly
mangled and gored by a buffalo-bull, whose carcass was stretch-
ed by the side of him.

A close examination of the ground was then made by the
Indians, who ascertained by the tracks that their unfortunate
chief, under his unlucky resolve, had met a buffalo-bull in the
season when they are very stubborn, and unwilling to run from
any one, and had incensed the animal by shooting a number of
arrows into him, which had brought him into furious combat.
The chief had then dismounted and turned his horse loose, hav-
ing given it a couple of arrows from his bow, which sent it
home at full speed, and then had thrown away his bow and
quiver, encountering the infuriated animal with his knife alone,
and the desperate battle had resulted in the death of both.
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Many of the bones of the chief were broken, and his huge an-
tagonist lay dead by his side, weltering in blood from a hun-
dred wounds made by the chief’s long and two-edged knife.

Had the provisions of these first treaties been fairly and
promptly carried out, there would have been living to-day
among the citizens of Minnesota thousands of Sioux fami-
lies, good and prosperous farmers and mechanics, whose civ-
ilization would have dated back to the treaty of Prairie du
Chien.

In looking through the records of the expenditures of the
Indian Bureau for the six years following this treaty, we find
no mention of any specific provisions for the Sioux in the mat-
ter of education. The $3000 annually which the treaty prom-
ised should be spent “on account of the children of the said
tribes and bands,” is set down as expended on the “ Choctaw
Academy,” which was in Kentucky. A very well endowed in-
stitution that must have been, if we may trust to the fiscal re-
ports of the Indian Bureau. In the year 1836 there were set
down as expended on this academy: On account of the Mi-
amis, $2000 ; the Pottawattomies, $5000; the Sacs, Foxes, and
others, $3000 ; the Choctaws, $10,000; the Creeks, east, $3000;
the Cherokees, west, $2000; the Florida Indians, $1000; the
Quapaws, $1000; the Chickasaws, $3000; the Creeks, $1000:
being a total of $31,000.

There were in this year one hundred and fifty-six pupils at
the Choctaw Academy, sixteen of them being from the Sacs,
Foxes, Sioux, and others represented in the Treaty of Prairie
du Chien of 1830. For the education of these sixteen children,
therefore, these tribes paid $3000 a year. The Miamis paid
more in proportion, having but four youths at school, and
$2000 a year charged to them. The Pottawattomies, on a
treaty provision of $5000, educated twenty.

In 1836 Congress appropriated $2000 *“for the purpose of
extinguishing the Indian title between the State of Missouri
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and the Missouri River. The land owned here by the Indians
was a long, narrow belt of country, separated from the rest of
the Indian country by the Missouri River. The importance of
it to the Btate of Missouri was evident—an * obvious conven-
ience and necessity.” The citizens of Missouri made represen-
tations to this effect; and though the President is said to have
been “ unwilling to assent, as it would be in disregard of the
guarantee given to the Indians in the Treaty of Prairie du
Chien, and might be considered by them as the first step in
a series of efforts to Obtain possession of their new country,”
he nevertheless consented that the question of such a cession
should be submitted to them. Accordingly, negotiations were
opened, and nearly all the Indians who had rights in these
lands, “seeing that from their local position they could never
be made available for Indian purposes,” relinquished them.*

In 1837 the Government invited deputations of chiefs from
many of the principal tribes to come to Washington. It was
“believed to be important to exhibit” to them ‘‘the strength
of the nation they would have to contend with” if they vent-
ured to attack our borders, “and at the same time to impress
upon them the advantages which flow from civilization.”
Among these chiefs came thirty chiefs and headmen of the
Sioux; and, being duly *impressed,” as was most natural, con-
cluded treaties by which they ceded to the United States “all
their land east of the Mississippi River, and all their islands in
the same.” These chiefs all belonged to the Medawakanton
band, “ community of the Mysterious Lakes.”

The price of this cession was $300,000, to be invested for
them, and the interest upon this sum, at five per cent., tc be
paid to them “annually forever;” $110,000 to be distributed
among the persons of mixed blood in the tribe; $90,000 to be

* For this relinquishment the Government gave to the Lower Sioux pres-
ents to the amount of $400, and to the upper bands $530 in goods,
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devoted to paying the just debts of the tribe; $8230 to be ex-
pended annually for twenty years in stock, implements, on phy-
sicians, farmers, blacksmiths, etc.; $10,000 worth of tools, cat-
tle, etc., to be given to them immediately, ¢ to enable them to
break up and improve their lands;” $5300 to be expended an-
nually for twenty years in food for them, “to be delivered at
the expense of the United States;” $6000 worth of goods to
be given to them on their arrival at St. Louis.

In 1838 the Indian Bureau reports that all the stipulations
of this treaty have been complied with, “except those which
appropriate $8230 to be expended annually in the purchase of
medicines, agricultural implements, and stock ; and for the sup-
port of a physician, farmers, and blacksmiths,” and “ bind the
United States to supply these Sioux as soon as practicable with
agricultural implements, tools, cattle, and such other articles as
may be useful to them, to an amount not exceeding $10,000,
to enable them to break up and improve their lands.” The
fulfilment or non-fulfilment of these stipulations has been left
to the discretion of the agent; and the agent writes that it
“must be obvious to any one that a general personal inter
course” on his part ““is impracticable,” and that “his interviews
with many of the tribes must result from casualty and accidert.”
This' was undoubtedly true; but it did not, in all probability,
occur to the Indians that it was a good and sufficient reason
for their not receiving the $18,000 worth of goods premised.

Five thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine dollars were
expended the next year under this provision of the treaty, and
a few Indians, who “all labored with the hoe,” raised their
own crops without assistance. Bix thousand bushels of corn
in all were housed for the winter; but the experiment of turn-
ing hunters into farmers in one year was thought not to be, on
the whole, an encouraging one. The “ peculiar habits of indo-
lence, and total disregard and want of knowledge of the value
and uses of time and property,” the agent says, * almost forbid

o
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hope.” A more reasonable view of the situation would have
seen in it very great hope. That out of five hundred warriors
a few score should have been already found willing to work
was most reassuring, and promised well for the future of the
tribe. ,

For the next ten years affairs went on badly with the Sioux;
they were continually attacked by the Chippewas, Ottawas, and
others, and continually retaliated. The authorities took a sen-
sible view of this state of things, as being the easiest way of
securing the safety of the whites. “So long as they (the In-
dians) are at war with each other they will not feel a disposi-
tion to disturb the peace and safety of our exposed frontier set-
tlements,” wrote Governor Dodge, in 1840.

‘Whiskey traders flocked faster and faster into the neighbor-
hood; fur traders, also, found it much more for their interest
to trade with drunken Indians than with sober ones, and the
Sioux grew rapidly demoralized. Their annuities were in ar-
rears; yet this almost seemed less a misfortune than a blessing,
since both money, goods, and provisions were so soon squan-
dered for whiskey.

In 1842 several of the bands were reduced to a state of semi-
starvation by the failure of corn crops, and also by the failure
of the Senate to ratify a treaty they had mads with Governor
Doty in 1841.* Depending on the annuities promised in this
treaty, they had neglected to make their usual provisions for
the winter. Frosts, which came in June, and drought, which
followed in July, combined to ruin their crops. For several
years the water had been rapidly decreasing in all the lakes
and streams north-west of Traverse de Sioux: the musk-rat
ponds, from which the Indians used to derive considerable
revenue, had dried up, and the musk-rats had gone, nobody
knew where; the beaver, otter, and other furry creatures had

* Never ratified.
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been hunted down till they were hard to find ; the buffalo had
long since been driven to new fields, far distant. Many of the
Indians were too poor to own horses on which to hunt. They
‘were two hundred miles from the nearest place where corn
could be obtained, even if they had money to pay for it. Ex-
cept for some assistance from the Government, they would
have died by hundreds in the winter of this year.

In 1849 the “needs” of the white settlers on the east side
of the Mississippi made it imperative that the Sioux should be
again removed from their lands. “The desirable portions of
Minnesota east of the Mississippi were already so occupied by
a white population as to seem to render it absolutely necessary
to obtain without delay a cession from the Indians on the west
side of the river, for the accommodation of our citizens emi-
grating to that quarter, a large portion of whom would prob-
ably be compelled to precipitate themselves on that side of the
Mississippi.”

Commissioners were accordingly sent to treat with the In-
dians owning these desired lands. In the instructions given
to these commissioners there are some mnotable sentences:
“Though the proposed purchase is estimated to contain some
twenty millions of acres, and some of it no doubt of excellent
quality,” there are *‘sound reasons why it is comparatively val-
ueless to the Indians, and a large price should not be paid for
it.” Alive to the apparent absurdity of the statement that
lands which are *absolutely necessary ” for white farmers are
‘“‘comparatively valueless” to Indians whom the Government
is theoretically making every effort to train into farmers, and
who have for the last ten years made appreciable progress in
that direction, the commissioner adds, “ With respect to its be-
ing valuable to the United States, it is more so for the purpose
of making room for our emigrating citizens than for any other;
and only a small part of it is now actually necessary for that
object. * * * The extent of the proposed cession should be no

]



148 A CENTURY OF DISHONOR.

criterion of the amount that should be paid for it. On a full
consideration of the whole matter, it is the opinion of this of-
fice that from two to two and a half cents an acre would be an
ample equivalent for it.” Some discretion is left to the com-
missioners as to giving more than this if the Indians are “not
satisfied ;” but any such increase of price must be * based on
such evidence and information as shall fully satisfy the Pres-
ident and Senate.”*

Reading farther on in these instructions, we come at last to
the real secret of this apparent niggardliness on the part of the -
Government. It is not selfishness at all; it is the purest of
philantbropy. The Government has all along been suffering
in mind from two conflicting desires—** the desire to give these
Indians an equivalent for their possessions,” and, on the other
‘hand, “the well-ascertained fact that no greater curse can be
inflicted on a tribe so little civilized as the Sioux than to have
large sums of money coming to them as annuities.” * * * On
the whole, the commissioner says that we are called on, “as a
matter of humanity and duty toward this helpless race, to make
every exertion in our power not to place much money at their
disoretion.” The Government is beginuing very well in this di-
rection, it must be admitted, when it proposes to pay for Mis-
sigsippi Valley lands in Minnesota only two and a half cents per
acre, “Humanity and duty” allied could hardly do more at
one stroke than that.

‘We cannot ascribe to the same philanthropy, however, the
withholding from 1837 to 1850 the $3000 a year which the
treaty of 1837 provided should be expended “ annually ” as the
President might direct, and which was not expended at all, be-
cause President after President directed that it should be ap-

* ¢ Chrysostom was of opinion, and not without reason, that, in contracts,
as often as we strive earnestly to buy anything for less than it is worth,
or to have more than our just measure or weight, there was in that fact a
kind of theft.”—~-GRoT1Us on Contracts.
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plied to educational purposes; and there being no evident and
easy way of expending it in that manner, it was allowed to
accumulate, until in 1850 it amounted, according to the report
of Governor Ramsey, of Minnesota, to $50,000. The governor .
also thinks better than the United States Government does of
the country to be relinquished this year by the Sioux. He
says that it will be “settled with great rapidity, possessing as
it does from its situation considerable prospective commercial
as well as agricultural advantages.” It was evidently very
cheap at two and a half cents an acre.

In this same code of instructions by the Indian Bureau there
is a record of another instance of the Government’s disregard
of treaty stipulations. At the time of the treaty of Prairie da
Chien, in 1850, the Sioux chiefs had requested that a certain
tract be set apart and bestowed upon the half-breeds of their
nation. This was provided for in the ninth Article of that
treaty ; but the Government refused to give to the half-breeds
any title to this land, except *“in the same manner as other In-
dian titles are held.” It was agreed, however, that the Presi-
dent might “assign to any of said half-breeds, to be held by
him or them in fee-simple, any portion of said tract not exceed-
ing a section of six hundred and forty acres to an individual.”
This tract of land was known as the * Half-breed Reservation
on Lake Tepin.”

The half-breeds had made almost unintermitting efforts to
have these assignments made, but the Government had as con-
stantly refused to do it. The Indian Burean now assigns two
teasons why this treaty stipulation was never fulfilled: 1st,
that “the half-breeds, or most of them, would be speculated
apon by designing persons, and cheated out of their reserva-
tions ;”’ 2d, that, “ on account of the quality of the lands, some
would necessarily have much better reservations than others,
which would engender dissatisfaction and heart-burning among
themselves as well as against the United States.,” The Burean
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felicitates itself that “the only title they now have to this
land, therefore, is that by which other Indians hold their lands,
viz., the occupant or usufruct right, and this they enjoy by the
permission of the United States.” Such being the case, and
as the Government would probably never find it expedient and
advisable to make the assignment referred to, this tract, what-
ever may be the character of the land, must be and would con-
tinue comparatively worthless to them.
Nevertheless, it appears that in 1841 one of the three trea-
ties made with the Sioux, but not ratified, was with these very
half-breeds for this same “ valueless” tract of 384,000 acres of
land ; that they were to be paid $200,000 for it, and also to be
paid for all the improvements they had made on it; and that
the treaty commissioners are still instructed “to allow them for
it now whatever sum the commissioners deem it to be ” fairly
worth ; “ under no circumstances,” however, “to exceed the
sum stipulated in 1841.” Putting this all into plain English,
it simply means that in 1830 the Government promised to let
a band of men take out tracts of land in fee-simple, and settle
down like other men on their homesteads; that for ten years
the men begged to do so, and were refused ; that at the end of
ten years, thinking there was no hope of anything better, they
agreed to sell the whole tract back to the Government for
$200,000; that this bargain, also, the Government did not ful-
fil (the treaties never being ratified), and nine years later was
found congratulating itself on the fact that, by reason of all
these unfulfilled agreements, the land was still * held only in the
same manner as other Indian titles are held ”—:. ¢., not “held”
at all—only used on sufferance of the Government, and could be
taken possession of at any time at the Government’s pleasure.
(This matter was supposed to be finally settled in 1854 by a
law of Congress; but in 1856 the thing appears to have been
still unsettled. A commission had been sent out to investigate

it, and the report was that “the subject has been one of some
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difficulty and ‘intricacy; but the final report of the commis-
sioners has just been received, and steps will be taken at once
to cause the scrip to issue to the parties entitled thereto.”)

A little farther on in this same notable document is a men-
tion of another tract, of which it is now “ desirable to extin-
guish the title.” This was set apart by the tenth Article of
that same old treaty for the half-breeds of the Omahas, Otoes,
Iowas, and Yankton and Santee Sioux. This contains about
143,000 acres, but is “ supposed to be of much less value than
that on Lake Tepin:” much less value than “ valueless ;” but
the “amount to be paid for it is left to the discretion” of the
commissioners.

At this time the bands of the Medewakanton Sioux were oc-
cupying a tract of over two hundred miles along the west shore
of the Mississippi, reaching also some twenty-five miles up the
St. Peter’s. The Yanktons, Santees, and other bands lived high
up the St. Peter’s, reaching over into the lands west of the Mis-
souri, out of reach of ordinary facilities of intercourse. These
bands were often in great distress for food, owing to the failure
of the buffalo. They never lost an occasion to send imploring
messages to the Great Father, urging him to help them. They
particularly ask for hoes, that they may plant corn. In his re-
port for 1850 the superintendent of the territory embracing
these Indians says: “ The views of most of those who have
lived the longest among the Indians agree in one respect—that
is, that no great or beneficial change can take place in their
condition until the General Government has made them amena-
ble to local laws—laws which will punish the evil-disposed,
and secure the industrious in their property and individual
rights.”

Superintendents, agents, commissioners, secretaries, all re-
iteratedly recommending this one simple and necessary step
toward civilization—the Indiaus themselves by hundreds im-
ploring for titles to their farms, or at least “ hoes "—whv did
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the United States Government keep on and on in its obstinate
way, feeding the Indian in gross and reckless improvidence
with one hand, plundering him with the other, and holding
him steadily down at the level of his own barbarism? Nay,
forcing him below it by the newly added vices of gambling
and drunkenness, and yet all the while boasting of its desire to
enlighten, instruct, and civilize him. It is as inexplicable as it
is infamous: a phenomenal thing in the history of the world.
In the summer of 1851 the desired treaties were made, the
upper and lower bands of Sioux being treated with separately
at Traverse de Sioux and at Mendota. The upper bands were
soon disposed of, though “some few of them, having been
taught to read,” had become impressed with the idea that their
country was of immense value, and at first demanded six mill-
ion dollars for the lands to be ceded. The treaty with the
lower bands—the Medawakantons and Wahpacootas—was * ex-
ceedingly difficult of attaininent” on account of, firstly, ¢ their
proximity to the flourishing settlements on the east side of the
Mississippi producing necessarily frequent contact with the
whites, whose ideas of the great value of the country had been
imparted to these Indians; secondly, their great experience in
Indian diplomacy, being in the enjoyment already of liberal
annuities under former stipulations”-—all these things ren-
dered them as “indifferent to the making of another treaty at
present as the whites on their borders were anxious that their
lands should he acquired.” In comsequence of this indomita-
ble common-sense on the part of the Indians the sessions of the
commissioners were tedious and long; not until a month had
passed did they prevail on these Indians to sign away the cov-
eted lands, “ the garden-spot of the Mississippi Valley,” and they
were obliged to more than treble the number of cents pér acre
which they had been instructed to pay. For thirty-five mill-
ions of acres of land they agreed to pay nominally $3,075,000,
which would be between eight and nine cents an acre. But as
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$2,500,000 was to be hel in trust, and only the interest at
five per cent. to be paid to the Indians, and this only for the
term of fifty years, at which time the principal was to revert
to the Government, it will be easily reckoned that the Indians
would receive, all told, only about six and one-quarter cents an
acre. And taking into account the great value of the relin-
quished lands, and the price the Government would undoubt-
edly obtain for them, it will be readily conceded that Govern-
or Ramsey was not too sanguine when he stated, in his re-
port to the Interior Department, that the *“actual cost to the
Government of this magnificent purchase is only the sum paid
in hand ” ($575,000).

The governor says that it was “by no means the purpose”
of the commission “to act other than justly and generously
toward the Indians;” that “a continuation of the payment of
large sums of interest annually would do them no further
good " after fifty years had expired, and would be *inconsist-
ent with sound governmental policy.” = He says that the Da-
kota nation, although warlike, is *friendly to the whites,”
and that it may be reasonably expected that, “ by a judicious
expenditure of the civilization and improvement funds provided
for in these treaties,” they will soon take the lead “in agri-
culture and other industrial pursuits.”

One of the provisions of this treaty forbade the introduction
of ardent spirits into the new reservation. This was put in in
accordance with the “ earnest desire”” of the chiefs, who request-
ed that “ some stringent measures should be taken by the Gov-
ernment to exclude all kinds of liquors from their new home.”

By this treaty the four great bands of Minnesota Sioux were
all to be “consolidated together on one reservation in the up-
per part of the Mississippi Valley.” This region was thought to
be “sufficiently remote to guarantee” them against any press-
ure from the white population for many years to come. Farms
were to be opened for them, mills and schools to be established,

7
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and dwelling-houses erected. They were to have now a chance
to own “that domestic country called home, with all the living
sympathies and all the future hopes and projects which people
it.” From this time “a new era was to be dated in the his-
tory of the Dakotas: an era full of brilliant promise.” The
tract of territory relinquished by them was “larger than the
State of New York, fertile and beautiful beyond description,”
far the best part of Minnesota. It is “so far diversified in natu-
ral advantages that its productive powers may be considered
almost inexhaustible. * * * Probably no tract on the surface of
the globe is equally well watered. * * * A large part is rich
arable land ; portions are of unsurpassed fertility, and eminent-
ly adapted to the production in incalculable quantities of the
cereal grains. The boundless plains present inexhaustible fields
of pasturage, and the river bottoms are richer than the banks
of the Nile. In the bowels of the earth there is every indica-
tion of extensive mineral fields.”

It would seem that the assertion made only a few lines be-
fore this glowing paragraph—*to the Indians themselves the
broad regions which have been ceded are of incomsiderable
value "—could not be true. It would seem that for eight thou-
sand people, who, according to this same writer, * have outlived
in a great degree the means of subsistence of the hunter
state,” and must very soon ‘“resort to the pursuits of agri-
culture,” nothing could have been more fortunate than to have
owned and occupied thirty-five millions of acres of just such
land as this.

They appear to be giving already some evidence of a dispo-
sition to turn this land to account. The reports from the dif-
ferent farms and schools show progress in farming industry
and also in study. The farming is carried on with difficulty,
becanse there are only a few carts and ploughs, which must be
used in turn by the different farmers, and therefore must come
to some quite too late to be of use, and there is much quarrel-
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ling among them owing to this trouble. Nevertheless, these
bands have raised over four thousand bushels of corn in the
year. There is also a great opposition to the schools, becaunse
the Indians have been told that the accumulated fifty thousand
dollars which is due to them would be paid to them in cash if
it were not for the schools. \ Nevertheless, education is slowly
progressing ; in this year fifty copies of a little missionary pa-
per called The Dakota Friend were subscribed for in the one
mission station of Lac qui Parle, and sixty scholars were enrolled
at the school. The blacksmith at St. Peter’s reports that he
has made during the year 2508 pieces of one sort and another
for the Indians, and repaired 1430 more. Evidently a com-
munity keeping blacksmiths so busy as this are by no means
wholly idle themselves,

It is worth while to dwell upon these seemingly trivial de-
tails at this point in the history of the Minnesota Sioux, be-
cause they are all significant to mark the point in civilization
they had already reached, and the disposition they had already
shown toward industry before they were obliged to submit to
their first great removal. Their condition at the end of two
years from the ratification of these treaties is curtly told in the
official reports of the Indian Bureaun:

“The present situation of that portion of the Sioux Indians
parties to the treaties of July 23d and August 5th, 1851, is
peculiar, unfortunate, and to them must prove extremely inju-
rious. By these treaties they reluctantly parted with a very
large extent of valuable country, which-it was of the greatest
importance to the Government to acquire. An insignificant
portion of it near its western boundary, not deemed necessary
or desirable for a white population for many years, if at all,
was agreed to be reserved and assigned to them for their future
residence. The Senate amended the treaties, striking out this
provision, allowing ten cents an acre in lieu of the reservations,
and requiring the President, with the assent of the Indians, if

~
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they agreed to the amendments, to assign them such tracts of
country, beyond the limits of that ceded, as might be satisfacto-
ry for their future home. To the amendments was appended
a proviso ‘that the President-may, by the consent of the In-
dians, vary the conditions aforesaid, if deemed expedient.’
The Indians were induced to agree to the amendments ; ‘con-
fiding in the justice, liberality, and humanity of the President
and the Congress of ‘the United States, that such tracts of
country will be set apart for their future occup'amcy and home
as will be to them acceptable and satisfactory.’ Thus, not
only was the assent of the Indians made necessary to a coun-
try being assigned to them without the limits of that ceded,
but, by the authority given to the President to vary the condi-
tions of the amendments to the treaties, he was empowered,
with the consent of the Indians, to place them upon the desig-
nated reservations, or upon any other portion of the ceded ter-
ritory, ‘ if deemed expedient.’

“To avoid collisions and difficulties between the Indians and
the white population which rapidly commenced pouring into
the ceded country, it became necessary that the former should
vacate at least a large portion of it without delay, while there
was neither the time nor the means to make the requisite
explorations to find a suitable location for them beyond the
limits of the cession.

“Under these pressing and embarrassing circumstances the
late President determined to permit them to remain five years
on the designated reservations, if they were willing to accept
this alternative. They assented, and many of them have been
already removed. However unavoidable this arrangement, it
is a most unfortunate one. The Indians are fully aware of its
temporary character, and of the uncertainty as to their future
position, and will consequently be disinclined and deterred
from any efforts to make themselves comfortable and improve
their condition. The inevitable result must be that, at the end
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of the time limited, they will be in a far worse condition than
now, and the efforts and expenditures of years to infuse inte
~ them a spirit of improvement will all have been in vain.

“The large investments in mills, farms, mechanic shops, and
other improvements required by the treaties to be made for
their benefit, will be entirely wasted if the Indians are to re-
main on their reservations only during the prescribed five years.
At the very period when they would begin to reap the full
advantage of these beneficial provisions they would have to
remove. Another unfortunate feature of this arrangement, if
temporary, is that the Indians will have expended the consid-
* erable sums set apart in the treaties for the expenses of their
removal to a permanent home, and for subsistence until they
could otherwise provide it, leaving nothing for these important
and necessary purposes in the event of another emigration.
In view of these facts and considerations, no time should be
lost in determining upon some final and permanent arrange- °
ment in regard to them.”

The Governor. of Minnesota also writes at this time: “ The
doubtful tenure by which this tribe hold their supposed reser-
vation is well understood by their chiefs and headmen, and is
beginning to give deep dissatisfaction, and throwing daily more
and more obstacles in the way of their removal. This reserva-
tion will not be wanted for white men for many years. ’

“There is not wood, or timber, or coal sufficient for the
purposes of civilization, except immediately on the St. Peter’s
and its tributaries. From near the vicinity of the new agency
there commences a vast prairie of more than one hundred
miles in extent, entirely destitute of timber, and I feel confi
dent that we never shall be able to keep any very large num-
ber of them at their new agency, or near there.

¢ Already the fund set apart for the removal and subsistence
the first year of the Sissetons and Wah-pa-tons has been ex-
pended, and all their provisions eaten up. Seventeen thousand
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dollars and upward have been expended by Governor Ramsey,
and one year in advance of the time fixed by the treaty for
their removal. This expenditure was made while he was get-
* ting them to sign the Senate amendments to the treaty of
1851, which they were very reluctant to do, and which not
more than half the chiefs have signed. These Indians want
the Government to confirm this reservation to them. I would
recommend that this be done as the only means to satisfy
them, and humanity demands it.”

Here is a picture of a helpless people! Forced to give up
the “ garden-spot of the State,” and accept in its stead an *in-
significant tract, on the greater part of which there is not wood,
or timber, or coal sufficient for civilization;” and then, before
the ink of this treaty is dry, told that even from this insignifi-
cant tract they must promise to move at the end of five years.
‘What words could characterize such a transaction between man
and man? There is not a country, a people, a community in
which it would be even attempted! Was it less base, or more,
being between a strong government and a feeble race?

From the infamy of accomplishing this purpose the United
States was saved. Remonstrances, and still more the resistance
of the Indians, prevailed, and in 1854 we find the poor creat-
ures expressing “ much satisfaction ” that the President has de-
creed that they are to remain permanently on their “insignifi-
cant tract.”

The Upper Missouri Sioux are still suffering and destitute;
a few of them caltivating little patches of ground, depending
chiefly on the chase, and on roots and wild berrics; when these

resources fail there is nothing left for them but to starve, or to.

commit depredations on white settlers. Some of the bands,
nevertheless, have scrupulously observed the stipulations of the
Fort Laramie treaty in 1851, show a *strong desire for im-
provement,” and are on the most friendly terms with the
whites. These peaceable and friendly bands are much dis-



THE SIOUX. 159

tressed, as well they may be, at the reckless course pursued by
others of their tribe. They welcome the presence of the sol-
diers sent to chastise the offenders, and gladly render all the
service to them they can, even against their relatives and
friends. '

In 1855 it is stated that “ various causes have combined to
. prevent the Minnesota Sioux from deriving, heretofore, much
substantial benefit from the very liberal provisions of the trea-
ties of 1851. Until after the reservations were permanently
assured to the Indians (1854) it would have been highly im-
proper to have made the expenditures for permanent improve-
ments, and since then the affairs of the agency have not been
free from confusion.”

“Large sums of money have been expended for these Sioux,
but they have been indolent, extravagant, intemperate, and have
wasted their means without improving, or seeming to desire to
improve their condition.”

Both these statements are made in grave good faith; cer-
tainly without any consciousness of their bearing on each other.
It is not stated, however, what specific means the Sioux could
have employed “to improve their condition,” had they *de-
sired ” to do so.

The summer of 1857 was one which will long be remem-
bered by the citizens of Minnesota. It was opened by ter-
rible massacres, which were all the work of a strolling outcast
band of Sioux, not more than fifteen in number. They had
been driven out of their tribe some sixteen years previous, and
had been ever since then leading a wandering and marauding
life. The beginning of the trouble was a trivial difficulty be-
tween one of the white settlers on Rock River and an Indian.
The settler’s dog bit the Indian, and the Indian shot the dog.
For this the white settlers beat the Indian severely, and then
went to the camp and by force took away all the guns of the
band. This was at a season of the year when to be without
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guns meant simply to be without food, and the Indians were
reduced at once to a condition of great suffering. By some
means they either repossessed themselves of their guns or pro-
cured others, and, attacking the settlement, killed all the in-
habitants except four women, whom they carried away with
them, and treated with the utmost barbarity. The inevitable
results of such horrors followed. The thousands of peaceable
Indians in Minnesota, who did not even know of this outrage,
were all held in one common terror and hatred by the general
public ; only the very great firmness and discretion of the mili-
tary officers sent to deal with the outbreak saved Minnesota
from a general uprising and attack from all the Sioux bands,
who were already in a state of smouldering discontent by rea-
son of the non-payment of their annuities. However, they
obeyed the demands of the Government that they themselves
should pursue this offending band, and either capture or exter-
minate it. They killed four, and took three prisoners, and
then returned “ much jaded and worn,” and said they could do
no more without the help of United States soldiers; and that
they thought they had now done enough to show their loyalty,
and to deserve the payment of their annuities. One of the
chiefs said : “ The man who killed white people did not belong
to us, and we did not expect to be called to account for the
people of another band. We have always tried to do as our
Great Father tells us.” Another said: “I am going to speak
of the treaty. For fifty years we were to be paid $50,000 per
annum. We were also promised $300,000 that we have not
seen. 1 wish to say to my Great Father we were promised
these things, but have not seen them yet. Why does not the
Great Father do as he promised ¢’

These hostilities were speedily brought to an end, yet the
situation was by no means reassuring for the Indians. But
one sentiment seemed to inspire the whole white population,
and this was the desire to exterminate the entire Indian race.
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“For the present,” writes the superintendent, “it is equally
important to protect the Indians from the whites as the whites
from the Indians;” and this in spite of the fact that all the
leading bands of the treaty Sioux had contributed warriors to
go in pursuit of the murderers, had killed or captured all they
could find, and stood ready to go again after the remaining
eight, if the United States troops would go also and assist them.
Spite of the exertions of one of the chiefs of the Lower Sioux,
¢ Little Crow,” who, the superintendent says, labored with him
“night and day in organizing the party, riding continually be-
tween the lower and upper agencies,” so that they *scarcely
slept ” till the war-party had set out on the track of the mur-
derers; spite of the fact that the whole body of the Sioux, with-
out exception, “ received the intelligence with as much indigna~
tion and disapprobation as the whites themselves, and did their
best to stand clear of any suspicion of or connection with the
affair—spite of all this, they were in continual danger of being
shot at sight by the terrified and unreasoning settlers, One
band, under the chief Sleepy Eyes, were returning to their
homes from a hunt; and while they were “ wondering what
the panic among the whites meant” (they having heard noth-
ing of the massacre), were fired into by some of the militia
volunteers.

The next day a white settler was found killed near that spot
—presumably by some member of Sleepy Eyes’ band. This
excitement slowly abated, and for the next four years a steady
improvement was visible in the Minnesota Sioux. Hundreds
of them threw aside the blanket—the distinctive badge of their
wild state; schools were well attended, and farms were well
tilled. That there was great hostility to this civilization, on
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